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Editorial
IN miniature (previously
News & Views) is the official
magazine of IPMS New
South Wales.
Contributions are warmly
invited. All due care is taken
for material offered, however neither the editorial
staff nor IPMS New South
Wales accepts any responsibility. Acceptance of material does not signify a guarantee that it will be published.
Except where noted, all material in IN miniature remains the copyright of the
author, editors and IPMS
NSW. Reproduction of any
material is prohibited without written permission of the
copyright holders.
All correspondence to:
IN miniature Magazine
c/o P.O. Box 175
Belmore 2192

As usual I have to thank those people who have kindly allowed us to reproduce their articles and photos
this issue, in particular the following - Dave Edwards, Mick Mirkovic, Dick Hourigan, Matthew Ward, Alan
Yee, Clarke Cone, Ley Reynolds, Ryan Hamilton & the AHMWA. Don't forget that all photos credited to
these individuals are subject to copyright and cannot be reproduced without their written permission.

The 2nd issue of 2008 (volume 22), is due at the end of June. Don't forget that all and any contributions to
this publication are always welcomed, so send any material to the editorial address (P.O Box and email
listed at the end of this page), or hand it to me at club meetings.

Steve Mackenzie - Editor
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With this issue we see the start of another another Volume, this one No 22. On this occasion I have returned to our C.A.C Sabre series of article with a look at the markings carried by the aircraft of 76 Sqn. Also
amongst articles written by myself is a look at Cirrus/Gipsy Moth Seaplanes used by the RAAF (plus an
oddity therefore). There are quite a few other contributions from various people as listed on the index below.
Don't forget that some articles have multiple HTML pages ('click' on the next buttons) and that one should
click on any thumbnail pictures to load a larger copy.
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Commander's aircraft A94-915 (as drawn below), early 1960s. Photo: RAAF
In this part of our series of material on the C.A.C Sabre, I thought
we would have a look at the variety of markings carried by one unit,
No.76 Squadron. They were one of the last units to acquire Sabres,
being reformed in 1960 at RAAF Williamtown, having previously
been disbanded in 1955 when the tour of duty of 78 Wing in Malta
ended. In 1966 the Squadron converted to the French designed/
Australian built Mirage, thus they only operated Sabres for six years.

By Steve Mackenzie

White teeth and Yellow eye) superimposed on a White circle. Normally the Panther was looking downwards to a certain degree. Nose
bands were Red with Black pinstripe (unit colours) plus Red wingtips.
Serials were Black, with the 'last two' repeated on the nose in White
(often in stencil style) on the nose. Standard RAAF roundels of the
time were carried, note that only the fuselage carried 'Kangaroo'
style roundels, until very late in the unit's life - 'Kangaroo' roundels
were not introduced on wings till 1966.

The Squadron adopted tail markings consisting of a Red band with
four Black stripes plus a Black Panther's head (with Red mouth,

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.30), A94-915, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1960s
This scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Standard 76 Sqn markings (as per
above) are carried. Serials Black (with the 'last two' repeated on the nose in White - stencil style on nose). There is a strip of Black protective
tape along the leading edges of the wings and tailplanes. This is the Wing Commander's aircraft and thus carries his rank badge plus his name
in White on a Red panel forward on the windscreen. A similar panel to starboard carries the ground crew names. Unfortunately the pilot's name
is unknown at this stage. Standard roundels in six positions (Kangaroos on fuselage only) plus 'upright' fin flashes. See main text in issue 20/4
for notes on roundel sizes and other standard colouring details. Currently on display at Narromine Aviation Museum, NSW.

The International Plastic Modelers Society, New South Wales Branch,
Australia, or IPMS New South Wales is a group of enthusiasts devoted to the pursuit and promotion of plastic modeling. The club
meets on the 4th Saturday of each month, except December when
the meeting is held on the 3rd Saturday. Meetings start at 1:00 PM
and are held at
Ryde City Bowling Club
Blaxland Road
Top Ryde NSW

Visitors are always welcome to these meetings and see the competitions, workshops and other various activities held by the club for people of all ages and varying levels of skill in plastic modeling.
If you would like further information, please phone (02) 9692 8040 or
write to :
IPMS New South Wales
c/o P.O. Box 949
Glebe NSW
Australia 2037
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Some airframes carried the Panther's Head
along with Red/Black 'Arrow head' markings on
the drop tanks at this stage. Very few photos of
this practice seem to exist as airframes were
normally photographed without drop tanks (as
per the example of 903 next page), so it is hard
to say how common it was. Photos left show
the standard tail and drop tank markings.
Thanks to Ryan Hamilton for the close up of the
tank markings.
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A94-903 during what appears to be a landing at Williamtown. Photo: via Ryan Hamilton.

A94-903 again at RAAF Forest Hill (Wagga) in 1960, just after leaving service. Photo: AHMWA P014075.
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C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.30), A94-903, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1960s
This scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Standard 76 Sqn markings (as per
above) are carried. Serials Black (with the 'last two' repeated on the nose in White - stencil style on nose). There is a strip of Black protective
tape along the leading edges of the wings and tailplanes. Standard roundels in six positions (Kangaroos on fuselage only) plus 'upright' fin
flashes. See main text in issue 20/4 for notes on roundel sizes and other standard colouring details (note that no ejection seat triangle carried to
Port at time of the Ref photo). Ref: Mushroom Publications 'Mirage IIIO Colours & Markings' P.9.

Jim Flemming's A94-901 propped up on oil drums, shortly after being taken out of operational service in 1966. Photo: AHMWA P890208.

Rarely seen is a variation on the tail markings where the Panther's
Head is looking more horizontaly rather than pointing downward. One
airframe known to have had this style was A94-901 when flown by S/
Ldr Jim Flemming as per the photo above. It was drawn in detail in
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Modelcraft issue 1&2/1974 from which we know that it carried the
drop tank markings detailed on the previous page and the names on
the crew blocks. Note this airframe survives and has been restored in
at least two sets of markings, neither of which match this version.

