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Editorial
Can’t be done single handed
For volume 14 of the club magazine, we don’t have a new editor but a team of
four new editors. The publication of this magazine is an extremely time consuming pursuit and no longer a job a person would want to undertake single handed.
On our own, none of us have sufficient time to publish this magazine, nor do we
have any experience in it but it is hope that as a team, “many hands make light
work” and we continue the high standards set by our predecessors.
The club magazine also has a new name and look to highlight the new emphasis
of this publication, a magazine about the club, for the club, by the club. I would
like to emphasize the “by the club” as in the past, the club magazine was the effort
of a small number of dedicated individuals, namely the previous editors, who
churn out article after article so that there were something to print. We strongly
urge all members to contribute to this publication in any they can, whether it is a
full length article, a short review or even a simple tip or suggestion, every bit
counts towards making the magazine representative of the varied interests of the
club and its members. In keeping with these aims, the magazine will devote
greater attention to reporting on the club’s activities, and the interests of its members.
Finally, I like to personally apologise for the delay in publication of this issue.
Yours truly sustained a fairly serious shoulder injury just after Christmas so the
editorial team was running literally running “one hand short”. Thank you for
your continued support and we look forward to your input and contributions in the
future.
Regards

Chief Editor
Peter Shum

Contributing Editors
Li Choo
Stuart Coleman
Scott Pfaff

President
Gus Obarzanek

Vice-President
Peter McConnell

Secretary
Greg Long
Treasurer:
Warren Baker

Photographer
Pieter Stroethoff

Committee Persons
David Connolly
Jim Travis
Michael Woodgate
Bob Whaites

—Peter Shum
Chief Editor for this issue

IPMS New South Wales
The International Plastic Modellers Society, New South Wales
Branch, Australia, or IPMS New South Wales is a group of enthusiasts devoted to the pursuit and promotion of plastic modelling.
The club meets every month on the fourth Saturday, except December when the meeting is held on the second Saturday at:
Ryde Senior Citizens Centre
33 Blaxland Road
Top Ryde NSW
and starts at 1:00 PM.
Visitors are always welcome to these meetings to see the compe-
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titions, workshops and other various activities held by the club
for people of all ages and varying levels of skill in plastic modelling.
If you like further information, please phone (02) 9692 8040 or
write to :
IPMS New South Wales
P.O. Box 637
Broadway NSW 2007

IN miniature
Volume 14 No. 1 W February 1998
INminiature (previously News &
Views) is the official magazine
of IPMS New South Wales.
Contributions are warmly invited. All due care is taken for
material offered, however neither the editorial staff nor IPMS
New South Wales accepts any
responsibility. Acceptance of
material does not signify a guarantee that it will be published.
Except where noted, all material
in INminiature remains the
copyright of the author, editors
and IPMS NSW. Reproduction
of any material is prohibited
without written permission of
the copyright holder.
Please send all correspondence
to:
INminiature Magazine
c/o IPMS New South Wales
P.O. Box 637
Broadway NSW 2007
Or by email at:
Hornet133@Hotmail.com
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First Impressions
Fellow modellers share their first looks at new product releases. These are not full reviews where the author
has built the model kit or used the product. If you have purchased any recently released kits, after market
accessories or modelling products, please tell us about them in this column.

Hasegawa JAL Boeing 737-400 ‘Flower Jet’
gether.
All passenger windows and cabin
doors represented by an excellent decal
sheet, which also has markings for three
JAL Boeing 737 ‘Flower Jets’, ‘Cosmos’,
‘Gentian’ and ‘Sunflower’
This is a triple kit with parts for three
Boeing 737s molded in the usual white
and gray plastic. The design of this kit is
similar to Hasegawa’s MD-90 kit with
simplified parts breakdown eliminating
most of the construction difficulties, and
even allows to kit be built as a snap to-

—Peter Shum

Product:

Hasegawa JAL Boeing
737-400 ‘Flower Jet’
LT120
Scale:
1/200
Content:
3 x 28 injection molded
parts (including display
stands), decals and instructions.
Price:
¥1,620
Supplier:
Tokyu Hands Department
Store, Shibuya, Tokyo,
Japan
Comments: Triple Kit

Hasegawa Qantas Boeing 767-300

The parts breakdown is typical of Hasegawa airliner kits. Delicate raised panel
lines with molded cabin door and passenger window details. As usual, clear parts
for cockpit glass
A very nicely printed decal sheet is
provided with markings for VH-OGH

‘City of Paramatta’. It also has passenger
windows details which in this scale is better represented by decals, and two sets of
kangaroo motifs, one on the red background, and the other on its own for those
who rather paint the red themselves.
Perhaps, my only real complaint
about this kit is its availability. Hasegawa has made this release a limited edition, so get it while you can.

