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This the first one for 2009 has the usual mixture of articles, having a bias towards the Wirraway (in honour of 
the 1/48th Special Hobbies kit). Don't forget that some articles have multiple HTML pages ('click' on the next 
buttons) and that one should click on any thumbnail pictures to load a larger copy.   
 
.As usual I have to thank those people who have kindly allowed us to reproduce their articles and photos this 
issue, in particular the following - Mick Mirkovic, Dick Hourigan, Peter Malone, Rod Blievers, Roger Lambert, 
Clarke Cone, Ley Reynolds, Alan Yee & the AHMWA. Don't forget that all photos credited to these 
individuals are subject to copyright and cannot be reproduced without their written permission. I also am 
grateful to Damian Casey from Aussie decals for the review material. 
 
Don't forget that all and any contributions to this publication are always welcomed, so send any material to 
the editorial address (P.O Box and email listed at the end of this page), or hand it to me at club meetings. 
 
 
Steve Mackenzie - Editor 
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The International Plastic Modelers Society, New South Wales Branch, 
Australia, or IPMS New South Wales is a group of enthusiasts de-
voted to the pursuit and promotion of plastic modeling.  The club 
meets on the 4th Saturday of each month, except December when the 
meeting is held on the 3rd Saturday.  Meetings start at 1:00 PM and 
are held at 
 
       Ryde City Bowling Club 
       Blaxland Road 
       Top Ryde NSW 

Visitors are always welcome to these meetings and see the competi-
tions, workshops and other various activities held by the club for peo-
ple of all ages and varying levels of skill in plastic modeling. 
        
If you would like further information, please phone (02) 9692 8040 or 
write to : 
       IPMS New South Wales 
       c/o P.O. Box 949 
       Glebe NSW  
       Australia  2037 

CAC Wirraway in RAAF service Post WW.II 

With the release of the special Hobbies CAC Wirraway kit, there is 
naturally a lot of interest in the service of this Stalwart of the RAAF. I 
won't go into the history of the type as it is well known, but have con-
centrated on one of the lesser known aspects of the types service in 
the postwar (post WW,II) era, which is not well covered. Wartime 
schemes  
 
Colour Schemes: Wirraways were initially operated postwar in the 
wartime scheme of overall Yellow plus wartime style Blue/ white na-
tional insignia. In 1948 the RAAF roundels changed to what is now 
known by the term 'D type', a Blue/White/Red roundel in the propor-
tions of 1:2:3. Sizes were officially 32" for the fuselage roundels and 
37.1/2" on the wings (upper and lower).  
 
The colour scheme was also chamged to Overall Aluminium dope. 
Dick Hourigan says that low hour airframes which had been selected 
for postwar service were refurbished by CAC in 1950 and the overall 
Aluminium dope scheme was applied as part of the process. 
'Kangaroo' roundels were carried on the fuselage only, from 1956, the 
wing roundels remaining unchanged. 
 
Serials were in Black and the CAC 'speedbird' was often carried on 
the rudder in Black & white. A Black anti-glare panel was painted on 
the upper forward fuselage and cowling (in most, but not all cases, 
this also included the forward windscreen framing). On some ma-

chines the Canopy framing was also painted Black. 36" Yellow train-
ing bands encircled the rear fuselage and wings. In the late 1950s, 
this was reduced in size to 24" on training airframes. however photos 
of this practice are rare.. 
 
The individual airframe portion of the serial was repeated under the 
cockpit on training airframes (note those machines attached to opra-
tional units did not always have these). The style and size of these 
fuselage numbers varied enormously from one airframe to another, 
so see the photos and drawings for examples. Note taht in many 
cases these fuselage numbers did not match the serials on the same 
airframe in style either !!!!  
 
Editor's Note  A couple of days before going to print, I received 
copies from Dick of Official drawings showing fuselage stencilling, 
positional and size of markings etc. These were too late to 
incorporate this time but will be in the next issue, along with some 
more RAAF schemes,  a look at the RAN airframes and other bits and 
pieces. 

A20-323 at Point Cook per Dick's notes. However ADF Serials indicates that the accident happened at 1 BFTS Urunquinty 
in 1955. Note 323 under cowl. Photos via Dick Hourigan. 

by Steve Mackenzie 
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C.A.C Wirraway, A20-586, between 1945-46 
Overall Yellow doped. Black canopy framing and windscreen, serials and fuselage numbers. Standard RAAF Blue/ White wartime style roundels 
in six positions. Note that the large aerial mast is still carried. These were removed from the airframes as part of the 1950 refurbishments by 
CAC. 

C.A.C Wirraway, A20-323, Point Cook or Urunquinty, 1955. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel (including forward windscreen), serials and fuselage numbers. CAC insignia on the rudder. 36" 
Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage and wings. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions.'323' carried under the 
cowl per Dick Hourigan's photos above. 
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A20-371, in the close-up, note the machine gun carried on the wing hardpoint for training purposes.Photos via Dick Hourigan. 
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C.A.C Wirraway, A20-703 R.H.Grant Tocumwal 27 Apr 1962. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel (including forward windscreen), serials and fuselage numbers. CAC insignia on the rudder. 36" 
Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage and wings. Standard RAAF 'D type' roundels were carried in six positions.Ref: Dick Hourigan's photo 
on page 8. 

C.A.C Wirraway, A20-371, Point Cook, prior to 1956. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel, canopy framing, serials and fuselage numbers. 36" Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage 
and wings. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions Ref: Dick Hourigan's photos previous page.. 