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.30), A94-901, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1960s. Flown by S/Ldr Jim
Flemming.
This scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Variation on standard 76 Sqn
markings (as per above) are carried. Serials Black (with the 'last two' repeated on the nose in White - stencil style). There is a strip of Black protective tape along the leading edges of the wings and tailplanes. Standard roundels in six positions (Kangaroos on fuselage only) plus 'upright'
fin flashes. See main text in issue 20/4 for notes on roundel sizes and other standard colouring details. Standard S/Ldr's pennant plus crew
data blocks (White lettering on Red) on both sides. To Port it reads 'Sq.Ldr J.R.Fleming' (note mispelling), to Starboard 'Crew: Cpl Smith over
LAC. Francis'. Ref:AHMWA photo above and Modelcraft issue 1&2/1974.

The final style used on normal Squadron airframes (not counting the
Aerobatic Teams) used the version of the Panther's Head which is
the centre piece of the Squadron badge. Photos are fairly uncommon but some are included here. As can be seen from the photo
below, more than one style could be in use at the same time. Also
note that the marking did not include the 'Maltese Cross' which is
included in the Squadron badge.

The last style of tail markings on A94-930. Photo: AHMWA P015087.
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Sabre lineup of 76 Squadron in 1966, note that at this stage the Sqn badge is carried below the windscreen. Photo: AHMWA P890219.

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.30), serial A94-915, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1966.
This scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Serials Black (with the 'last two'
repeated on the nose in White - stencil style). There is a strip of Black protective tape along the leading edges of the wings and tailplanes
(almost worn away on the vertical tail). Kangaroo roundels in six positions plus 'upright' fin flashes. See main text in issue 20/4 for notes on
roundel sizes and other standard colouring details. Note that a different style of 'ejection' warning is carried at this late stage, also the Squadron
badge is carried forward of the windscreen to Port. Ref:AHMWA photo P890219 above.
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Sabre A94-925 from 76 Sqn RAAF, complete with 'Red Diamond' markings. Photo: via Modelcraft 1-2/1974.

Aerobatic Teams
Most RAAF Sabre units had an Aerobatic team at some stage, but
76 Squadron just to be different had TWO - The 'Red Diamonds' and
later the 'Black Panthers'. While I don't have definitive dates for the
two teams, it is apparent that the 'Red Diamonds existed first, followed by the 'Black Panthers' later. At least one source (ADF Aerobatic Team listing on the ADF Serials website) claims that they overlapped by two years but this is not correct.

'Red Diamonds'
I don't have a firm date for the formation of the 'Red Diamonds' team
but they are known to have been in existence by 1961/62. The standard markings are shown by the photo above of A94-925 (from
Modelcraft 1-2/1974), consisting of a Red Diamond and Lightning
flash on the fuselage outlined in Black. There is a White '76' superimposed on the diamond. Standard 76 Sqn tail markings of the time
were carried. Photos of airframes in these markings are not common
in the standard Sabre references.

And finally we have an anomoly. This airframe (our old friend '901')
was photographed in the following variation on the standard 'Black
Panthers' colour scheme where the entire vertical tail is painted Red,
with a White '76' superimposed. This is the only example that I have
seen on this variation, so it is probably a 'one-off' experimental
scheme (see Page 13 for the photo & drawing).

Points of Interest
While doing this set of drawings, I was struck by how much things
like the position of the 'ejection warning' signs and the tail flashes
differed from airframe to airframe. I'm sure there is an instruction
showing that these things should always be the same down to the
millimetre, but in practice they seem to wander all over the place going by the photos. What you see on the drawings is how they are on
the reference photos, so take note if modelling any of these airframes.

Sabre Addendum

The file on ADF Aerobatic Teams on the ADF Serials website specifically states that Sabre A94-947 was not used by the 'Red Diamonds'
team. Well they are incorrect as photos of this airframe in at least two
sources show. The diamond on the fuselage is unusually large here
(see next page, Photo:RAAF). As '947' is the only Sabre that I have
seen photos of with this variation. it is not possible to state at this time
whether it is a 'one-off' or not.

Dick Hourigan has sent some corrections to credits and other info to
the two previous parts in this Sabre series as follows:

'Black Panthers'

2) Similarly Dick advised that the credit for the copyright of photo of
Sabre A94-101, credited as AHMWA P920107 in issue 21/1 should
be his and not the AHMWA as he took the photo personally.

The 'Black Panthers' Aerobatic Team was the successor to the 'Red
Diamonds' team. Once again I don't have a firm date at this stage but
they were probably in existance from 1964 till 76 Squadron gave up
their Sabres in 1966. Their standard markings are shown by the photo
onPpage 11 of A94-352, consisting of a leaping Black Panther on the
fuselage, with Red Mouth and White teeth, and a Red eye for the
Panther. Additionally there is a Red band, outlined in Black, wrapped
around the fuselage and drop tanks (note the tanks are rarely seen in
photos). The tail markings are a simple Red band, outlined in Black.
There is a Black '76' superimposed on a White circle on the tail band.
Photos of airframes in these markings are common in the standard
Sabre references, although I have few photos I can reproduce here
for copyright reasons.

1) Dick advised that the credit for the copyright of the text as used in
issue 20/4 should be his and not Peter Malone. Modelcraft which we
used the text from says that 'the text has been <b>based</b> on an
article by Richard Hourigan', thus my credit to the Modelcraft team.

3) Dick advises that cockpit interiors were not Matt Black, but Light
Grey with Black only on the instrument panel and consoles. Ejection
seat was Aluminium. More info will be forthcoming in a later part on
such Technical points.
4) He also advised that the information in other sources about initial
production airframes having hinged gun bay panels (same as the F86A Sabre) is incorrect. The two 'Firestreak' trial airframes (A94-915
& 922) which were used to illustrate this point, having their elliptical
gun ports covered by fixed plates for the trials.
Peter Malone has also written to say the same, his detailed info on
the 'Firestreak' trials will be submitted in a later issue..
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C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.31), A94-925, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1961/62.
This scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Serials are Black (with the last 2
digits repeated on the nose in White), both in the uncommon 'Square' style sometimes seen. Standard RAAF roundels in six positions
('Kangaroos' on the fuselage only) plus 'upright' fin flashes. The 'Red Diamonds' markings are as per the text. 76 Sqn colours on the fin, nose
ring and wing tips are again Red, trimmed in Black. Ref: Photo from Modelcraft above.

