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Well we have finally reached the end of 2009 with this issue of 'in Miniature'. We have the usual mixture of 
articles, however the drawings promised for Part 2 of the Firefly TT article has been held over till next time 
due to pressures of time and the awaiting of copies of the Oficial RAN drawings for the scheme. Don't forget 
that some articles have multiple HTML pages ('click' on the next buttons) and that one should click on any 
thumbnail pictures to load a larger copy. 
   
 As usual I have to thank those people who have kindly allowed us to reproduce their articles and photos this 
issue, in particular the following - Mick Mirkovic, Dick Hourigan, Peter Malone, Roger Lambert, Clarke Cone, 
Micheal Price, Gary Wickham, Ley Reynolds. Alan Yee, Warren Evans & the AHMWA. Don't forget that all 
photos credited to these individuals are subject to copyright and cannot be reproduced without their written 
permission. I also am grateful to Red Roo, Damian Casey from Aussie Decals and Ley Reynolds for the 
review material. 
 
Don't forget that all and any contributions to this publication are always welcomed, so send any material to 
the editorial address (P.O Box and email listed at the end of this page), or hand it to me at club meetings.   
 
 
 
Steve Mackenzie - Editor 
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457 Squadron RAAF in the UK 1+41-42 Part 2 

By Steve Mackenzie 

Origimally Spitfire Mk.Vbs were used by 457 Suadron at Andreas on 
the Isle of Man during the period which the squadron was working up 
to operational standard. These included 'Hoot' Gibson's BP-H BL351 
which is well known and often presented in the style of markings 
shown in the heading photo. Gibson left 457 Sqn in March 1942 just 
before the unit moved to Redhill (being replaced as 'B' Flight 

Commnader by R.H.C Sly) and BL351 had the Victory markings 
removed, leaving only the 'Donald Duck' insignia, as per the rare photo 
on the next page. This is the scheme which I have chosen to draw for 
this article. 

Well known RAAF Official photo of F/Lt J.Gibson (NZ) who gained his 13.5 victories shown here in the Battles of France and Britian. He was one 
of the experienced non Australian pilots who were brought in to fill the command positions while the unit was working up to operational standard 
at Andreas.. 

Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-H, BL351, 'Donald Duck', previous pilot: F/Lt J.
Gibson (NZ), Andreas, Mar 1942. 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band 
encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and Spinner. Black serial BL351. Standard RAF 
roundels of the time (see text) were carried in six positions. Ref: photos above. 
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Rare photo of Fred Britland (who was I believe a ground crew member) sitting in the cockpit of BL351 at Andreas in Mar 1942. This was 
after F/Lt Gibson had left the unit and his victory markings were removed from the airframe. This machine ended up with 452 Sqn at 
Andreas (after they had swapped bases and airframes with 457 Sqn), coded UD-H .but that is a story for another time. Photo via Peter 
Malone. 

Don Maclean's BP-P BL636 after a minor mishap at Andreas in 1942. Photo via Peter Malone. 
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Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-E, AB138, Andreas, early 1942. 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and Spinner. 
Black serial AB138. De Havilland spinner rather than the Rotol type used on the 'BL' serialled airframes. Standard RAF roundels of the time (see 
text) were carried in six positions. Ref: photo above. 

Spitfire Mk.Vb BP-E AB138 at the firing butts, Andreas, Isle of Man. This airframe is another that went to 452 Sqn when they exchanged bases 
with 457 Sqn in late March 1942.  Photo S.Mackenzie collection. 

Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-P, BL636, 'Borough of Acton', pilot: P/O D.Maclean, Andreas, early 1942. 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and 
Spinner. Black serial BL636. 'Borough of Acton' in Yellow. Standard RAF roundels of the time (see text) were carried in six positions. Ref: photo 
above. 