C.A.C Wirraway, 10 Sqn RAAF, A20-691, 1957. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel (including forward windscreen), serials and fuselage numbers. CAC insignia on the rudder. 36" 
Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage and wings. Standard RAAF 'D type' roundels were carried in six positions.Ref: Dick Hourigan's photos  
On the next page, 
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A20-691 joined 10 Sqn at Townsville in 1957. Although this is after 1956 when the 'Kangaroo' roundel was introduced for use on 
fuselages, it still has the old type. Not all airframes changed immediately however and this is a good illustration of that. Note that 
the 10 sqn Lincoln in the background has gained the 'Kangaroo' roundel however. Photos via Dick Hourigan. 
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For the 1st of our airframes with 'Kangaroo' style roundels, we get a rare look from 3 angles of A20-718, which crashed into  Port 
Phillip Bay on 08 Aug 1957. The machine which was based at Point Cook at the time was written off after this incident. 
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C.A.C Wirraway, A20-718, Point Cook, 08 Aug 1957. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel, canopy framing, serials and fuselage numbers. 36" Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage 
and wings. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions ('Kangaroo' on fuselage, 'D' type on wings)  Ref: Dick Hourigan's 
photos previous pages. 

C.A.C Wirraway, 25 Sqn RAAF, A20-636, late 1950s. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel restricted to upper fuselage only, serials and 'last 3' on rudder. CAC emblem on the rudder. 
Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions ('Kangaroo' on fuselage, 'D' type on wings). It is unusual in the treatment of the 
anti-glare panel and lack of 'training bands'. Ref: photo in Flightpath. 

C.A.C Wirraway, 21 Sqn RAAF, A20-644, Laverton, 1953. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel (but not including forward windscreen),  and serials. The propellor hub is painted a Gloss bright 
Red and the whole airframe is highly polished and buffed.. 36" Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage and wings (a later photo of the wings 
indicate that these were changed to the 24" type). Standard RAAF 'D type' roundels were carried in six positions. Ref: F/Lt Bob Bryant's photos 
on the Flikr website. 
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The above two photos show A20-674 at the R.H.Grant premises at Tocumwal in 1961 awaiting scrapping. This airframe which 
had operated at Point cook in the late 1950s exhibits very much standard markings for the time. 
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A20-681 as part of a line-up in 1959 at Point cook when they arranged 20 airframes in honour of the Wirraway's 20th year of 
service. Photo: RAAF Official. 

C.A.C Wirraway, A20-681, Point Cook, 1959. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel, canopy framing, serials and fuselage numbers. 36" Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage 
and wings. CAC emblem on the rudder. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions ('Kangaroo' on fuselage, 'D' type on 
wings). Ref: photo above. 

C.A.C Wirraway, A20-674, Point Cook, late 1950s. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel, front windscreen, serials and fuselage numbers. 36" Yellow bands encircling the rear fuselage 
and wings. CAC emblem on the rudder. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions ('Kangaroo' on fuselage, 'D' type on 
wings). Ref: Dick Hourigan's photos previous page. 
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Size and position of the 36" wing bands. 
Note that the upper portion of the 
trtnsparent cover to the landing lights 
was painted Yellow, the lower surface 
only is transparent. 

C.A.C Wirraway, 24 Sqn RAAF, A20-664, 1959. 
Overall Aluminium doped. Black anti-glare panel, forward windscreen, serials and 'last 3' on nose. 24" Yellow bands 
encircling the rear fuselage and wings. CAC emblem on the rudder. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in 
six positions ('Kangaroo' on fuselage, 'D' type on wings). Ref: photo above. 

Some airframes had their 36" Yellow bands around the fuselage and wings, reduced to a smaller width of 24". Photos of this 
practice are scarce and most airframes went to the end of their service lives with the larger 36" size. While this photo was taken 
at Bankstown in 1960-61, it's last service unit was 24 (city of adelaide) Sqn in 1959. Photo: Dick Hourigan. 
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RAN Oddity #1 - Wirraway A20-469 

By Steve Mackenzie 

C.A.C Wirraway, 24 Sqn RAAF, A20-666, 1959. 
Overall Aluminium doped airframe. Black anti-glare panel, forward windscreen, serials and 'last 3' on nose. 24" Yellow bands encircling the rear 
fuselage and wings. CAC emblem on the rudder. Standard RAAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions ('Kangaroo' on fuselage, 'D' 
type on wings).Very similar to the above example except that the fuselage band is centred on the roundel. This is much more common in photos 

Size and position of the 24" wing bands 
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While most RAN Wirraways were marked very similar to their RAAF 
postwar cousins (see the article on Postwar Wirraways in this issue). 
this one is an oddity. It has the Black anti-glare panel extended 
backwards to include all the canopy and the rear fuselage decking and 

front of the vertical fin, in a pattern similar to the upper fuselage 
camouflage on Sea furies and Fireflies. A most unusual and attractive 
scheme. 

Wirraway, A20-469, unk RAN trainin unit, early 1950s. 
Overall Aluminium doped with Black anti-glare area plus canopies, rear fuselage decking and forward vertical fin. Black serials and 'Navy' titles. 
Postwar 'D' type roundels in six positions. Note - some RAN Wirraways carried the Yellow 36" wing bands. One cannot tell from the photo 
whether they are present in this case. Photo: RAAF Historical Office. 

T-54 Medium Tank at Aberdeen Proving Grounds 

Aberdeen Proving Grounds in the United States tested most captured 
Axis etc vehicles during and after WW.II to ascertain their 
performance characteristics for Intelligence purposes. As AFV 
modellers would be well aware, many of these vehicles (and guns) 
have been on outside display at the Ground's museum for many 
years, this being the source for measurement of many of them as 
references for kits that have been released over the years.</p> 
 
This month we have a Russian T-54 Medium Tank from the 1950/60s.
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to 
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post 
them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with 
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged. 

Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to 
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post 
them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with 
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged. 
 
All of these photos on this CD are the copyright of Clark Cone of 
North Carolina, USA and may not be sold or distributed without his 
written authorisation.  
 
The rule shown in some photos to give scale is 2' overall, with one 
half divided into 6" and 1" segments. 

By Clarke Cone 
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De Havilland DH.89 Rapide addendum 

When I did the Rapide article in the last issue (22/4), I only had one 
photo of A3-2 in RAAF markings available to me. That photo (AWM 
Photo  078737) incorrectly identified the airframe as A33-1, and was 
from an angle where little could be seen of the fuselage markings. 
 