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.31), A94-942, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1961/62.
This scheme is identical to A94-925 above except that the serials are in the more common 'Rounded' style, and there is no Black tape on the
leading edge of the vertical fin on this one. Crew data blocks read 'F/Off B.C.Newman' to Port and 'LAC Meteyard & LAC McOnie' to Starboard.
Ref: Drawing in Modelcraft 1-2/1974.
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C.A.C Sabre Mk.32, A94-947, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, Williamtown, 1960s.
This scheme is identical to A94-925 except for the extra large 'Red Diamond', and there is Black tape on the leading edge of the vertical fin.
Crew data blocks are carried but details are unknown. Refs: Koku Fan Illustrated No.2 Page 135/ Aircam Aviation Series No.20 Page 45.

Sabre A94-352 from 76 Sqn RAAF, complete with 'Black Panther' markings. Photo: RAAF Official.

Sabre A94-351 from 76 Sqn
RAAF, complete with 'Black Panther' markings. Photo: via Modelcraft 1-2/1974.
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C.A.C Sabre Mk.32, A94-352, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, 'Black Panthers', Williamtown, 1965/66.
The scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Serials are Black (with the last 2
digits repeated on the nose in Silver, not White, compare to the roundels). Standard RAAF roundels in six positions ('Kangaroos' on the fuselage
only) plus 'upright' fin flashes. The 'Black Panthers' markings are as per the text. 76 Sqn colours on the fin, nose ring, wing tips and front of drop
tanks are again Red, trimmed in Black. Ref: RAAF Official Photo above.

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.30), A94-901, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, 'Black Panthers', Williamtown, 1965/66.
This scheme is identical to A94-352 above except that there is no pipe being carried for the smoke equipment. Serials are Black (with the last 2
digits repeated on the nose in Silver). Crew data blocks carried but names unknown. Later style of 'ejection warning' signs carried as per above
profile. At the time of the photo it was carrying missile racks (painted Silver) and rails (painted White) but not the actual missiles. Ref: Photo in
Wilson's 'Meteor, Sabre and Mirage in Australian Service' Page 95.

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32, A94-359, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, 'Black Panthers', Williamtown, 1965/66.
This scheme is identical to A94-352 above except that at the time of the photo, instead of drop tanks it was carrying missile racks and rails (both
painted Silver), plus inert (dummy) Sidewinder missiles painted Dark Blue. Ref: Photo in Wilson's 'Meteor, Sabre and Mirage in Australian Service' Page 105.
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C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.31), A94-939, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, 'Black Panthers', Williamtown, 1965/66.
This scheme is almost identical to A94-359 on the previous page. Serials are Black (with the last 2 digits repeated on the nose in Silver). No
crew data blocks carried. Later style of 'ejection warning' signs carried as per previous profiles. At the time of the photo it was carrying missile
racks (painted Silver) and rails (painted White), plus inert Sidewinder missiles (painted Blue). Ref: Photo in the John Hopton collection.

Sabre A94-363 from 76 Sqn RAAF, complete with 'Black Panther' markings and the 'square' style
of serials. Photo: AHMWA P016398.

C.A.C Sabre Mk.32 (originally built as a Mk.30), A94-901, 76 (F) Sqn RAAF, 'Black Panthers', Williamtown, 1965/66.
The scheme is overall Silver finish (matt painted), with a matt Black anti-glare panel and a Light Grey fin tip. Serials are Black (with the last 2
digits repeated on the nose in Silver, not White. Standard RAAF roundels in six positions ('Kangaroos' on the fuselage only) plus 'upright' fin
flashes. The 'Black Panthers' markings are as per the text, except that the entire fin is painted Red, with the White '76' superimposed. 76 Sqn
colours on the fin, nose ring, wing tips and front of drop tanks are again Red, trimmed in Black. Note that in the photo it is not carrying the tanks,
I have added them for interest. Ref: Photo in Wilson's 'Meteor, Sabre and Mirage in Australian Service' Page 75.

,1

miniature Vol 22/1 13

PP)ODN]ZLOOLQJDW$EHUGHHQ3URYLQJ*URXQGV 
by Clark Cone
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Aberdeen Proving Grounds in the United States tested most captured
Axis etc vehicles during and after WW.II to ascertain their performance characteristics for Intelligence purposes. As AFV modellers
would be well aware, many of these vehicles have been on outside
display at the Ground's museum for many years, this being the source
for measurement of many of them as reference for kits that have been
released over the years.

Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post them
as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with appropriate
photo credits being acknowledged.
All of these photos on this CD are the copyright of Clark Cone of
North Carolina, USA and may not be sold or distributed without his
written authorisation.

One of the lesser known German anti-aircraft (i.e FLAK) guns during
WW.II was the 37 mm Flakzwilling model 43, which combined two
standard 37 mm guns into one unit. The principle was the same as
the 4 barrelled 20 mm unit, but these were much less common and
lesser known today.