Another Spitfire Mk.Vb used at Andreas was BP-P BL636 'Borough of 
Acton' flown by P/O Don Maclaean. Don Maclean served with 457 sqn 
several times throughout the War, firstly in Europe, then Darwin as a 
Flight Commander and finally postwar as the last Commanding Officre 

before the unit was disbanded in 1945. BL636 was a presentation 
airframe with the title 'Borough of Acton' in 4' Yellow lettering, both 
sides on the fuel tank cover, forward of the windscreen. 
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Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-E, BM240, 'Clifton Gardens', pilot: F/Lt R.H.C.Sly , Redhill, 27 April 1942. 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and Spinner. 
Black serial AB171. Presentation name 'Clifton Gardens' in Yellow. Standard RAF roundels of the time (see text) were carried in six positions. Ref: 
photo on the next page.. 

Another De Havilland spinnered 457 Squadron Spitfire Mk.Vb, BP-V AB171 at Andreas in 1942, Photo S.Mackenzie collection. 

Colours and Markings 
 
At the time that the Squadron was originally formed in June 1941, the 
colour scheme for RAF Fighter aircraft was Dark Green and Dark 
Earth upper and Sky lower surfaces (i.e the 'Temperate' scheme). This 
however was changed to what was termed the 'Day Fighter scheme' 
on 15th August 1941. This consisted of Dark Green/ Ocean Grey 
upper and Medium Sea Grey lower surfaces. All of the airframes 
illustrated here except BP-R P8175 seem to be in this later 'Day 
Fighter scheme'. This is not surprising as none of the photos available 

pre date Aug 1941. 
 
All of the airframes illustrated carry standard markings for RAF 
Fighters of the time period. This consisted of 36" 'A1' style fuselage 
roundels, 50" 'B' style upper wing and 50" 'A' style under wing 
roundels. Code letters were 'Sky' coloured as were the fuselage bands 
and Spinners. Serials were marked in 8" Black lettering (styles could 
vary) where carried. Note that RAF roundel styles changed the month 
before the unit returnrf to Australia  but I have not seen any examples 
of such in photos. 

Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-V, AB171, Andreas, early 1942. 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and 
Spinner. Black serial AB171. De Havilland spinner rather than the Rotol type used on the 'BL' serialled airframes. Standard RAF roundels of the 
time (see text) were carried in six positions. Ref: photo above. 
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Miles Magister, L8054, 457 Squadron, Andreas, Jan 1942. 
Something a little different, the Sqn's Magister which was photographed at Andreas. Dark Green and Dark Earth upper surfaces 
with Yellow lower surfaces. Black serial L8054.  Standard RAF roundels of the time were carried in six positions. (Note: Profile is 
NTS with the Spitfires). Ref: Aviation Photo Album (PSL) P.53. 

Spitfire Mk.Vc BP-E BM240 'Clifton Gargens' after a crashlanding following an escort mission on 27 Apr 1942. It's usual pilot was F/Lt R.H.C.Sly 
who was not injured in this incident. As per the profile on the previous page. 
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Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-K, serial unk, pilot: Keith Colyer, Andreas or Redhill, early 1942. 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and Spinner. 
serial unk. Australian Flag carried beneath the cockpit both sides. Standard RAF roundels of the time (see text) were carried in six positions. Ref: 
photos above. 

Keith Colyer with the Spitfire Mk.Vb BP-K serial unk which he used in 1942. This may be taken at either Andreas or redhill as he was transferred 
to 452 Sqn in April 1942.Photo S.Mackenzie collection. 

I am not sure exactly when the above photo was taken as Keith Colyer was transferred from 457 Sqn to 452 after the unit 
had started operations at Redhill. Thus it could be taken at either location (although I suspect it may be Andreas). It 
appears to carry the Australian Flag under the cockpit, but not the White Hare insignia. 



IN miniature Vol 23/4 9  

Photos showing a complete scheme of the Mk.Vbs taken at Redhill are 
irly scarce in available sources so we can't present many schemes 
here unfortunatly. There are some additional Photos however giving  
additional views of some of the schemes herein, presented below.The 
additional photos are courtesy of RAAF Official, Peter Malone and the 
S.Mackenzie collection.  

A different view of BP-H BL351. 