<p align="justify"> Dick Hourigan was kind enough to send up a 
number of further photos of A3-2 to enable this addendum to be done. 
My profile in the last issue is accurate apart from the fact that we now 
know that this airframe did not have the 'full stop' after the 'A' in it's 
serial presentation which A3-1 did. 

By Steve Mackenzie 
This first pair of photos appear to have been taken somewhere 'up country' during one of the Aerial Surveys that the first two 
Rapides (A3-1 & 2) did pre war. 
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TThe next pair of photos were both annotated as being taken at Laverton in 1938 
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And finally photos of two major incidents during it's career. The 1st shows the Rapide after it was forced down 500 miles west of 
Alice Springs when they became unsure of their position during a survey and landed short of fuel on a dried up lakebed on 
21/05/1937. After being located and refuelled, it was flown out undamaged on 30/05/1937. 
 
The 2nd shows the accident on landing when a wingtip hit the ground at Laverton on 03/02/38. Not surprisingly this led to the 
machine being written off  
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Australian Aero Club Chipmunks Page 9 

A Salutary Lesson 
 
<p align="justify">While much has been written before about the perils 
of interpreting black & white photos, yours truly has just come very 
close to badly burning his fingers! Until very recently, the Geoff 
Goodall photo below of VH-DDO was the only photo of a Darling 
Downs Aero Club Chipmunk I had ever located. 
 
In interpreting what colours were used, I was also “assisted” by a 
friend’s memories of 47 years ago as to how these aircraft were 
painted; his recollection was of “pale blue & straw-yellow”. And, looking 
at the photo this seems eminently possible; the anti-dazzle panel and 
spinner appear the same pale (blue?) colour, while the canopy 
framing, spine and vertical tail surfaces are a distinctly off-white shade. 
With the benefit of hindsight, just maybe the rear fuselage upper 
decking is also painted although initially I assumed it was merely a 
reflection on the bare-metal surface. 
 
When I finally located some colour photos of VH-DDO, I was utterly 
Photos indicate that one RNAC Chipmunk, VH-RNH, was painted in an 
overall pale blue scheme. One well respected local source has stated 
that this occurred after the aircraft was sold to a private owner; 
however the clear presence of the club badge and the fact that the 
photos can be dated 2 years before the aircraft’s sale suggest there 
was more to this story. Indeed, I can’t locate any photos of VH-RNH in 
the club’s standard white/maroon scheme!horrified! In reality the 
colours were very different (as you will see from Steve’s drawings later 
in this section). 
 
How was it possible to be so completely mislead? It was frighteningly 
easy - having stewed over this for days, I eventually enquired as to 

whether there were translucent corrugated panels in the hangar roof. 
The reply was “of course there were – they were the green ones”, 
which explains the tonal shift apparent in the photo. You just have to 
ask the right questions… 

Addenda No. 2 
 
Royal Newcastle Aero Club 
 
Photos indicate that one RNAC Chipmunk, VH-RNH, was painted in an 
overall pale blue scheme. One well respected local source has stated 
that this occurred after the aircraft was sold to a private owner; 
however the clear presence of the club badge and the fact that the 
photos can be dated 2 years before the aircraft’s sale suggest there 
was more to this story. Indeed, I can’t locate any photos of VH-RNH in 
the club’s standard white/maroon scheme! 

By Rod Blievers 



22  IN miniature Vol 

Chapter  No. 3 
 
Darling Downs Aero Club 
 
This club operated three Chipmunks over the period 1956 to 1962. 
After the loss of VH-DDO in 1962, VH-RNH was leased from the 
RNAC until early 1964. 
 
Registrations: All in the VH-DD* series, these being VH-DDO, -DDN 
and –DDP. 
 
Colour Schemes:This club unusually took the labour intensive course 
of stripping their aircraft back to bare metal, and then polishing them. 
The club’s colours of blue and white, previously used on their Tiger 
Moths, were retained although now applied in a simpler form. 

Fig.35 - VH-RNH (C1-0511, ex WG461); to RNAC on 20.11.1955, sold on 24.9.1965, subsequently VH-CYN, VH-CCE, VH-
WGI, remains current. 
VH-RNH displays her unique overall light blue scheme. When recorded at Toowoomba in 1963 (on loan to the DDAC) this scheme was relieved 
only by the white registration letters and spinner. The following year the aircraft was photographed at RAAF Williamtown with both the wing-tips 
and tailplane tips also painted white. 

Fig.36 - VH-DDO (C1-0303, ex WD362); to DDAC on 1.2.1957, destroyed in a hangar fire at Toowoomba on 29.8.1962. 
A colourful and rather elegant scheme – previously the club’s Tiger Moths had been painted overall white with a blue top decking. The blue  
decking  was retained for the Chipmunk, with the white being now restricted to the canopy framing, fuselage spine, horizontal and vertical tail 
surfaces. The spinner and wingtips were painted orange/red. 
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Latrobe Valley Aero Club 
 
This club initially acquired five Chipmunks commencing in 1956, although 
they only operated four (one was sold on before assembly). The club 
never seemed greatly enamoured with the type; disposals commenced a 
mere two years’ later. The last Chipmunk had gone by 1961. 
 
Registrations: In the MO* range. Aircraft comprised VH-MOA, -MOB, -
MOE and –MOR. The last two aircraft carried the titles Borough of Moe 
and Morewell Shire Council respectively. 
 
Colour Schemes:Chosen as a result of a club competition which was 
held along with a committee warning that the club could not afford an 
overall re-paint of its aircraft; the scheme comprised the original painted 

silver finish with (eventually) the engine cowlings, canopy framing, 
wingtips, undercarriage fairings and fin & rudder being painted yellow. 

Despite the type’s short tenure, minor details of the scheme seem to 
have changed frequently. 

 
VH-DDO upper surfaces – note the upper/lower views are to a 
different scale than the profiles. 