The rule shown in some photos to give scale is 2' overall, with one
half divided into 6" and 1" segments.
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by Ley Reynolds
Historical Notes
Until the 1960s the road network in much of the world was basic to
non-existant, which meant that good's transport relied heavily on railways and canals. Large long rivers such as the Dnieper, Yangste and
Danube were of major importance in this regard, and the various Governments along their course deployed armed vessels to assert sovereignty, patrol borders, assist custom services and in time of war, support land forces.
As the major Central European power pre 1918, the AustroHungarian Empire maintained a strong naval force on the Danube,
with Monitors being the main operational type from the late 1870s until
the end of W.W.I. At this time the surviving Monitors were handed to
emerging states such as Yugoslavia and Hungary or passed to Rumania as war reparations. Virtually all had long, eventful careers post
1918.
The Drawings
This series will illustrate some of the many Monitor designs used on
the Danube with brief notes on the individual ship's career.
S.M.S Bodrog (Sistership S.M.S Temes I

18
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Displacement: 440 tonnes
Length: 56.2 mr
Beam: 9.5 mr
Draught: 1.20 mr
Complement: 77 Officers and men
Armament: 2 x 120mm L/35, 1 x 70mm L/18, 1 x 120mm L/10 howitzer plus 2 x 37mm QF
Career: Laid down at Budapest by Danubeus-Schonischen-Hartmann
AG in 1903 (it seems that fitting out was not completed until 1914)
In action against Serbian forces 1914
Convoy duty along the Danube 1915-1916
In reserve 1917
Operations on the Black Sea around Odessa 1918
Transferred to Royal Yugoslav Navy 1920
Siezed by the Croation Navy 1941
Siezed by Tito's Partisans 1944
Operated by the Yugoslav Navy 1945-1959
Scrapped 1959
The drawings below show the ship's appearance in 1917. The 37mm
QF guns have been replaced by 3 machine guns.

05++HOLFRSWHU:DONDURXQG

by Ryan Hamilton
The Defence Materiel Organisation’s (DMO) AIR 9000 Program has
achieved a significant Program milestone with the arrival of the first
two Multi-Role Helicopters (MRH) in Australia. The helicopters arrived
at the Australian Aerospace facility in Brisbane inside a leased Antonov aircraft on 13th November.
The arrival of the aircraft was celebrated by a small ceremony at the
Australian Aerospace facility involving Industry, DMO and Defence
representatives. The MRH90 aircraft will be returned to flying condition after the transit, and test flown by Australian Aerospace flight test
crews in preparation for delivery to the Commonwealth.
The AIR 9000 MRH Program will provide the Australian Defence
Force (ADF) with an additional squadron of troop lift helicopters and
replace existing Black Hawk and Sea King helicopter fleets, for land
and maritime operations, respectively. The first four MRH90 aircraft
were assembled at the Eurocopter facility in Marignane, France. The
remaining 42 helicopters are being assembled in Brisbane by Australian Aerospace.
Steve) - As can been seen from the photos, these airframes are intended to be multi-role for use by both the Army and Navy, and it is
intended at this stage that all airframes will be operated in this colour
scheme with only 'Army' or 'Navy' titles to distinquish them. That is
obviously a big departure with previous procedures for the Navy and it
will be interesting to see how long that idea lasts.
Editor's Notes - Thanks to Ryan for supplying thesec walkaround
photos from the presentation ceremony as a follow-up to the few Official ones that we had last issue .(Steve).
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Text by Steve Mackenzie. Walkaround by Alan Yee
The Thales (ADI) Bushmaster is an armoured transport vehicle (termed
an IMV - Infantry Mobility Vehicle) currently serving with the Australian
Army in large numbers (700 were on order as of 2007). The term Infantry Mobility Vehicle distinguishes it from a heavier wheeled or tracked
armoured personnel carrier, with infantry dismounting from the vehicle
before going into action. Small numbers are also used by the RAAF (12
ea for the ADGs) and the Netherlands who purchased 20 odd for use in
Afghanistan.
The Bushmaster is only lightly armoured, providing protection against
small arms of up to 7.62mm calibre. The vehicle is designed however to
provide protection to the occupants against mines and IEDs (improvised
explosive devices, i.e roadside bombs) using its v-hull monocoque to
deflect the blast away from the vehicle and its occupants. This has been
proven in Afghanistan where the Dutch have had two vehicles destroyed
and another two damaged without injury to the occupants.
See the followind pages for an extensive walkaround by Alan Yee of an
Army operated IMV. The RAAF vehicles (see the RAAF Oddity article
this issue) are basically the same. One item of equipment retrospectively fitted to the vehicles currently deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan is
CROWS (Common Remote Control Weapon Station). This locally built
system was evaluated and fitted in a very short period of 6-7 months to
alleviate a criticism arising from the original deployment of the IMV relating to the crew member being exposed when operating the external gun
position.
The photo to right shows CROWS as fitted to one of the Dutch vehicles. They use a .50 cal machine gun on theirs, our systems are identical apart from the weapons fitted. CROWS is designed that virtually any
machine gun, grenade launcher etc can be fitted to it. I also have a
number of photos of the Dutch vehicles in Afghanistan and can run a
separate article later if anyone is interested.
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,PDJHVIURPWKH3KRWRJUDSKLF/LEUDU\RIWKH
$YLDWLRQ+HULWDJH0XVHXPRI:$
The Photographic Library at the AHM of WA is a vast treasure of
photographic images from all periods of aviation history. We currently
have over 32,000 images in all forms from glass plate negatives, nitrate & cellulose negatives, slides (colour & B/W), photos and computer scans. The vast majority come from private collections and
most haven't been published before.
In the collection there are images from the dawn of aviation in W.A,
Australia and the World, WWI aircraft (including a rare selection of
prototypes of RFC/RAF and French aircraft) both from the Western
Front and the Middle East, England and even the Italian Front. There
is also post war civil and military, WWII (all fronts) and post WWII to
current times (civil & military). These photos are all under copyright to
the Museum and can only be published with due recognition to their
source.
Editor's Notes - Mick recently sent scans from an album which had
been donated to the Museum from the collection of F/Sgt W.G.
Forward (who served with 1 A.A.U in the Middle East). All the photos
had been taken at the RAF Airfield at Heliopolis Egypt in mid 1943.
They represent an incredible variety of types, many of them lesser
known non combatant machines. More will be shown of these next
time.

P016890 - Vickers Vincent, K4697, 244 Sqn RAF at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 13 June 1942.