Spitfire Mk.Vb, 457 Squadron, BP-H, BM305, Redhill, Mar/Apr 1942 
Dark Green and Ocean Grey upper surfaces with Med Sea Grey lower surfaces. Sky band encircling the rear fuselage, Code Letters and 
Spinner. serial BM305 in Black (first 3 digits obscured by overpainting). Standard RAF roundels of the time (see text) were carried in six positions. 
Ref: Spitfire in Action (Squadron-Signal) P.12. 
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Two more photos of Don Macleans BP-P BL636 
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Pilot with BM240 in Apr 1942, showing the presentation name 'Clifton Gardens'. At this stage the 'BP' code was forward of 
the roundel on this side, it was moved to the rear before the incident on 27/4/42 per the photo previously shown. 
Pilot with BM240 in Apr 1942, showing the presentation name 'Clifton Gardens'. At this stage the 'BP' code was forward of 
the roundel on this side, it was moved to the rear before the incident on 27/4/42 per the photo previously shown. 



12  IN miniature Vol 

Luskentire Air Day 

Gary Wickham (and several other IPMS Luminaries) made a visit to 
one of the regular Air Days at Luskentire. Gary passed me a large 
number of images that he took on the day of the restored Tiger Moth 
that they did Air Experience flights in.</p> 
 
<p align="justify">These represent a very good source of DH.82 detail 
photos. Due to the large number involved (over 200) I will split them 
over three issues. Colour scheme of the Tiger Moth (for those viewing 
this print version) is overall Trainer Yellow. 

By Gary Wickham 
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Czech Model&rsquo;s 1/32 scale F-80C 

Introduction 
 
The F-80 was the USAF’s first operational jet fighter, with two YP-80As 
deployed to Britain and two to the Mediterranean theatre of operations 
in the last months of WWII. The two aircraft deployed to Britain failed 
to achieve operational status, though the latter two aircraft undertook 
several operational sorties as part of an in-service evaluation program. 
However, after this fairly inauspicious start, the definitive F-80C ver-
sion went on to perform sterling service during the Korean War, initially 
in the fighter then ground attack roles.  
 
The F-80C was built in greater numbers than any other 
variant. Whilst their early sorties were air superiority mis-
sions, the vast majority were focussed on ground sup-
port, particularly after the arrival of F-86 Sabres able to 
take on the Russian flown MiG15s on a more equal foot-
ing. Despite this, it’s worth noting that the first ever jet vs 
jet combat victory was achieved by an F-80. 
 
The kit 
 
The Czech model kit of the F-80 is the first, and only, 
injection moulded kit of this aircraft in this scale. Its over-
all shape is very good, the fit is excellent, while the sur-
face features finely engraved panel lines. There are a 
few criticisms as well; the nose wheel is backward, the 
cockpit and wheel wells are somewhat lacking in detail 
(though the PE instrument panel is excellent) and, with-
out a little work, the windscreen is too far forward. How-
ever, all are easily fixed and can result in a magnificent 
kit. While a blow by blow description of building this kit  
isn’t necessary, it’s worth pointing out a few tips and cor-
rections identified along the way. 

By Mike Prince 
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Cockpit 
 
The kit includes a magnificent pre-painted PE set for the instrument panel. 
Instrument details are on a separate acetate sheet which shows through the 
holes in the panel. However, the instrument panel sits within a fairly simple 
cockpit tub that is rather lacking in detail. This was easily detailed from pho-
tographs by adding some switches from wire, (drill a series of small holes, 
feed wire through and glue from behind, then trim very short when all holes 
have been filled), as well as canopy runners inside the coaming. The resin 
seat is well detailed but appears to be for a T-33 rather than an F-80, 
though I could be wrong. More importantly, the seat is a bit short so 

the headrest looks far too low once fitted unless the seat is raised 
about 3mm. Use trial and error before adding the footrests to the bot-
tom of the seat. I actually chose to correct both these problems by us-
ing an after-market resin seat from AMS Resin. AMS Resin make a 
magnificent cockpit set for those so inclined – but I was too far gone 
to use the full set. Canopy tracks and an actuating ram were also 
added to the fuselage top just behind the seat. 