Fig.37 - VH-MOA (C1-0138, ex WB609); to LVAC on 18.9.1956, sold to RVAC 
as VH-RVL on 5.5.1961, exported to the USA as N713H in 1969. 
VH-MOA is seen in its very early days with the LVAC. The scheme is obviously ex-RAF 
overall silver; the club has added pale yellow to the canopy framing and vertical tail surfaces. 
The anti-dazzle panel with a straight lower edge leading directly to the forward cowl was 
uncommon, but occasionally seen, on RAF Chipmunks. Note also the diminutive fuselage 
registration. 
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Fig.38 - VH-MOB (C1-0059, ex WB618); to LVAC on 28.9.1956, sold to RVAC on 30.9.58, registration changed to VH-RVQ 
on 4.11.1958, crashed into the RAAF Stores Depot at Scoresby Vic on 1.2.1959. 
This aircraft shows subtle differences to VH-MOA above; larger registration letters and with the wingtips and cowl in yellow also. The anti-dazzle 
panel now has a tight radius curve down to meet the cowl front; this style was eventually applied to all four LVAC Chipmunks. 

Royal Victorian  Aero Club 
 
The first Chipmunk for the RVAC (VH-RVS) arrived in 1953, quickly 
building up to a fleet of 10 aircraft by 1960. The RVAC was awarded a 
contract by the RAN to provide initial aircrew training/grading, thus the 
club maintained a large fleet rather later than others. To sustain this, in 
1961/62 the club acquired five additional Chipmunks from other Aero 
Clubs, even building another (VH-RVE in 1965) from spare parts! The 
last two Chipmunks remained until 1974, giving the RVAC a 20 year 
association with the type, which was the longest continuous operation 
of the Chipmunk by any Aero club in Australia. 
 
Registrations: All aircraft were in the RV* range, i.e. VH-RVE, -RVG, -
RVH, -RVJ, -RVK, -RVL, -RVQ, -RVR, -RVS, -RVT, -RVU, -RVV, -
RVW, -RVX, -RVY and –RVZ. 
 
Colour Schemes: Initially, another very plain overall silver scheme, 
soon to be embellished with vertical rudder stripes in dark blue, pale 
blue and dark blue again. This practice mirrored what was applied to 
the club’s Tiger Moths. 

 
In 1960 a distinctive new scheme would appear, one that would 
forever be synonymous with the RVAC. Overall the fuselage, including 
the wingroots, was now painted pale blue. A narrow dark blue full-
length fuselage stripe was applied, edged (where appropriate) in white. 
Another dark blue device swept up from the rear fuselage over the 
lower fin and rudder. By 1960’s design standards it was classy. 

Fig.39 - VH-MOE (C1-0057, ex WB616, G-AOSC); to LVAC on 17.4.1957, sold (as VH-GAH) on 25.4.1958, subsequently 
VH-BWM, then VH-UEU, remains current. 
One of two named LVAC Chipmunks, VH-MOE displays both the club badge and the name 'Borough of Moe' superimposed on a red scroll, with 
both devices on the rudder. The anti-dazzle panel is the more common RAF style. By now yellow had been extended to the undercarriage 
fairings and wheel hubs also; this also became standard throughout the fleet. On VH-MOE however, the landing lamp housing was painted an 
unidentified mid-tone colour (shown here as a brown shade). 
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Fig.41 - VH-RVZ (C1-0498, ex WG424); to RVAC on 10.9.1954, sold and re-registered as VH-RTW on 2.2.1965, remains 
current. 
The first rather minimalist indication of club parentage started appearing around 1956 – dark blue/pale blue/dark blue stripes were added on the 
rudder. Note how two thin stripes of the original rudder colour (silver) separate the blue stripes. 

The next year the RVAC acquired two Chipmunks from the RNAC; these 
were VH-RNE (which became VH-RVG) and VH-RNI (becoming RVH). 
Both aircraft joined the flight line at Moorabbin wearing RVAC 
registrations, but retaining both their RNAC white/maroon scheme and 
(initially) badges. VH-RVG only survived with the club for a mere 2 
months, but –RVH managed to retain its “orphan” scheme for the 
duration of its career. 
 
By 1962 the scheme was modified by the addition of Day-Glo paint. For 
the Chipmunk this meant that the upper fin & rudder, plus tailplane and 
elevators were thus painted. 
 

Colour instability problems associated with Day-Glo abounded, for when 
the “new” VH-RVE emerged in 1965 it wore a scheme reminiscent of the 
first arrangement, i.e. without the Day-glo. It should be noted that this 
scheme was not identical to the earlier design, being rather simplified: it 
was then applied throughout the fleet. 
 
By 1969 only three Chipmunks remained; VH-RVE, -RVS and –RVW. In 
an effort to modernize what was now a rather dated scheme, the fin area 
was painted in medium blue with a stylized “V” device within a circle. VH-
RVE carried this scheme, plus a garish combination of fuselage checks 
and blue/white bands on the wings. 

Fig.40 - VH-RVX (C1-0485, ex WG411); to RVAC on 1.1.1954, crashed whilst carrying out a forced landing at Ferntree 
Gulley, Vic on 6.9.1961. 
The earliest RVAC scheme; the original RAF finish with no indication (apart from the registration) of club ownership.John Hopton collection. 
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Fig.43 - VH-RVY (C1-0472, ex WG398); to RVAC on 10.9.1954, sold on 14.11.1968, 
remains current. 
The last change to the overall silver scheme was to superimpose the club wings across the 
rudder stripes. Note that no attempt was made to re-position the fuselage registration letters on 
the earlier aircraft. This scheme closely paralleled the RVAC’s Tiger Moths. 

Fig.44 - VH-RVR (C1-0122, ex WB674, G-AOTL); to RVAC on 1.7.1958, stalled and 
crashed near Ferntree Gulley Vic on 30.1.1960. 
VH-RVR’s status as a post 1957 arrival is indicated by the fin registration letters, although the cowl 
letter here is rather smaller than usual. This aircraft retained its spinner for a very short period 
before it was removed. Note that not all RVAC Chipmunks had the club wings applied before the 
overall blue scheme appeared in 1960. 