Product:

Hasegawa Qantas Boeing
767-300
Scale:
1/200
Content:
39 injection molded parts
(including display stands),
decals and instructions.
Price:
A$29.00
Supplier:
J u s t P la nes, Canley
Heights
Comments: Limited Edition

—Peter Shum

Marivox SAAB 17

The latest offering from Marivox is a real
box of goodies. The first impressions of
the Saab 17 kit is the mind boggling
range of options it offers, including a
choice of 2 props, 3 sets of engines, cowlings and exhausts, and undercarriage with
wheels, skis or floats. Bar the flaps, all
control surfaces are separate parts allowing it to be positioned in any manner cho-

4 IN miniature 14/1

sen. There are even parts for a target tug.
The kit is molded in light grey plastic
with recess panel lines. The detail on
small parts is a little crude when compared with the latest Japanese kits but is
still very respectable. The canopy is
molded in two pieces and can use a little
polishing to improve its clarity. Curiously, in a kit with such a multitude of
options, the cockpit can not be built open
without surgery to the canopy. My example also exhibited a small amount of flash
on some parts.
The decal sheet is extremely comprehensive with markings for no less than 11
Swedish examples as well as markings for
Finnish, Ethiopian, Austrian and Danish
examples.
Overall, a very impressive kit.
—Peter Shum

Product:
Scale:
Content:

Marivox SAAB 17
1/72
78? injection molded
parts, decals and instructions.
Price:
A$25.00
Supplier:
F4U Hobbies
Comments: nice molding, heaps of
options, great decal sheet
with many versions.

Australian Military Models Australian Infantryman “Vietnam”120MM

The kit is supplied in a white cardboard
box with a photo of the built and painted
model with a serial production number of
AMMF004. The contents are all packed
in separate bags and blister packs, the
pewter SLR casting is packed with a stiff
strip of cardboard to prevent bending. To
ensure these packages don’t move about
inside the box, styrene chips are packed
in. When they have the next run of kits I
can see the “Fragile, this side up” labels
on the kit boxes. Just kidding!
The kit has sixteen resin and three

pewter parts, a coil of brass wire all neatly
packaged in separate bags and blister
packs to prevent breakage and bending.
The resin parts are well moulded with
some moulding seams, which should not
pose a problem for the average modeller.
There are three heads supplied, one with
a moustache and the other two cleanshaven but possessing different facial expressions so you have a pick. There are
also three arms supplied; the first pose is
as the built and painted figure on the box
photo and the other presumably holding
the SLR with both hands. The pewter
parts, which consist of the two bush hats
and the SLR, are well cast. The brass
wire supplied is for the compass cord.
Furthermore the kit is also provides a
nicely weighted base and an engraved
plaque bearing the kit title. The kit instructions consist of two A4 pages printed
on both sides. The first page issues a
health and safety tip on working with the
kit material, acknowledgments and an
epitaph together with detailed painting
instructions. The second page features
the brief biographies of four Australian
Victoria Cross recipients in the Vietnam
War and terms used in the war.
Everything is supplied bar glue,
paint, putty and modelling skills. This is
a nicely packaged and produced kit like
the other 120mm scale figures; the first
being Clive “Killer” Caldwell which I
thoroughly enjoyed building. Furthermore if you want to ‘Buy Australian’ look
no further.