22  IN miniature Vol 

Windscreen position 
 
In looking at several side-on photos, something looked out of place in 
the nose area. After much consideration, I noted that photos and 
drawings show the rear edge of the windscreen to be about level with 
the rear-most part of the air intake opening. However, as moulded, the 
kit forces the windscreen to be placed further forward. The fore and 
aft position of the actual cockpit opening appears about right, but the 
tapered sides near the front of the opening flare outward to full cockpit 
width in too short a distance, forcing the windscreen to be incorrectly 
positioned further forward. I therefore corrected this by adding wedges 
of scrap plastic beneath the sides of the windscreen, allowing it to be 
positioned further aft. The accompanying pictures explain this much 
better than trying to describe the solution. In the final stages of con-
struction I moved the gun sight back by the same amount. However, if 
you disagree, please ignore the advice.  

Undercarriage and wheel wells 
 
If only one change is to be made to the kit, it’s to reverse the nose 
wheel leg. The leg should be on the starboard / right hand side of the 
wheel with the wheel facing to port. I did this by removing the com-
pression strut, drilling lengthways through the remaining sections of 
the leg, and inserting a brass rod to both correct the error and improve 
its strength. The rod goes right through into the fuselage. For the re-
mainder, I shortened the main legs slightly by pushing them further 
into the wings, and detailed the wells from plastic sheet and sprue off-
cuts, plus aluminium and copper wire. The kit includes both injection 
moulded wheels and two very good but differing sets of resin wheels 
containing differing hub and tread patterns. I used the injection 
moulded items. 
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Air intakes 
 
This is the one area of the kit where fit 
proved to be a little challenging. I found 
the fit could be improved by scraping 
the insides of the mating surfaces 
where the lower edge of each intake 
fairing meets the lower fuselage in or-
der to make them thinner. Further, I 
found that super-gluing only the upper 
edge to the fuselage, then gluing the 
lower edge later, worked better than try-
ing to do all of it at once. 
 
Flaps 
 
As an aside to correcting these rela-
tively minor flaws in the kit, as usual, I 
found it difficult resist making things 
harder than they need to be. In this 
case, it was to drop the flaps. The flaps 
were cut out then the insides of the 
wings scraped, filed and sanded 
smooth. Unwanted openings were filled 
using sheet plastic. Simple ribs were 
added then shaped once the glue dried, 
then a razor saw used to cut a groove 
in these ribs to accept one longeron 
(running from end to end). A length of 
aluminium rod was glued into the 
groove to complete the internal struc-
ture. 

Other changes 
 
Other small changes included a bit of filing to the mount-
ing lug for the jet pipe so that it sticks out the back a bit 
as well as adding some length to its rather short inner 
end. Sway braces for the pylons came from the spares 
box. 
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Painting and markings 
 
The model was finished in Alclad II using 
both Polished Aluminium and Aluminium, 
the latter in selected areas only. This re-
sulted in a very shiny finish with a high 
contrast between the two, with both shine 
and contrast reduced significantly under a 
thin coat of Testors Metalizer Sealer. This 
was then buffed with Micromesh polishing 
pads. The kit markings are excellent in both 
registry and colour density, responded well 
to Microset and, when over-coated with a 
second coat of Metalizer Sealer, the carrier 
film disappeared completely. To avoid prob-
lems trying to match the blue of the nose 
marking decals I masked and painted all 
areas of blue rather than using the intended 
combination of decals and paint. However, I 
found that a 1:1 mix of Humbrol 14 (French 
Blue) and 15 (Glossy Sea Blue) was an al-
most exact match, so perhaps all my mask-
ing to do this was unnecessary. Panel lines 
were subtly highlighted with a pencil, a lit-
tle chipping undertaken with a scalpel, then 
the airframe given a very light and uneven 
overcoat with a light brown / grey mix to 
replicate dirt and dust and tone down the 
markings. Finally, clear epoxy glue 
(Araldite Clear) was used to replicate the 
landing light lenses.  
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Conclusion 
 