Fig.42 - VH-RVV (C1-0484, ex WG410). To RVAC on 4.6.1957, crashed near 
Moorabbin Vic after an unsuccessful forced landing on 6.2.1965, some components 
were used for the VH-DHX restoration, the balance (including the forward fuselage 
from which the aircraft identity is derived) subsequently registered as VH-MMR on 
6.10.2004 intended to be restored as a flying example, but now on static display 
(and de-registered) at Queensland Air Museum, Caloundra Qld. 
Aircraft arriving at the RVAC from 1957 onwards had their registrations applied to the fin; these 
letters were (by necessity) smaller than the previous fuselage characters so as compensation the 
“last letter” was also repeated on the cowl sides. 
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Fig.46 - VH-RVT (C1-0066, ex WB625); to RVAC on 19.9.1957, sold as VH-RJK on 
17.1.1964, re-engined to become a DHC-1/A1 in 1968, remains current. 
VH-RVT as it was first seen in 1960, resplendent in the club’s new scheme. The fuselage and 
wheel hubs are pale blue, while the trim stripes are a dark blue, with the remainder of the airframe 
overall white. The club badge was moved to the forward fuselage. Note the black chord-wise 
stripe under the wings in line with the undercarriage; this was intended to hide mud and dirt 
thrown up by the wheels. This scheme was very short-lived and was seemingly applied to only a 
few airframes before the advent of the Day-glo patches. 

Fig.47 
As seen in 1962, VH-RVZ with freshly-applied Day-Glo markings. These covered the upper- & lower 
surfaces of the tailplanes and elevators, the upper fin & rudder as well upper fuselage flat surface 
aft of the tailplane leading edge. The form of the “Z” on the cowl was unusual. The entire RVAC 
Chipmunk fleet was to wear this scheme. 

Fig.45 - VH-BSJ (C1-0098, ex WB658); sold to RVAC on 22.3.1960, re-registered as 
VH-RVK on 20.8.1960, crashed during unauthorized low flying near Bangholme Vic 
on 8.9.1964. 
One oddity of the RVAC’s “silver era” as VH-BSJ, seen here when newly acquired from the 
Tasmanian Aero Club in 1960. Despite quickly acquiring the RVAC fin stripes and superimposed 
badge (albeit applied lower than usual), it retained its Tasmanian registration - depicted in their 
unique “blocky” style - for several months before becoming VH-RVK. Even then it did not quite 
conform to the RVAC scheme; it retained its bare-metal surfaces. Very unusually, this aircraft has 
had its undercarriage fairings removed. 
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Fig.47a - VH-RVU (C1-0146, ex WB698); to RVAC on 
11.1.1957, sold on 17.1.1964 and exported to New Caledonia 
as F-OCEF, returned as VH-KJM in 1971, destroyed in 
Cyclone “Tracy” at Darwin NT on 25.12.1974. 
 

Upper surfaces of the standard RVAC Day-glo scheme. Note that by 
painting the upper rear fuselage Day-glo, the orange appears as a solid 
block. 

Fig.48 - VH-RVK – see VH-BSJ above 
Photographed at Parafield in 1964, VH-RVK wore the then standard RVAC scheme but also sported “racing number” decals for the R.M. Ansett Air 
Race. The RVAC seemed to have completely eschewed fitting spinners to their Chipmunks; making this example very unusual - perhaps the 
aircraft was “bulled up” especially for the Air Race ?. 
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Fig.50 - VH-RVH (C1-0123, ex WB675, VH-RNI); to RVAC on 4.10.1961, sold on 
24.1.1965 as VH-AKB, remains current – one of the two Australian Chipmunks 
still being used commercially. 
A wolf in sheep’s clothing? Despite being re-registered, VH-RVH retained its RNAC colour 
scheme (and initially even that club’s badge) throughout its four-year career with the RVAC, even 
to the point of having the new registration applied in maroon lettering. The letter “H” appeared (in 
black) on the cowl at the same time that the RNAC badge was subsequently removed. Evidently 
some undercarriage items were replaced when the aircraft arrived at Moorabbin; note the 
mainwheel hubs, as well as the tailwheel strut fairing are pale blue. 

Fig.51 - VH-RVW (C1-0064, ex WB623), to RVAC on 12.10.1956, sold to NZ as ZK-
DUC on 4.2.1974. 
By the end of the decade the RVAC re-vamped their colour scheme, placing a stylized circled “V” on 
the fin & rudder, with that area being overpainted in bright medium blue shade (marginally lighter 
than the fuselage stripe).  It was a minimalist change to the earlier scheme. Note the diminutive and 
sloped fuselage registration letters. 

Fig.49 - VH-RVE (C1-0211, ex WB761); erected from spares by RVAC, registered on 
20.12.1965, sold 4.4.1974, subsequently went to the RAC of WA as VH-RWI on 
9.3.1992, crashed during forced landing practice near Mundijong WA on 25.2.1997. 
Ongoing problems with stability and fading of the Day-glo eventually led to its removal. Not only was 
the top of the fin & rudder re-painted white, but the triangular section at the base of the rudder (and a 
small portion of the fin) became white also. Simultaneously with this, the wingtips were now painted a 
light blue, although this appears to have been a shade darker than the fuselage colour. Note that 
VH-RVE appears to be the only RVAC Chipmunk from this period NOT to have worn the club badge. 
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Fig.52 
By 1970 the rather garish final variation of the RVAC scheme appeared; liberally festooned with 
checks and stripes. The checks run full length down the fuselage side, while the undercarriage 
fairings are similarly treated. Stripes have been applied to the fin plus both surfaces of both wings and 
tailplanes/elevators. Note how the upper rear fuselage treatment has changed; the top is now pale 
blue (including under the canopy) while the medium blue (edged in white) extends from the dorsal 
spine. 