These photos can be purchased from the Museum as the Museum's
Photo No. is shown next to each photo, if no number is shown it's
from my own personal collection. The Museum's address and details
are as below:
Aviation Heritage Museum of WA
Bull Creek Drive
Bull Creek WA 6149
Phone: (08)9311-4470
Fax : (08)9311-4455
Email: alclarke@raafawa.org.au
Website:www.raafa.org.au
Please mark all correspondence attention to the Photographic Library
or myself.

P016891 - Fairey Gordon, J9788, at RAF Heliopolis Airport,

Mick Mirkovic, Photographic Librarian, AHM of WA
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P016894 - Avro Anson Mk.I, L9145/E, 4 FTS (Flying Training
School) RAF at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 13 June 1942.

P016892 - Vickers valentia, 'X', of 'D' Sqn RAF at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 14 June 1942.

P016895 - Impressed Douglas DC-2, AX755/B, 117 Sqn RAF
RN at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 03 July 1942.

P016893 - Bristol Bambay, L5842/K of 1 Air Ambulance Unit
RAAF at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 21 June 1942.
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P016079 NEIAF B-25D N5-155 at Canberra, c.1942.
P016081 USAAF O-47A 37-753 at Laverton, c.1942/3.

P016896 - Supermarine Spitfire PR.IV/trop, AB421, 2 PRU
RAF, at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 21 June 1942.
P016897 & 898 - Bristol Beaufighter NF.Mk.I, T3301, 89 Sqn
RAF at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 13 June 1942.

P016901 - Bristol Blenheim Mk.I, L851?/B, at RAF Heliopolis
Airport, Egypt 13 June 1942.
P016903 - Impressed South African Airways Junkers Ju52/3M, 50 Sqn SAAF at Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 13 June
1942.

P016899 - Vickers Wellington Mk.Ic after an accident. 40 Sqn
RAF at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 14 June 1942.

P016902 - Vickers Wellington Mk.Ic, T2780/E, 40 Sqn RAF at
at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 18 June 1942.
P016904 - Impressed, de Havilland DH.80 Puss Moth, 2009
of SAAF, at RAF Heliopolis Airport, Egypt 21 June 1942.
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/DVWRIWKH)HZ
By Steve Mackenzie

The final Boeing 707 tanker transport in RAAF is sporting a colourful
tail scheme to mark its last six months of service. First entering RAAF
hands in April 1979, B707 A20-624 ‘Richmond Town’ will be retired at
RAAF Base Richmond on 30 June 2008, closing a 29-year long chapter in RAAF history. An 'End of an Era' function at RAAF Base Richmond will celebrate the contribution of past and present members of
the RAAF B707 community on 28 June, 2008.
The old adage about 'never have so many owed so much to so few'
has never been more apt than the service career of the Boeing 707
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Transport/Tanker aircraft in the RAAF.
Editor's Notes - These photos were downloaded in their original large
format (up to 3000+ pixels wide & 3.5 Mb files each in their original
format) from the ADF Media Site (as listed below). See the site if you
wish to obtain the original larger scans, or full captions
References: Department of Defence Media centre - http://www.
defence.gov.au
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One of the most popular club members, Alan Yee has a large collection of personal photos dating back to just after the end of W.W.II.
Many of these photos are from an era from which few good illustrations turn up in print in the usual sources.

lect some for use each quarter, on some occasions they will be to a
random theme as here, sometimes it will concentrate on one particular airframe or type, on other occasions there may be a mini walkaround of a particular airframe.

Until recently Alan did not have prints of many of his negatives that
he had taken over the years. With the advent of access to cheaper
scanning solutions he has been able to obtain electronic copies of
much of his collection and has agreed to this publication using a selection of his images in each issue. He and myself (the editor) will se-

A bit of a mixture On this occasion. The Lancaster is the one at the
AHMWA Museum at Bull Creek W.A except that it is displayed indoors these days. These are thumbnails, 'click' on them for the larger
scans. (Steve - Editor).
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9HKLFOHVDW5$$&0XVHXP
Along with the Melb Tank Museum photos last issue, Dave also sent
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some photos of various vehicles

By Dave Edwards
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'+0RWK6HDSODQHV

by Steve Mackenzie
Cirrus Moth seaplane A7-13 probably late 1920s. Note it has the old style rudder stripes with the Blue leading. Photo: RAAF
One lesser known aspect of RAAF History is the use of De Havilland
Moth (Cirrus and Gipsy) seaplanes on floats. These were operated in
small numbers for various purposes from the late 1920s to at least
the end of 1942. Mostly used for training of Seaplane pilots, they had
other useful purposes also.

Views'. I have decided to take the opportunity to expand on the original material with some additional schemes, and some minor corrections to his original profiles. This article fully supercedes what was
published by us back then. A7-13 above can be identified as a Cirrus
Moth by the exposed engine cylinders, rounded nose and airscrew
without the small spinner later used on the Gipsy engined airframes.

In 1991 Mark Newton drew 3 Moth seaplanes (A7-13, 54 & 111) in
the original printed version of this publication named 'News and

Cirrus Moth Seaplane, A7-13, Seaplane Training Flight, Point Cook, probably late 1920s.
Scheme is overall Aluminium V.84 for the majority of the airframe (including the floats), also in this case it looks as though the float struts are
painted the same. All other struts Gloss Black. Engine cowl panels anodised metal. Serials are Black with Red warning stripes on the floats.
Standard RAAF roundels in six positions plus fin stripes (Blue leading). Ref: photo above.
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Most of the local Moth seaplanes were powered with Gipsy engines
(A7-13 is the only Cirrus one that we have proof of). I don't know how
many as the set of History Cards is not complete for the DH.60s and
not all the known examples are actually notated as being operated on
floats on the HCs anyway. Known examples from photos however are
A7-13, 24,26,36,54,55,62,63 and 111. Also a reading of the ADF serials
website would indicate that A7-37 & 40 were also operated as Seaplanes at some stage. They were mostly used by the Seaplane Training
Flight at Point Cook (and later Rathmines during WW.II) for basic water
handling instruction.