In my opinion, with a little work to cor-
rect a few errors, this can be made into 
a great kit of a significant aircraft that, in 
this scale, is big enough to be admired 
but small enough to sit on a shelf. As a 
bonus, my wife likes the dragon so 
chose the colour scheme (peace in our 
time). Am I looking forward to a T-33 
one day? Absolutely. 
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155 mm Howitzer at Aberdeen Proving Grounds 

Aberdeen Proving Grounds in the United States tested most captured 
Axis etc vehicles during and after WW.II to ascertain their 
performance characteristics for Intelligence purposes. As AFV 
modellers would be well aware, many of these vehicles (and guns) 
have been on outside display at the Ground's museum for many 
years, this being the source for measurement of many of them as 
references for kits that have been released over the years.</p> 
 
This month we have a 155 mm 'Long Tom' Howitzer. This is the first 
half of a large set of images, the remainder will be in the next issue. 
 
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to 
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post 

them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with 
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged. 
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to 
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post 
them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with 
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged. 
 
All of these photos on this CD are the copyright of Clark Cone of 
North Carolina, USA and may not be sold or distributed without his 
written authorisation.  
 
The rule shown in some photos to give scale is 2' overall, with one 
half divided into 6" and 1" segments. 

By Clarke Cone 
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FR.5, VX385, side number 205, frpm HMAS Sydney's 
817 Squadron in 1953, showing the standard 
camouflage scheme of the time. 
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Aircraft in China 1920-1940 

Historical Notes 
 
In the latter part of the 19th century, the Imperial Government of China 
became increasingly corrupt and much weaker, as evidenced by the 
major concessions wrung from it by the Euopean powers. The Sino-
Japanese War of 1894 was a military catastrophe for China and the 
Boxer Rebellion, although nominally not directed by the Government, 
resulted in another defeat which gave the Europeans and the USA the 
opportunity to demand more concessions and reparations. The death 
of the Manchu Emporer and accession of two-year old Pu-Yi in 1908 
led to the virtual paralysis of the the Government.  
 
A minor army mutiny in Wuchang in 1911 quickly led to widespread 
unrest, civil war and the founding of the Chinese Republic, headed by 
General Yuan Shih-Kai and Sun Yat-sen. Within three years these two 
had fallen out and, while most of the world was diverted by WWI, 
China descended into a complex web of mini-states, each controlled by 
one or a clique of warlords all of whom promoted themselves and their 
cronies to General. The next twenty years was a period of ever-shifting 
alliances, civil wars, “pacification operations” and “bandit suppression 
expeditions”. In 1928 the ruler of Manchuria and probably the strongest 
warlord, Chang Tso-lin, was murdered by the Japanese Army, which 
occupied the entire province in 1931 .In 1937 border skirmishes 
escalated into the Second Sino-Japanese War — in reality this was the 
start of WWII. 
 
By the end of WWI virtually every warlord had decided that he needed 
an air force — no-one could “lose face” to the neighbouring warlords. 
In an effort to prevent, or at least mitigate the effects of, the use if 
airpower in China — no doubt worried about the possible damage to 
their commercial interests — the UK, USA, USSR, France, Italy, Japan 
and Holland signed the International Arms Embargo Agreement on 
China. Their various aircraft manufacturers promptly ignored this and 
rushed to fill Chinese orders — notably led by Curtiss, Vickers and 
Handley Page. 
 
This Series 
 
This occasional series of articles will illustrate a few of the hundreds of 
aircraft types used in China in the period 1920 — 40. Sometimes these 
will merely be unusual colour schemes; other times a degree of 
conversion work will be required and basic drawings and conversion 
notes will be included. Help for this series was provided by Ian K. 
Baker, Cyril Ferris, Clarence Fu and Rob F.Gee</p> 
 
A few words on the aircraft markings are in order here. Generally each 
air force had its own style of marking but these often were based on 
the Republican redlyellow/blue/whitelblack barred flag and/or the 
Kuomintang 12-point white star on a blue disc. When aircraft were 
captured or air forces amalgamated, the markings were not necessarily 
altered at once and hybrid schemes were common. 
 

The Kits 
 
Over the years. only a limited number of (3ladiator kits have been 
produced. These are:. 
 