I would like to thank Jeff Isles of Just
Planes for supplying the kit for review.
—Li Choo

Product:

Australian Infantryman
“Vietnam”
Manufacturer: Australian Military
Models
Scale:
120mm or approx.1/16
scale
Content:
Resin, pewter, brass parts
with base
Price:
A$60.00
Supplier
J u s t P la nes, Canley
Heights
Comments: Limited Run

Pro-Modeler Curtiss SB2C-4 Helldiver

The first time I heard of a new Helldiver
kit coming out in 1/48 scale was when I
saw a kit of one in the shops and upon
closer inspection, it was made by ProModeler, an up-market name for new kits
made by Revell/Monogram. The Helldiver, an aircraft more well known to be
quite troublesome which earned it nicknames like “Beast” and “Son of a bitch
2nd Class” was nevertheless a pioneer for
Curtiss. It was a big step for the aircraft
manufacturer to develop an aircraft with
revolutionary requirements, especially
when the U.S Navy specified them in
1938! Features like folding wings, internal weapons bay, dive-bombing abilities,

carrier compatibility, accommodation for
a tandem crew of two, and large internal
fuel storage capacity to name just a couple. Essentially these features had to be
incorporated into an airframe to surpass
the SBD Dauntless in every way. So like
anything else introducing something new
and revolutionary was always bound to
create a few initial problems. Well, the
rest is history.
Getting back to the kit, it is NOT the
old kit, yes that one with the folding
wings, dropping bombs, opening bomb
bay doors, retractable landing gear, rotating prop, and whatever else that moves.
This kit comes from a completely brand
spanking new moulding and it comes
supplied with an etched brass sheet,
which consists of the perforated dive
flaps, and an assortment of buckles and
harnesses. The sprues are bagged and are
moulded in clear and grey. Panel lines
are engraved and the detail is exquisite in
the cockpit, wheel wells and bomb bay.

There are two 500-pound bombs, external
bomb racks, zero length rocket racks and
one pilot supplied with the kit. However
there are no rockets supplied. Drats, drats
and double drats.
Since I am not rivet counter, all I can
say is that the parts when assembled look
every inch like a Helldiver.
There are two decal options in the kit featured above with a tri-colour scheme and
a single colour scheme. Pro-modeler also
produces another three decal options
available separately. The separate decal
sheet consists of Marine Squadron
VMSD 224, Navy VB-84 (Bunker Hill),
and VB-83 (Essex). The kit’s instruction
booklet is well presented with precise colour painting locations and to assist the
“pro” modeller, photos of the interior of
an actual aircraft are printed on the instructions. Oh Joy!
If you think…. actually, know that
you are a “Pro” modeller, buy this kit,
build it and add it to your collection of
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WWII U.S Navy aircraft.
—Li Choo
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Product:
Curtiss SB2C-4 Helldiver
Manufacturer: Pro-Modeler
Scale:
1/48
Content:
Styrene, etch brass parts
Price:
A$36.95
Supplier
Kellet’s Hobbies, Liverpool
Comments:

Photographs by Pieter Stroethoff

MG34 Machine Gun on
Dreifuss in 1/6 scale
Most Outstanding Expert Model
September 1997
Pieter based his model on the actual weapon on dis- All the parts on the mount are movable, allowing it
play at the Infantry Museum at Singleton from which to be posed in either the low or high position, or be
photographs and measurements were taken. With ad- folded up for carrying as a back pack.
ditional references a set of working drawings were
produced.
The model was completely scratchbuilt using
mainly metal sheets, tubes and rods. A combination
of acrylic and Mr. Metal paints was used to finish
the model.
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Photograph by Pieter Stroethoff

Above:
The completed
model with the
cowling removed
revealing the
highly detailed engine.

Li Choo demonstrates that

SIZE ISN’T EVERYTHING
Supermarine Spitfire Mk IXc
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c

Photograph

by

Scott

Photograph by Ross Anderson
to a Mk IXc.