Fig.52a 
VH-RVE upper surfaces, showing blue leading edges with the remainder of the surfaces white. Blue stripes are applied to both the upper- and lower-
surfaces of all horizontal (and vertical) flying surfaces. The registration would have been very difficult to interpret against this background! 

Editor's Note – Rod Blievers who co-operated with Roger Lambert on the RAAF Oddity article re the RAAF evaluation of the DHC Chipmunk a 
couple of years ago, kindly agreed to provide material for a series (3 parts) on the colour schemes of DHC Chipmunks in service with local 
(Australian) Aero Clubs. This is the final part unless we find more info leading to another addendum. 
 
All drawings by myself (Steve Mackenzie) from photos (scans) and other info supplied by Rod.  



IN miniature Vol 23/1  

Australian Matildas 

By Ley Reynolds 

Ley Reynolds sent me a CD with these marvellous images of local 
Matilds preserved at the Musums at Puckapunyal, Bandiana and 
Singleton. They are a must for anyone who is going to build a Matilda 
in local colours. 
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Dual Seat Vampires with the RAN Part 2 

by Steve Mackenzie 

A79-837 NW-927 

A79-8xx NW-930 
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Dick Hourigan sent me a series of photos of RAN Dual Vampires 
which he had in his collection, plus some official diagrams to illustrate 
various points. From this additional info I have put together this 2nd 
part to the article. 
 
The RAN acquired 5 airframes serialled A79-837 to 841, under the 
designation T.34. In 1954-55 at least 4 were operated by 723 
Squadron which was then a Fleet Requirements unit with a variety of 
types. They carried the side numbers numbers 926 to 928 plus 930 
(from the above evidence) on the nose. Possibly there was also a 
'929', meaning that they had all 5 RAN airframes initially. Later the 
series was changed to side numbers 956 to 960. 
 
Colour Schemes and Markings – All RAN Vampires were painted 
overall Aluminium dope (necessary due to their operating environment 

and the fact that the fuselage is wooden) with 36" yellow training 
bands around the wings just outboard of the booms and encircling the 
rear tail booms (for some reason RAAF T.33/35s appear to rarely 
carry these) as standard. 'NAVY', serials and side numbers were all in 
Black along with a small amount of stencilling on the airframe. They 
quickly gained 'NW' (for Nowra) on the vertical tails and in later years 
often carried Black/Yellow rudder markings as embellishment.  
 
Attached below (from Dick) is a copy of the Official Navy instructions 
for this scheme, showing the officaial size, location and colours of the 
markings (note that individual airframes did vary slightly at times). 
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A79-838 NW-874 Nowra 02 Oct 1961 

724 Squadron (who by now operated the Vampires), used side 
numbers [n the 871 to 874 range during 1958-1963, followed by the 
range 802-809 in 1963-1970. The only other changes were the use of 
'Kangaroo' roundels and the change to blade type aerials. The final 

change to markings (after adoption of the 'Kangaroos') was the 
addition of Black/Yellow stripes to the rudders (note these varied in 
layout from airframe to airframe).  



IN miniature Vol 23/1  

XG766 NW-874 Nowra, 3 May 1963 

The last major developement was the importation of four Sea Vampire 
T.22 airframes (XA101, XA167, XG766 and XG770) from the U.K in 
1957 and 1959. These were evenually marked in RAN service as N6-
xxx, the 'xxx' being the last 3 digits of the British serial. They usually are 
seen with the Black/Yellow stripes on the rudders. Initially they had side 
numbers also in the 87x range, same as the 1-2 locally built examples 
that survived. 

Above : XA101 NW-873 Nowra, 3 
May 1963 
 
 
Right : A79-842 NW-802 Nowra 3 
May 1963. The changeover has 
begun to 800 series numbers, as 
this is taken on the same day as 873 
& 874 above. 
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Above & Left : A79-838 NW-806 and A79-
840 NW-804 both taken at Nowra 04 Nov 
1968. 
 
 
 
 
Lower : A79-840 NW-804 and A79-842 
NW-805 both taken at Nowra 28 Aug 
1971. Interestingly A79-840 had been 
officially 'reduced to spares' in 1965, 
although most of the airframe is still intact 
in 1971, albeit missing a few panels. Also 
note how narrow the Yellow portions of 
the rudder stripes are on A79-840. 
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XA167 NW-807 and XG770 NW-809 both taken at Nowra 04 Nov 1968. Interestingly XG770 NW-809 is carrying a drop tank with 
'807' on it and does not have rudder stripes yet. 
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Above : XG770 NW-809 again, also taken 
at Nowra 04 Nov 1968. 
 
Left: XA167 NW-807 taken at Nowra 28 
Aug 1971. Apparently this airframe never 
gained the 'N6' prefix to it's serial while in 
service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lower: N6-766 NW-808 taken at Nowra 
28 Aug 1971. 'N6' prefix to it's serial at 
this stage in service. 
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Editor's Note -Dick Hourigan supplied all the photos used here and 
other info used in this article. Many thanks to him for the assistance. 
All drawings by myself (Steve Mackenzie) from photos (scans) and 

other info supplied by Dick. 

N6-770 NW-805 taken at Nowra 28 Aug 1971. This airframe 
also had the 'N6' prefix to it's serial by the end of it's service. 
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This is a photo essay and walkaround on the current status of the 
restoration of Wirraway A20-688. In 2003 it was decided to restore the 
Museum’s Wirraway, I first had to take photos of the engine mounting 
bay prior to it’s removal for restoration (see photos). Slowly the 
Wirraway was dismantled and moved to the Museum’s workshop for the 
restoration to begin 
 
The Wirraway was moved back into the North Hangar due the closure of 
out workshop last month and the re-assembly has been progressing in 
the North Hangar, the photos where take between Oct. 14 and 16, 2008 
when the engine was mounted and the starboard wing was re-attached. 
When completed the Wirraway will be in it’s last scheme when in RAAF 
service, i.e. 1950s trainer scheme of Silver overall with Yellow training 
bands and pre-kangaroo roundels. It was previously in 5 Squadron’s 
WW II scheme, though it never served during the war.</p> 
 
<p align="justify">Mike Mirkovic,  
<br>October, 2008</p> 
 
<p align="justify">The first batch of photos were taken on 1st June 
2003, during the restoration of the engine which was done at that time. 