1/72 scale 
 
Airfix - first released in the early 1960’s this is, at least, a biplane with a 
passing resemblance to the Gladiator but is extremnely simplified and 
the mouldings are crude. Frobably no longer available. 
 
Heller — in my opinion the best kit of the subject available. The overall 
dimensions and shapes are accurate with the eicception of the 
elevators which are marginally too wide in chord. External details are 
by way of fine raised lines and a subtle fabric effect where required. 
The internals provide a suitably detailed cockpit which can be seen 
through the three part canopy which is quite thin and clear. Extra 
detailing such as seat—belts and fuselage framing will enhance the 
completed model. The engine moulding is not really adequate but no 
doubt Aeroclnb provide an alternative in white metal. Alternative parts 
are provided for both Mark 1 and Mark II as are Finnish-styled skis and 
the wings are pre-drilled for rigging. Finally markings are provided for a 
Mark I of 263 Squadron RAF and a Mark I of the Swedish volunteer 
unit F19. in Finland, although the camouflage scheme for the latter is 
inaccurate. Still available although somewhat erratically. 
 
Frog - in the 1970’s this manufacturer had a Gladiator in their range but 
it has not since reappeared under the flovo label. The author would be 
glad to hear from any reader who can supply details. 
 
Matchbox — one of this firm's earliest releases and, in my opinion, one 
of their best overall -dimensions and shapes matched published 
details, although the tailplanes may be a little short in span. External 
detailing is a mixture of fine engraved and raised lines, with suitably 
restrained fabric effect. Cockpit detailing is basic and will require some 
work. Unhappily the canopy is rather thick and a little too shallow. Once 
again the engine needs replacement or some extra detailing. Only the 
Mark I propellor is provided and decals are for 73 Squadron RAF pm-
war and a Swedish J8 example. Availability is unclear at the time of 
writing. 
 
1/48 scale 
 
Although Ley didn't give any notes for them, one must mention that 
there are also the Classic Airframe kits in 1/48th and a couple of 
ancient offerings also (Pyro etc from memoey) (Editor). 
 
 
Gloster Gladiator I, Chinese Air Force, 29th Pursuit Sqn, 1938 
Overall Dark Green, White fuselage codes, Blue/White rudder stripes, 
detail drawing shows the non standard roundel carried on the upper 
wings (and possibly also lower wings). 

By Ley Reynolds 
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RANAS Nowra 1969=1970 

Ley Reynolds sent me a batch of photos of various types taken at the 
Aircraft Park at Nowra plus some Gannets on the Fire Dump on the 
FAA base. 
 

By Ley Reynolds 
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Similarly to Allan Yee, Warren Evans has lent me an album from an 
overseas trip in 1989 when he visited various Museums etc. Over the 
next 5-6 issues, I will scan various images to be presented here. 
 

This time we have photos from the Musee d'Le Air at Le Bueget, Paris, 
Love the outside exhibit of the three Magisters as shown in the first 3 
images. (Steve - Editor). 

Images from the Photo Collection of Warren Evans 
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One of the most popular club members, Alan  has a large collection of 
personal photos dating back to just after the end of W.W.II. Many of 
these photos are from an era from which few good illustrations turn up in 
print in the usual sources. 
 
Until recently Alan did not have prints of many of his negatives that he 
had taken over the years. With the advent of access to cheaper 
scanning solutions he has been able to obtain electronic copies of much 
of his collection and has agreed to this publication using a selection of 
his images in each issue. He and myself (the editor) will select some for 

use each quarter, on some occasions they will be to a random theme as 
here, sometimes it will concentrate on one particular airframe or type, on 
other occasions there may be a mini walkaround of a particular airframe. 
 
Alan has kindly lent me one of his albums in order to scan the prints for 
use in these pages. This month we have Part 2 of a Walkaround of 
Mustang A68-110 (marked as A68-769). Part 1 was in the last issue. 
 
(Steve - Editor). 
 