For a while I had wanted to build a model of the Spitfire in 1.72
scale with some extra detailing. Initially I sought for a out of the
box kit and three came to mind, the Airfix, Matchbox and KP,
all with good and bad points. At one club meeting I spotted
some Aeroclub accessories in particular, the Merlin engine with
bearers and the spade handle and seat set. That took care of the
detailing for the moment. The best available kit at that time
prior to the Hasegawa and Revell releases was the Airfix Supermarine Spitfire Mk V and although Airfix did produce a Mk IX
version, this kit is very dated.
Armed with some accessories, references, kits, a wing and a
prayer, I proceeded with the project. After reading up on the
Spitfire, I found much to my horror that within each mark there
were some sub-types. I shouldn’t have been alarmed since my
favourite warplane the Me109 also had many sub-variants. With
this in mind I picked out the most common variant of the Mk IX
with ‘c’ wing primarily armed with two cannon and six machineguns. So began the task of converting the original Airfix Mk Vb

Scratchbuilding and Kitbashing
The scratchbuilt items included all of the cockpit side walls, cables and rudder pedals out of thin wire and joystick rod connectors out of wire with the insulation still intact.
(See Figure 3).
The frames on the cockpit sidewalls were made out of strip styrene. The cross-members and various instrument housings were
made out of epoxy cutoff strips. Wire insulation was used to
replicate the air hose. The access door was made out of sealing
foil from a Milo tin with strip styrene for the frame.
Parts that were kitbashed were the kit styrene instrument
panel from the MPM Spitfire Mk XVIII kit, kit gun sight; part
no. 8 to have a clear sheet styrene piece attached for the HUD.
The bulkhead immediately behind the seat came from the MPM
Spitfire kit and the seat itself was made from the original metal
part by vacuum forming.
The original kit canopy was cut up into three parts and the
middle section or Malcolm hood was discarded in favour of the
Aeroclub vacuum formed canopy. The front windscreen and the
rear canopy from the kit were retained.
The front cowling of the Mk V fuselage was cut off and discarded. The first bulkhead made out of plastic card could not
take the weight of the cast metal engine and bearers. An alternate was made out of Milliput and the pre-assembled engine
with the engine bearers was fitted into the bulkhead wall as a
guide to secure the engine bearer position. This was to ensure
that the engine remains in that same position when the putty has
cured and the scratchbuilt bulkhead accessories can be assem-

Top:
Figure 1. The engine, and engine
bearers in place
with the additional
scratch-built horseshoe tank, hoses
and distributor
wiring.
Above:
Figure 2. Rolls
Royce Merlin engine on a real Spitfire.
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Photograph by Pieter Stroethoff

Above:
Figure 3 - Picture
of preassembled
cockpit on fuselage
halves here.
Left:
Figure 4 - Modified
undersides.
Far Left:
Figure 5 - Fuselage
to wing assembly

Photograph

by

Scott

bled after curing. Copies of the front cowling of the Mk IX were
vacuum formed using the Matchbox Mk IX fuselage as the master. The propeller and spinner were from the Matchbox kit.
The wing bulges on the Airfix kit were removed and vacuum-formed copies of the Matchbox wing bulges were glued in
their place. The airelons were cut out and repositioned and the
wing cannons were replaced by brass tubes, and faired over with
putty. The kit’s underwing radiators were replaced by items
from the Matchbox kit. The landing gear struts from Matchbox
and the wheel well covers from MPM were used. The port wing
pitot tube was made out of a strip of resin and wire to replace the
lost kit part.
At this point I must emphasise that this is merely a ad hoc procedure I had made up along as I was building the kit with what accessories I had and what spare Spitfire parts I possessed. So for
heaven’s sake don’t run down to the hobby shop and buy a kit
just to scavenge one measly part but then again if I were a hobby
shop proprietor I would encourage such a practise.
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Photograph

by

Scott

Painting and finishing
Tamiya acrylic paints Light Sea Grey, Dark Green, Medium
Sea Grey, and Sky were main colours I used on this model. The
interior colour was Interior Green made by Polly S paints. A
gloss coat using liquid floor wax was sprayed on and the decals
used were from Matchbox. After the decals had dried, another
coat of floor wax was sprayed and the final coat of paint was a
matt clear.
Weathering was achieved by spraying a dilute grey/black
mix into the panel lines and soot marks and grease stains were
added. Paint scuffing was achieved by lightly rubbing the
painted areas with a used piece of emery paper.
Accessories
Aeroclub manufactured the accessories I had obtained and the
sets are:
Seat and spade control set.
Spitfire engine bearer arms and horseshoe tank set.