Restoration of AHM of WA’s CA-16 Wirraway A20-688 Part 2 

by Mike Mirkovic 
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Wirraway, A20-688, 25 Squadron RAAF, Pearce, C.1956. 
Overall Aluminium doped with 36" Yellow training bands around fuselage and wings. Black anti-glare area, serials (inc small last 3 on rudder) 
and forward windscreen framing. Black/ White C.A.C emblem on rudder. Postwar 'D' type roundels in six positions, plus fin flashes. Reference: 
AHMWA Photo P009259 

The remainder show fist off, the completed engine restoration. The 
remaining photos are additional ones taken in Oct 2008 of the 
restoration work underway. The last one appears to show it in the 
WW.II scheme that in previously carried (see details from Mick 
above). 
 
Note – See part 1 in the last issue (22/4) for the balance of the 
restoration photos., Also see the separate article in this issue for the  
Technical Manual scans that Mick sent. I have also added a profile 
of the airframe in it's Postwar 25 squadron scheme for interest. 
(Steve). 
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In addition to the exytensive walkaround photos of the restoration of 
Wirraway A20-688, at the AHMWA Museum at Bull Creek W.A, Mick 
also sent these scans taken from the Wirraway repair manual. 

Together they provide a very timely reference to detailing the Special 
Hobbies 1/48th kit which is now available. (Steve - Editor). 
 

Wirraway Manual Drawings 

by Mike Mirkovic 
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 Images from the Photographic Library of the 
Aviation Heritage Museum of W.A 

 The Photographic Library at the AHM of WA is a vast treasure of 
photographic images from all periods of aviation history. We currently 
have over 32,000 images in all forms from glass plate negatives, 
nitrate & cellulose negatives, slides (colour & B/W), photos and 
computer scans. The vast majority come from private collections and 
most haven't been published before. 
 
 In the collection there are images from the dawn of aviation in W.A, 
Australia and the World, WWI aircraft (including a rare selection of 
prototypes of RFC/RAF and French aircraft) both from the Western 
Front and the Middle East, England and even the Italian Front. There 
is also post war civil and military, WWII (all fronts) and post WWII to 
current times (civil & military). These photos are all under copyright to 
the Museum and can only be published with due recognition to their 
source. 
 
 These photos can be purchased from the Museum as the Museum's 
Photo No. is shown next to each photo, if no number is shown it's 
from my own personal collection. The Museum's address and details 
are as below: 
 
Aviation Heritage Museum of WA 
Bull Creek Drive 
Bull Creek WA 6149 
Phone: (08)9311-4470 
Fax  : (08)9311-4455 
Email: alclarke@raafawa.org.au 
Website:www.raafa.org.au 
 
Please mark all correspondence attention to the Photographic Library 
or myself. 

P016616 - Avro 643 Cadet II, A6-5, 1 FTS, Point Cook, circa 1937. 
P016655 -Three DH94 Moth Minors (1 carrying experimental 
camouflage) and two CA-5 Wirraways, 22 Sqn RAAF, in a hangar at 
Richmond, c.1940. 
P891482 - CAC CA-17 Mustang Mk.20, A68-71 HU-A, 78 Sqn RAAF,  
at Williamtown, c.1946. 
P970542 - Supermarine Walrus, ZA-N, 8 Communications Unit, 
Townsville, 1945. 

P970544 - De Havilland Mosquito Mk.40, A52-528, Townsville, 1945. 

Caproni Ca309 Ghibli. This photo of 3 Sqn's hack is usually 
said to be taken in Sicily, circa Sept 1943. 

P970545 - Curtiss P-40N-1 Kittyhawk, A29-459, 75 Sqn RAAF, 
Townsville, c.1944. 
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P970550 - Noorduyn Norseman, A71-4, KF-B, 5 Communications 
Unit, Townsville, 1945.. 
P970552 - Short Sunderland III, A26-4, 40 Sqn RAAF, at anchor at 
Port Moresby, 1945. 
P970557 - One for you Roger. Vultee Vengeance TT, A27-2, at 
Townsville, c.1945. 
P971015 - Lysander Mk.II, L4677, preparing to take-off, North Africa, 
c.1942. 
P971019 - P-40E Kittyhawk 1a cockpit interior, 3 Sqn RAAF, North 
Africa, c.1942. 
P971021 - P-40E Kittyhawk 1, CV-X, 3 Sqn RAAF, with 250 lb bomb, 
North Africa, c.1942.. 

Editor's Notes - Another batch of various RAAF types. Captions 
are based on those listed in the AHMWA records. 
 
Copies of any of these can be ordered from the Museum as above by 
writing to their address for information on sizes available and prices 
etc. Quote the above 'P' reference nos with any enquiries to identify 
items required. (Steve) 
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RAAF Oddity #22b - Vickers Valiant B.1 WP209 

by Andre Hummel with additional model notes by 

Mick advised: "Valiants WP209, WP204, WP206 & 207, all belonged 
to 138 Squadron, RAF. WP209 was flown out 31 July 1955 but was 
delayed during flight, it arrived at Salisbury S.A. on 11 Aug., 1955 and 
was alloted to Air Trials Unit for Bomb Ballistic Trials and flown by 
RAAF crews, WP204 was flown out later for Blue Steel trials. 
 
>WP206 & WP207 also from 138 Squadron, flew out to Singapore, 
Australia and NZ for Operation 'Too Right' and toured RAF, RAAF & 
RNZAF bases during Sept., 1955 (see attached photo of one of them 
at Pearce above). 
 