Colours - Moth seaplanes were mostly painted in Aluminium dope
V.84 with anodised metal engine cowling panels. Interplane struts were
normally varnished wood, with the central fuselage and float struts
painted gloss Black. The floats were normally painted Aluminium also.
According to John Adams at Aeroclub, the Shorts type floats fitted to
the Moth were 16' (4.87 m) long and the "step" was 100" (2.54 m) back
from the front. Standard roundels were carried in six positions (above
upper and below lower wings plus the fuselage) along with rudder
stripes. Serials were normally in Black as were the spinners on Gipsy
powered machines. The obvious variations on several airframes are
called out in the individual drawings.

Gipsy Moth seaplane A7-24
probably at Point
Cook, 1930s.
Photos: RAAF
Official
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Gipsy Moth Seaplane, A7-24, Seaplane Training Flight, Point Cook, probably early 1930s.
Scheme is overall Aluminium V.84 for the majority of the airframe (including the floats). Interplane struts varnished wood. All other struts including the float struts Gloss Black (but notice the replacement Aluminium Port forward float strut in the flying shot...there is always some difference). Engine cowl panels anodised metal. Serials are Black with Red warning stripes on the floats. Standard RAAF roundels in six positions plus fin stripes (Red leading). The small Spinner for the gipsy engine is also Black. Crashed into the sea off Point Cook during practice
landing 01/06/34 and written off. Ref: photos previous page.

Gipsy Moth Seaplane, A7-26, Seaplane Training Flight, Point Cook, probably early 1930s.
A7-26 is one of a number of airframes in basically the identical scheme to A7-24 above. See the notes for A7-24 for the colour details, the only
discernable difference being in a slightly different presentation of the serial. Written off 02/09/35 due to deterioration of the airframe and reduced to components. Ref: RAAF photo in 'Australia's Military Aircraft' (Aerospace Publishing) P.185.
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If anyone is wondering how one actually fits a Moth with floats, these
photos of A7-62 (in the usual scheme for the type) show that it does
not take very sophisticated equipment to undertake the procedure. All
that is required is some way to lift the airframe off the ground (Moths
would have been a relatively light airframe as far as these things go),
unbolt the wheeled under carraige, slide in the floats and associated
struts and you are there......…

Two of the examples that I located photos for (A7-36 and 54) were
slightly different to the others in the presentation of the serial. They
have the 'last 2' in an enlarged size, as was used during the 1930s on
some training airframes. The above RAAF Official photo shows A736. The similar Gipsy Moth seaplane A7-54 which Mark Newton drew
in issue 1/91 can be seen in AWM photo 127917 on their website.

Gipsy Moth Seaplane, A7-36, Seaplane Training Flight, Point Cook, reportedly 1939.
A7-36 is in basically the same scheme to A7-24 on the previous page. See the notes for A7-24 for the colour details, the only discernable difference being in a different style of presentation of the serial. Damaged in heavy landing at Parafield 11/07/41. To 4 ITS as Instructional Moth
14 11/07/41. Ref: RAAF photo reproduced here.
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A Moth Down South
In 1935 the Australian Government mounted an expedition to Antarctica to search for the missing American Polar explorer Lincoln
Ellsworth (and his pilot Hubert Hollick-Kenyon) who were missing on a
Trans Polar flight in their Northrop Gamma 'Polar Star'. They had been
eventually forced down 16 miles short of their intended target, the
American polar staion 'Little America' which had been abandoned
when the Byrd expedition left for home at the end of the previous summer. The pair managed to cover the remainder of the journey on foot
and awaited recovery.
Unfortunately for them, their recovery ship, the 'Wyatt Earp' had
thought the men lost when radio contact was lost 8 hours into the flight
and had already sailed for Chile to pick-up a reserve aircraft to mount
a search for them. The British and Australian Governments also organised a search/rescue mission using the Royal Research Society
vessel 'Discovery II' along with two floatplanes provided by the RAAF,
Wapiti A5-37 and Gipsy Moth A7-55. Both were in their standard colour schemes when loaded in Melbourne for the trip, which commenced on 24th Dec 1935.

Photos and information in the following sources - Modelcraft 3/1971
(IPMS Australasia), 'Alfresco Flight' (RAAF Museum), Ian K Baker's
Aviation History Colouring book #54 and finally 'Moments of Terror:
The Story of Antarctic Aviation' by author David Burke show that A755 was repainted on the trip south. The entire Fuselage, Tail empennage, Floats (including struts) and the Gravity feed tank in the upper
wing were all painted Yellow for identification purposes in case the
machine was forced down. The wings remained Aluminium doped. As
an aside IKB indicates that the floats only of the Wapiti were also
painted Yellow.
On 15th January 1936, the RAAF crew of A7-55 (Douglas/Murdoch)
located Lincoln Ellsworth and Hubert Hollick-Kenyon at 'Little America'
from where they were subsequently rescued by the 'Discovery II'. Several days later they were transferred to the 'Wyatt Earp' which arrived
on the 19th Jan.