Photograph by Pieter Stroethoff
Merlin engine series 61, 66, 68, 69, 70, 72, 73, 76, 85 Item No.
E054
Spitfire canopy set.

a while before I build another crescent winged aircraft. Oops, I
tell a lie; I finished a Heinkel 111 H-22 in 1/72nd scale most recently. Perhaps I’ll write about that kit too.

Above:
The completed
model.

From the Spares Department
Here is a tabulated summary of the parts that were sourced from
other kits:
MPM Spitfire Mk XVIII
Instrument Panel
Rear bulkhead frame
Wheel well covers
Frog Novo Spitfire Mk XIV
Underwing radiators
Matchbox Spitfire Mk IX
Propeller
Spinner
Main Landing gear struts
Summary
Questions like,” Why would you want to convert an old MkV kit
to a Mk IX instead of getting a current standard Mk IX kit or go
through all that trouble to achieve more or less the same result?”
will be asked. My answer is “Personal taste.” There are modellers that love to build models without any extra effort and modellers who relish the self imposed challenges by setting goals beyond the requirements of merely slapping bits together and
painting the whole assembly that will pass as a scale model replica. I am of the latter group of modellers.
I have no idea of the manhours taken to put the Spitfire together but the project lasted approximately two and a half
months. The Airfix Spitfire MkV kit although at a tender age of
24 years (It was first made in 1974, See fig3: inside the fuselage)
its still a good Spitfire replica for the budget conscious. It will be
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Photographs via Scott Pfaff
A CAC Boomerang
on display at a airshow probably at
Richmond

IN A PANIC
The Tale of the CAC Boomerang
Stuart Coleman takes a look at the history and models this
well-known Aussie battler.
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December 7th, 1941, the Japanese air raid on Pearl Harbour
caught the Allied powers by surprise. It was obvious that the
Japanese had plans for expansion into the south Pacific. Australians were more concerned than the other Allies because the
Japanese were only a few thousand kilometres to the north. To
top it all off the RAAF had no modern fighter aircraft to defend
itself.
Three days after Pearl Harbour, Fred David, the chief aircraft designer at the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, submitted preliminary designs for a suitable fighter aircraft. This
aircraft , dubbed “the panic fighter”, would become the Boomerang.
At first glance the Boomerang looks like a single seat Wirraway but even though it utilises many Wirraway components it
is a very different aircraft. The rear portion of the fuselage and
the centre section of the wing are the only main structures of the
Wirraway that remained almost unchanged.
The forward fuselage of the Wirraway was too weak to support the 1200 Hp Twin Wasp that was to become the Boomer-

ang's standard power plant so it was re-designed. The outer
wings were significantly strengthened to the point where they
were totally different to the Wirraway internally. Originally, the
empinage was to be that of a Wirraway but it to was too weak to
handle the excess speed so it too was re-designed.
All of the new structures were designed to fit the old Wirraway tools and jigs where possible and this is the main reason
for the Wirraway-like appearance of the Boomerang.
Right from the start it was common knowledge that the
Boomerang's performance would be poor when compared to
that of it's opponents. This problem was considered along with
the desperate need for fighter aircraft and it was decided at the
highest levels that the risk was justified. On the 29th may,
1942, the first Boomerang, a CA-12 with the RAAF registration
of A46-1, took to the air for the first time. It was flown 6 times
by test pilot Ken Frewin who was suitably impressed with the
aircraft's manuverability and flight characteristics but, as predicted, it's maximum speed of 305 Mph at 15,500 ft. was disappointing.
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By the time the Boomerang entered service the RAAF had
acquired 200 P40 Kittyhawks from the Americans and a new
role was envisaged for the Boomerang. It's two 20mm cannon
and four .303 in brownings meant that it had superb hitting
power on ground targets and was to become the ace gun low
level ground attack and support aircraft for the Australian forces.
A total of 105 CA-12s were built before the second model
arrived on the scene. The CA-13 was very similar to the CA-12
in outward appearance. External changes being the skin of the
control surfaces from fabric to aluminium and the fitting of a
flame dampening exhaust like that on the Mk 21 Beaufighter. It
was under the skin that the two models differed the most. The
change from hydraulic to mechanical gun cocking on the cannons, a signal pistol in the cockpit and a more affordable wooden
seat instead of metal were on the list of changes.
A total of 95 CA-13s were built with the last 49 aircraft being CA-19s. The only changes worth mentioning were the removal of the jacking points and the application of Dunlop
treaded tyres like those used on the nose wheel of the P-38 Lightning.
The only other models of the Boomerang produced was the
CA-14 and CA-14A. The CA-14 was an experimental prototype
with an R-1830 engine and a General Electric turbocharger. This
aircraft design was not put into production and only flew a few
times. The same aircraft was modified the next year and was