49 Squadron, RAF flew out WZ366, WZ378 & 381 for Operation 
'Buffalo' - the A-bomb tests at Maralinga, for which WZ366 dropped 
the third bomb on Oct. 6, 1956 and the other two flew photographic 
sorties. 
 
The following Valiants were at Woomera for the Blue Steel trials from 
1959 to 62 and attached to 2 Air Trials Unit, RAAF : WP204, WP206, 

WZ370, WZ373 & WZ375. There were others popping in from time to 
time but these were only brief visits for specific trials ( mostly 543 
Squadron, RAF photographic Valiants (B(PR)K.1s)". 
 
Dick Hourigan supplied a copy of an article on these Valiants, written 
by Jim Grant (at the time with AHMWA) and published in Model 
Aircraft Monthly June 2003. 
 
The article confirms that WP209 spent 5 years in Australia, serving 
with 'Air Trials Unit' (later 1 A.T.U) and from 1958 2 A.T.U. From 1956 
onwards it carried RAAF style roundels (i.e 'Kangaroo' roundels on the 
fuselage and 'D' type on the wings). The RAf serial WP209 was 
retained (per the photo above). 
 
Thanks to Mick from AHMWA for the use of the photos which from 
their collection, Ref Nos P019187 & P011914. Also for Dick for 
sending the copy of the MAM article. 
 

Info from Mike Mirkovic & 
Dick Hourigan 
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Kit:-The following is an inbox review of the new tooling Gloster Meteor 
Mk.7 kit from Xtrakit. It is an injection moulded, partly new tool (based 
on the Xtrakit/MPM Mk.8 kit).  
 
Parts:- 74 in gray plastic with two clear itms. One decal sheet plus one 
vinyl canopy mask. The moulding is very crisp, there are relatively few 
parts with some small areas of flash. Some slight sink marks existed on 
the main landing gear legs. 
 
Special Comments: Produced by Hannants in England and 
manufactured by MPM in the Czech Republic, this kit utilises the wing 
sprue from the Mk.8 kit, with a newly moulded sprue for the fuselage 
and other diferent parts. While the wingspan is correct, the fuselage is 
one scale foot too long. Instead of being the 1/72 scale equivalent of 43 
feet 6 inches (7.25" or 184.15 mm), As the overlength of 3/16" (4.2 
mm) is not in any one area, it will have to be accepted. 
 
Quite detailed cockpit side walls, instrument panels and floor are 
supplied, however the fighter type control columns should be replaced 
with the correct spade grip types. The bare seats will be improved by 
the addition of seat belts, either made from scratch or etched RAF 
Type Q harnesses. Trial balance of the model before assembly will be 
essential, as the Mk.8 needs more weight than instructed and this 
version is shorter in the nose. 
 
Construction of the 2 piece full span wing is straight forward with the air 
intakes and exhausts needing pre-painting. Originally the wheel wells 
were only primed RAF Grey/Green (FS# 34226), the dull Aluminium 
painted finish was quite often applied later during overhaul. When 
fitting the engine tail cones, part B3, in step 14, make sure it's three 
engraved lines are matched to those on the main engine cowling. 
 
Installation of the landing gear doors will be easier and more accurate if 
short lengths of styrene strip (e,g 0.020 x 0.030 in) are glued on the 
upper inner edge to replicate the hinges. The instructions call for 
scratch built supports for the mudguards on all three landing gears, a 
simpler and more effective solution is to wrap a length of 0.015 in soft 
wire in a U shape around the mudguard outer lower edge and glue it to 
the fork, then trim the length. 

When removing the nose gear leg (part A12) leave the small diameter 
moulding path on it so this can be used to locate it into a hole drilled in 
the cockpit floor (A13) to provide better joint strength than the weak 
butt joint as shown in the instructions. The sides of the nose wheel bay, 
aft of the nose cone joint, should be lined with 0.005 in thick plastic 
card to replicate the real aircraft. the area forward of this is open in the 
real aircraft. When fitting the engine nose rings (part B9), fill the seam 
to blend it to the intake as the originals were covered with doped 
aircraft fabric, so no seam was visible. The six vents underneath the 
engine nacelles have also been overlooked. 
 
Remainder of the assembly is typical of this type of kit, with normal care 
needed as there are no locating pins and sockets. The camera gun 
aperture and the central air intake as shown on the box lid artwork 
could be drilled out to improve appearance. The pre-cut vinyl self 
adhesive canopy mask will save a lot of time in masking the many 
small clear panels. When masking the canopy MPM have made both 
sides a mirror image, however the right hand side should have a 
slightly different layout. There isn't any direct vision window and frame 
in the lower corner of the right hand side windscreen on the full size 
machine. Similarly there is only one large window instead of two at 
window number four on the right hand side. 
 
The instructions make no mention of the colours for the three 
Navigation lights or the three lower identification lights on the rear of 
the wing at the tail of the ventral tank (these details are identical on 
Meteor Mk.8s also).  There is only one swing down landing light, under 
the left outer wing, so fill in the engraved circle under the right hand 
side. The landing light has a chrome silver reflector behind the clear 
lens. The left hand Nav light is Red, with the Green nav light on the RH 
(Starboard) wing tip. The tail Nav light on the rear of the fin bullet has a 
Black body with a White lens. The three lower Ident lights as viewed 
from <u>underneath</u> are Red to left, Green to right and Amber at 
the rear. 
 
Decals:-Markings for two RAF aircraft, one camouflaged trainer with 
the 2nd being a Aluminium, Black and Yellow target tug. One set of 
national markings (rAF) is provided with alternative serial numbers plus 
wing walk lines and a small selection of stencil markings. 

Review of Xtrakit 1/72nd Scale Gloster Meteor Mk.7, Kit No. 72005 

by Dick Hourigan 
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Greg Anderson from Ozmods has once again sent me the above 
promotional material on the one of their latest kits, the  Full details of 
what is included with the kit is available from the Ozmods website at  
 
'http://www.users.bigpond.net.au/ozmodsscales/main.html'. 
 
 
 

Ozmods 1/48th Caribous 