Gipsy Moth Seaplane, A7-55, RAAF, used in the Lincoln Ellsworth search, Antarctic regions 1935/36.
The entire Fuselage, Tail empennage, Floats (including struts) and the Gravity feed tank in the upper wing were painted Yellow for identification
purposes. The wings remained Aluminium doped. Standard RAAF roundels in four positions on the wings. Tail stripes and serials were overpainted when the fuselage and tail were painted Yellow. Refs: as per above.
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By Steve Mackenzie & Peter Malone
DH60 Gipsy Moth A7-111, with floats, shown near Rathmines, serving with either STF or 9 Sqn in 1941/42. Photo: RAAF OffiThe final scheme we are presenting for the RAAF Moth Seaplanes I
am going to classify as a 'RAAF Oddity' due to the very unusual
scheme (for the type) worn by this example, A7-111. Back in issue
1/1991, Mark Newton presented this airframe as being in Foliage Green
with Yellow undersides and training bands. When working on this article
on the Moths, this did not sound right to me as overall Foliage Green
upper surfaces were not normally used in the period this airframe operated (it was basically out of RAAF service in Nov 1942).
The only other scheme that I thought of that may have fitted for a training airframe was Foliage green/ Earth Brown upper surfaces with Yellow lower surfaces plus 36" Yellow 'trainer' bands on the fuselage,
above upper and below lower wing in the 1942 period. The photo 'may'
have fitted this except that normally I would expect a very 'dark' looking
colour scheme from this combination. I asked Peter Malone for his
thoughts and his response is as quoted below (Steve).
"Hello Steve,
I have great difficulty in accepting the Foliage Green over Yellow colour
scheme. There is nothing that supports this scheme at that time.

painted Yellow, overall aluminium dope was one of the approved finishes. I doubt that it would have been painted in Earth Brown/Foliage
Green/Yellow. Normally a major repaint requires that a fabric covered
aircraft be re-bagged and, as EB/FG/Y was only approved as an interim
scheme, it should have been finished in overall Yellow as noted above.
It went to Rathmines in mid 1941. Looking at the photo, I don’t think
that we can accept that it is still finished in overall aluminium. I have
seen some dull aluminium finishes but, this looks too dark to me, even
on the obviously dull day that the photo was taken. The finish looks to
me to be remarkably pristine and, perhaps, fresh out of the paint shop.
Fuselage roundels with a Yellow outer ring started to appear in late
1941 and were gone by mid 1942. The first date coincides with the time
that STF was fitting the Moth with floats and preparing it for service. If
the orders had been adhered to, the aircraft should have been finished
in overall Yellow. Based on the photo, this is obviously not the case.
Let us now, as our American friends say, think outside the box. When
the time came to paint the aircraft, STF would have had to have decided whether to treat it as a trainer or as a seaplane. The approved
trainer scheme of overall Yellow certainly does not match the visual evidence of the photo. As stated before, the pic looks too light for Aluminium and, as outlined above, I seriously doubt that it would have been
painted in EB/FG at the time, as this was only an interim scheme for
aircraft already so painted. This scheme was not re-introduced as the
specified scheme for training aircraft until mid 1942. On the other hand,
STF would have had stocks of paint for painting seaplanes. Could they
have treated the moth as a seaplane and painted it in Extra Dark Sea
Grey, Dark Slate Grey and Sky Grey as specified for seaplanes and,
then added the Yellow stripes accepted for training and com aircraft?
We do know that at this time they were painting Seagull V aircraft in
camouflage.

A7-111 was initially delivered to 2 EFTS, in mid 1940. As the RQAC
was also at Amberley it was probably just a matter of towing it across
the field to the RAAF. I have little info rmation on the colours carried by
RQAC D.H.60s but, believe them to be overall aluminium dope finish
with possibly Red stripes on the rudder. (See the attached photo of
RQAC Tiger, VH-UZV, with a D.H.60 in the background). I believe that
the D.H.60 probably served with 2 EFTS still carrying its aluminium finish but, with the addition of Yellow bands and R/W/B roundels in six positions as required by the orders of July 1940. Of course, the orders
also required that training aircraft be re-painted in overall Yellow but,
only at major overhaul or when re-bagging was required. As we know,
this often didn’t happen for some time. Until the aircraft could be re- (continued next page)
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On aircraft finished in the seaplane scheme, it is notoriously difficult to
distinguish the demarcation between the two upper-surface colours.
Looking at the photo, I believe that I can just make out a few tonal
differences and demarcations. It appears to me that the nose is the
lighter colour with a demarcation to the darker colour just near the
forward cabane strut and then another demarcation to the lighter colour just forward of the roundel. The area behind the roundel appears
to be the darker colour with another demarcation just ahead of the
band.
Pretty tenuous stuff I know but, FWIW, that is my hypotenuse! I have
included a couple of shot of Seagulls,to help illustrate my point about
the small differences in the tones of the seaplane camouflage colours
and, also, the overall ‘mid tone’ effect compared to the darker tone
one would expect with EB/FG. Incidentally, I believe that the upperwing roundel is probably Red/Blue. Also, I love that lagged exhaust
pipe: no danger of getting burnt there!
Peter"

Gipsy Moth Seaplane, A7-111, RAAF, used at Rathmines, with either Seaplane Training Flight or 9 Sqn RAAF (Seagull V/
Walrus) 1941/42.
Seaplane scheme of Upper surfaces Extra Dark Sea Grey and Dark Slate Grey. Lower surfaces Sky Grey. Yellow training band painted around
the fuselage, above upper and below lower wing (note that the fuselage band appears smaller than the official 36" required). 'B' type roundel
above the upper wings, 'A' type below lower wings, and 'A1' on the fuselage. No fin flashes carried. Serial in Black. Ref: Photo on previous page.
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by Matthew Ward
This isn‘t a bad kit to start with but adding elements of White Ensign‘s
brass set (which covers all 4 of the Trumpeter Kirov class kits), to
what you get in the box makes the it stand out among the modern
boxes on hulls type of warship (they all look the same to me, irrespective of class or size !) I finished Kirov as she was launched in 1980,
not as she is now, refitted several times, sporting more radar units
and renamed ‘Admiral Ushakov’.
Here‘s what I did, basically I built the kit following the instruction sequence, adding, improving or replacing kit parts with brass as I went
along. First items added were railings around the foredeck and two
inclined ladders from the foredeck down to the main deck. I folded the
ladders around a wooden matchstick and the railings were simply
superglued into the slight gap where the deck met the inner edges of
the hull top. The hull and deck had already been painted before the
brass went on.
The next brass to be added was a box girder ‘thingy’ which had to be
added to the front of the ‘mack’ (combination mast and smokestack)
the item had to be folded up from flat brass, I used a pair of single
edge razor blades, holding one along the fold line and the other to lift