very different to the standard Boomerang. The CA-14A was fitted with an elongated rear fuselage, a larger, squared off tail fin
and rudder, a cowling mounted cooling fan like that in the Fw190a, a longer nose housing an R-2000 engine and a turbosupercharger, like that installed in the P-38 lightning, mounted
along the starboard side of the fuselage. All of these modifications turned out an aircraft capable of taking on the Japanese
machines on more even terms.
Due to budget overruns and the difficulties in acquiring the
turbo-superchargers from the Americans the project was canned.
In 1949 the CA-14A was scrapped along with a batch of standard CA-13s and CA-19s. So ended the illustrious military career of the "panic fighter". But all is not lost, there are several
Boomerangs both restored and under restoration in Australia and
overseas proving that the Boomerang really does come back.

Modelling the Boomerang
Until recently only one kit of the Boomerang existed. Airfix
released their 1:72 scale kit in the early 1960s. Like all early Airfix kits the detail consisted of about a million rivets and miles of
raised panel lines. Satisfaction can be achieved, however, with
some 600 wet or dry and some 1mm plastic sheet.
A few years ago some other brands released Boomerangs in
1:72 and 1:48 scales in solid resin, vac-form (with white metal
items) and injection moulding. The limited numbers of these kits
meant that they were pretty heavy on the wallet.
For my model I decided to build the old Airfix kit as it is
cheap and easy to build with almost no flashing. For an old kit it
scales up well being just a little short in the length. As mentioned
before this kit has very little detail.A basic seat and instrument
panel is all it has inside. It does have separate rows of cylinders
for the engine so this can be detailed instead of buying an after
market engine if you happen to be stingy like me.
Laid out below are the steps I took in constructing my model.
Figure 1 - This diagram shows the layout of the
blind flying panel

1.Cockpit; First I threw the kit seat away and scratch-built (scrblt) one using 1mm plastic sheet and some 1:72 seat harnesses. I
scr-blt a cockpit tub from sheet and lined the cockpit walls with
stringers of plastic strip. I cut out the centre panel of the instrument panel provided and built up the rear panelling the instrument
panel was mounted onto in the real aircraft. (fig.1)
Instruments on the walls of the cockpit were added according to
references. The whole assembly was painted and installed into the
fuselage. A vac-formed canopy was secured from Falcon in New
Zealand who kindly provided me with a spare they had lying
around.

Figure 2 - When the raised panel lines were
sanded smooth two fine channels appeared either
side of the raised line on
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2. Engine; The kit engine was assembled as per instructions and
painted. A light dry brushing of chrome silver was then applied to
the cooling fins. The crank case was painted neutral grey. I then
cut 28 lengths of 0.015" lock wire to use as push rods. These were
installed with a small drop of Zap. The finished engine was then
located on the firewall and cemented into place.
3. Wheel wells; I had trouble obtaining reference material on this
part of the aircraft so I had to rely on the knowledge of a fellow

modeller. He assured me that the wells had a series of small longerons inside the upper surfaces of the wing skin with some hydraulic lines running out to the undercarriage.
The undercarriage struts were left unchanged but a pair of
wheels from a 1:72 scale Hasagawa P-51D were added.
4. Exterior; As I mentioned before the outside of the entire
model had the rivets and raised lines sanded off. When performing this task on old Airfix kits I found that a faint recess was left
on either side of where the raised line was. (see Fig ). This looks
like faint recessed lines so I didn't need to engrave any.
5. Finish; The aircraft was painted, using Tamiya acrylics, in an
all over jungle green. The kit decals were used. The markings are
those of A46-195, a CA-13 of No5 sqdn, Labaun, 1945. This
aircraft was destroyed in a crash-landing in July of that year.

Photograph by Peter Shum

Photos of The completed model
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Reviews
Hasegawa Finnair DC-10-30 Moomins Europe
—Peter Shum

Product:

The McDonnell Douglas DC-10-30 is a
long range version of this famed trijet airliner, powered by General Electric CF650A turbofans. The increased weight of
this version necessitated modified landing
gear.
In 1995, Finnair began scheduled service
between Helsinki, Finland and the newly
opened Kansai International Airport near
Osaka, Japan, flying a DC-10-30 with
characters from the fairy tale “Moomins
Family” painted on the fuselage.
The parts breakdown is typical of Hasegawa airliner kits. Delicate raised panel
lines with moulded cabin door and passenger window details. As usual, clear
parts for cockpit glass.
Construction was straightforward and the
instructions were closely adhered to excepted that the engines, the wing fences
and the landing gear left off the model
until after painting. The fit of parts was
generally good with only minor filling
required at the wing roots. The engine
nacelles are moulded as two halves leaving gaps in the intakes that are difficult to
fill and sand, requiring liberal application
of Gunze Sangyo Mr Surfacer 1000.
The whole model was primed in
Gunze Sangyo’s Mr Surfacer 1000. Although the kit instructions recommends
Gunze Sangyo gloss white for the fuselage, aircraft gray for the wings and silver
for the natural metal surfaces, I substituted Testor’s FS17875 Insignia White,
FS36376 Light Ghost Gray and Metalizer
non-buffing aluminium respectively with
Humbrol Metalcote Matt Aluminium to
highlight the different metal finishes.
The decals are nicely printed with thin
carrier film and all colours in register.
With a little decal softener, they went on
with any problems.

Passenger window decals are provided

these models were a joy to build and
would make a very colourful addition to
anybody’s collection.

Hasegawa Finnair DC-1030 Moomins Europe
Scale:
1/200
Content:
54 injection molded parts
(including display stand),
decals and instructions.
Price:
$22.00
Supplier:
Modellers’ World, Haymarket
Comments: Easy to build,

Photographs by Peter Shum

Tamiya Panther Ausf.G Steel Wheel Version
What’s in the Box
Lifting the lid revealed seven separate tan
coloured sprues for the main parts, which
included alternate wheel choices for rub-
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ber or steel. Inclusive in the kit is another
sprue consisting of black individual track
links, upper and lower hull shells, a pair
of ‘rubber band’ tracks, a bag with four

polyethylene caps, one long screw and nut
and a length of copper wire
Construction

With the current generation of
Tamiya kits being produced it is no surprise that this kit is simple, straightfoward and easy to build. (Sounds like
shake ‘n’ bake to me. Ed.)
Instead of using the ‘rubber band’
tracks, I used the Tamiya individual link
tracks for the Panther tank (Kit no.
35171) available separately. I also used
the Tamiya photetched stainless steel
deck intake grill mesh (Kit no. 35172) to
enhance the rear deck detailing. I also
added command aerials ‘borrowed’ from
another Tamiya Panther G series kit.
I also added a lot of minor detail
parts such a s boltheads, lifting hooks,
tool clamps, chains, skirt brackets, lead
foil mudguards, and a mantlet cover to
make allowances for detailing and bending.
The kit turret sat on the hull without
a gap so I ‘lifted’ it by gluing 0.5mm
thick styrene shims onto the uppper hull.
Painting and Finishing
All painting was done with Tamiya
Acrylics, consisting of XF-59 Desert Yellow, XF62 Olive Drab and, XF-64 Red
Brown. The tank markings were all hand
painted. Any shading for shadow efffects
employed XF-59 mixed in with XF-1
Black, thinned heavily and sprayed on