the section being folded. Once that was done, 4 sections comprising
the sides of its mountings had to be superglued onto the mountings,
the whole lot replaces a kit part which although correctly shaped, was
solid and had nowhere near the detail exhibited by the brass. The
‘mack’ is about 3 inches high by about 3/4 inch wide at its base.
Still on the ‘mack‘, I went a trifle mad and put rails on all the platforms on its sides as well as the top platform and replaced the kit’s
horribly solid and thick radar elements with brass, the only kit part in
the whole radar array is the central spindle, which had to be slightly
modified, the instructions for the brass set told me how to accomplish
that task in very clear and understandable detail. In the photos below,
all the rails etc I’ve added are painted in a light grey enamel undercoat.
It was then the turn of the rear mast to cop some attention, again I
railed all its platforms, reshaped the top platform (to conform to photos of Kirov at the time I was modelling her), and replaced the kit’s
rather heavy and somewhat unconvincing plastic support legs on the
front of it as well as various other details. The rear mast is about half
an inch square by an inch or so high.
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It was then onto finishing the main deck railings, rear mast radar units
and adding the finished superstructures to the hull, a coat of paint
overall was followed by decal application and an airbrushed coat of
flat varnish to tie everything together and seal in the decals. I finished
her off by putting her on one of my usual simple ‘sea bases’ and after
taking her photos, banished her into the back of my display case,
where she can&rsquo;t be seen too easily, I will never admit to building modern warships!!.
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By Steve Mackenzie & Peter Malone
Some people think that the RAAF is only in the business of operating
'flying things' with wings. Not entirely true, as there are a large number
of vehicles operated for various purposes by RAAF units. One of the
most interesting, but possibly lesser known vehicles are the 12 ADI
'Bushmasters' which are used by the RAAF ADGs (Airfield Defence
Guards) as a 'quick reaction' vehicle.

by Steve Mackenzie
Credits : These photos are originally from the RAAF ADG Official
website.

Apart from RAAF roundels in Black (or Dark Green depending on
which colour it has to contrast with) on both sides, Colour Scheme is
the standard Army one in Green, Black and Tan that they apparently
paint everything that moves (including Helicopters etc)......Physically
vehicles these are the same as the standard IMV (or PMV) version
used in large numbers by the Army (see elsewhere in this issue for
Allan Yee's walkaround of an Army example).
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By Steve Mackenzie & Peter Malone
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$YDORQ$LUVKRZSDUW0LVFORFDO
by Dave Edwards
Dave Edwards has sent us a disk of photos which he took at this
years Avalon Airshow (plus some other material) with permission for
use in this publication. In this issue I have put together a selection of
various visiting aircraft that were on display, either flying or static at
the show (mostly USA).

Editor's Notes - Due to the large number of photos from Dave, I have
split them over several issues. This is the third batch, next month we
will have the promised local fast jets. (Steve)
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5HYLHZV
$XVVLH'HFDOV
Catalogue: various, see details

able from normal decals. They are very finely printed, with good colour
density. The only difference to normal screen printed product is that
the sheet has an overall clear film decal layer, so the individual items
need to be closely trimmed from the sheet and care taken with them
as they are quite thin.

Scales: 1/48, 1/72, and 1/32
Contents and Media: 1 printed decal sheet (Alps), an A5 sized instruction booklet (4 pages) with full colour profiles of each aircraft, and
decal instructions.

Aussie Decals - 72049 (1/72) – CAC Boomerang RAAF
WWII also available as 48049 (1/48th) and 32049 (1/32nd)
A sheet with four subjects in the 3 common scales

Price: Various – between $10.50 - $30.00 AUD
Review Type: First Look
Advantages: After-market decals for some very much requested subjects.
Disadvantages: Short run decals, limited edition only (in ALPS form).
Recommendation: Highly Recommended.
Damian Casey from Aussie Decals has released some new RAAF &
RAN sheets for various subjects. While Damian has not been able to
fit them into the production schedule yet for full scale production as
Screen Printed decals, he has done a small production batches on the
ALPS printer, which have gone to a small number of retailers.
The decals are printed by the 'ALPS' process but are not distinguish-
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Aussie Decals – 72058 (1/72) – Grumman S-2G Tracker
RAN. also available as 48058 (1/48th)
A sheet with one subject in the 2 most common scales. Note that the
S-2G version of the Tracker is not available as a kit in either scale yet.
The 1/48th scale is intended for a MPM kit that is due for release soon.
In 1/72 scale there is no S-2G kit, one has to use a conversion kit for
the Hasegawa kit (Plane Bits (VHC) one is available). This is not mentioned on the instructions.
As to availability - Novascale Decals (who are one of Aussie Decals
resellers) have been selling them on Ebay (Ebay I.D 'melinda4844'). If
they are out of stock, I suggest you contact Damian Casey of Aussie
Decals and make enquiries as to sources:

5HYLHZV
Aussie Decals – 72059 (1/72) – Douglas A-4G Skyhawk
RAN & RNZAF. also available as 48059 (1/48th) and 32059
(1/32nd)
A sheet with four subjects in the 3 common scales

Aussie Decals – 72060 (1/72) – Hawker Hurricane Mk.I/Trop
RAAF WWII. also available as 48060 (1/48th) and 32060
(1/32nd)
A sheet with three variations for the only Hurricane that came to Australia V7476 (aka A60-1) in the 3 most common scales. There is however enough roundels and serials to do all three variations on the
sheet.

Recommendation: all sheets Highly Recommended.
As to availability - Novascale Decals (who are one of Aussie Decals
resellers) have been selling them on Ebay (Ebay I.D 'melinda4844'). If
they are out of stock, I suggest you contact Damian Casey of Aussie
Decals and make enquiries as to sources:
Damian Casey - aussiedecals@bigpond.com
Website: http://www.aussiedecals.com.au/

Thanks to Damian Casey for the review samples.</P>

Reviewed by Steve Mackenzie
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