instead of performing washes on the
model. A bleached effect on the colours
was achieved by spraying an extremely
diluted coat over the whole model to tone
down the newly applied base colours.
The exposed red primer was done
using Testors Model Master 1785 Rust
and the mud was achieved by initially
applying real dirt, water, staic grass and
mint flakes before applying Humbrol
5029 Dark Earth. Scratched and exposed
hull steel was achieved by using 2B lead
pencil. The model was finished off with a
light dusting of earth tone pastel chalks.
Summary
This kit is not only easy to put together, it is also dimensionally accurate
and with a little bit of extra effort and additional accessories as mentioned above,
this kit can be easily turned into a very
authentic replica. For obvious reasons it
walks all over the Nichimo (old), Gunze
Sangyo (complicated, rough and expensive), and the new Dragon Infra-Red
nightfighting version (shares components
with other variants not relevant to its
own). I recommend the Tamiya Panther
G highly. (If John Laws can recommend
Valvoline, J.B’s got me sold. Ed)

References

•
•
•

Achtung Panzer No.4 “Panther”
published by Model Graphix
Panther and its variants – Walter
Spielberger, published by Schiffer
Germany’s Panther tank – Tom
Jentz, published by Schiffer

Product:

Scale:
Price:
Supplier:

TamiyaPanther Ausf.G
Steel Wheel Version Kit
No. 35174
1/35th
A$ 45.55
Absolute Hobbies, Willoughby

—James Blackwell
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Handy Tips

Readers’ Letters

Chain in 1/72 or 1/48th scale?
Don’t know? Well here is how:
I discovered this quite by accident.
Cut a strip of aluminium foil 2 – 3mm in width and to the length
you require.
Beginning at one end, twist the end with your thumb and forefinger
until the strip begins to spiral.
The more you twist, the tighter it gets and the more fragile it becomes. Twist the strand until you are satisfied with its appearance
and then apply it.

This is the “What !@#$@ me off” segment is here but we could
not use it as the official title for obvious reasons. 1997 has been
a year that in some circles can be described as tumultuous.
Since the November ’97 meeting it has been voted that any
grudges against the judging system be put on hold on the floor
until the July meeting so save that for the next issue. Other
club issues does not apply to this segment. If you wanna
whinge, put it on paper and send it to:

Remember, write to us if the issue/s is valid to the club.
As per usual the names and addresses will be witheld at the
—Li Choo writer’s request. Publication of letters will only be done if the
identity of the writer is real, not some made up shit. We do not
need the view of narrow minded, pea-brained cowards filling the
Canopy frames on the cheap.
Use the excess pressure sensitive paper labels used for video tapes, pages.
floppy disks.
Now to the lighter side of things. You can also send in stories
First cut to the required width and length. Paint at least two coats
you heard or were involved in relating to the hobby. I know I’ve
to eliminate the fibrous texture of the paper. Apply to either the
heard of a few but I’ll let the originators bask in their own glory.
interior or exterior of the canopy.
—Li Choo

Internet Links
http://pease1.sr.unh.edu
This is a links page of WW I aircraft to built models, computer graphic images, war gamers and the like.

http://alfa.ist.utl.pt/~143384/109e.html
If you are an Augsburg Eagle fan like me, have a look at this site. Features the 109 in all fronts. Be sure you click on the British flag
unless you want to learn Portuguese really quickly.

http://www.tkk.utu.fi/~pepertt/faf/faf.html
Everything you wanna to know about the Finnish air force straight from the horse’s mouth. Features its history, its inception and yes
WW II included and the variety of aircraft employed that even I do not know about right down to the present.
—Li Choo
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Competition Results

24 January 1998
Most Outstanding Model
Novice
Expert

Robert Ridge
B. Whaites

Panther G
Spitfire Mk. XIV

Robert Ridge

Panther G

J. McNeilly
J. McNeilly
J. McNeilly
J. McNeilly
J. McNeilly
B. Whaites
S. Vergahyi
S. Vergahyi
S. Vergahyi
D. Connolly

Corvette
Chevrolet
Austin Healey
Chevrolet
Dodge Viper
Spitfire Mk. XIV
Messerschmitt Me109
Messerschmitt Me110
Machi 205
Messerschmitt Me262

P. Stroethoff

U.S.S. Spruance

AFV
Novice

Gold

Out of the Box
Novice

Silver

Bronze
Expert

Gold
Silver

Ships
Expert

Gold
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