Images from the Photo Collection of Alen Yee 

by Alan Yee 
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 Images from the Photographic Library of the 
Aviation Heritage Museum of W.A 

 The Photographic Library at the AHM of WA is a vast treasure of 
photographic images from all periods of aviation history. We currently 
have over 32,000 images in all forms from glass plate negatives, 
nitrate & cellulose negatives, slides (colour & B/W), photos and 
computer scans. The vast majority come from private collections and 
most haven't been published before. 
 
 In the collection there are images from the dawn of aviation in W.A, 
Australia and the World, WWI aircraft (including a rare selection of 
prototypes of RFC/RAF and French aircraft) both from the Western 
Front and the Middle East, England and even the Italian Front. There 
is also post war civil and military, WWII (all fronts) and post WWII to 
current times (civil & military). These photos are all under copyright to 
the Museum and can only be published with due recognition to their 
source. 
 
 These photos can be purchased from the Museum as the Museum's 
Photo No. is shown next to each photo, if no number is shown it's 
from my own personal collection. The Museum's address and details 
are as below: 
 
Aviation Heritage Museum of WA 
Bull Creek Drive 
Bull Creek WA 6149 
Phone: (08)9311-4470 
Fax  : (08)9311-4455 
Email: alclarke@raafawa.org.au 
Website:www.raafa.org.au 
 
Please mark all correspondence attention to the Photographic Library 
or myself. 

P019852 - Williamtown c.1966. 4 CAC Mk.32 sabres from 2 O.C.U in 
flight near Nobby's Head, Newcastle. L-R are A94-919, 907, 927 & 1 
unknown.. 
P019853 - A similar formation of Mk.32 Sabres A94-918, 927, 925 and 
906. 
P019854 - Williamtown 16th February 1966. 76 Squadron Sabre being 
overflown by an RAF Vulcan during an Airshow. 
P019855 - Williamtown 16th June 1966. 76 Squadron lineup of Mk.32 
Sabres with A94-941 leading. 

Caproni Ca309 Ghibli. This photo of 3 Sqn's hack is usually 
said to be taken in Sicily, circa Sept 1943. 

P019857 - Williamtown c.1966. CAC Mk.32 sabre A94-352 from the 76 
Squadron 'Black Panthers' Aerobatic Team.  

P019856 - Williamtown c.1966. 4 CAC Mk.32 sabres from the 76 
Squadron 'Black Panthers' erobatic Team in flight 
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Editor's Notes -  Mick sent a disk of photos from the collection of 
Lyle Lambie who served at williamtown in the 1960s. They will be run 
over the next few issues on this page. 
 
Copies of any of these can be ordered from the Museum as above by 
writing to their address for information on sizes available and prices 
etc. Quote the above 'P' reference nos with any enquiries to identify 
items required. (Steve) 

P019858 - Williamtown c.1966. CAC Mk.32 sabre A94-915 from the 
2 O.C.U 'Marksmen' Aerobatic Team. .  
P019859 - Williamtown c.1961. CAC Mk.32 sabre from 2 O.C.U 
firing rockets during a training excercise.  

P019865 -  Williamtown 11 Sep 1966, Unknown Canberra mk.20 from 
82 Wing being serviced.  
P019867 - Williamtown 11 Sep 1966, Air Force Week display  of P2V-
5F/SP2E Neptune A89-307 from 11 Squadron RAAF. 
P019868 - Williamtown 11 Sep 1966, Air Force Week display  of P2V-
5F/SP2E Neptune A89-307 with C-130A Hercules A97-213 of 36 Sqn. 
P019869 - Sane two airframes (A89-307 & A97-213) as in the previous 
caption. 
P019871 - Williamtown 11 Sep 1966, probably the same  Canberra 
mk.20 from 82 Wing as above. 
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RAAF Oddity #27 - CAC Wirraway A20-619 

The Wirraway seen below was put to a very unusual use at the end of 
WW.II. It was used to assist in Fire Fighting (extinquishing oil well fires 
set by the Japanese at the Siera Oil Fields, Brunei). When the 
Australian forces invaded this area in mid 1945, the Japanese 
sabotaged most of the oil wells to deny their use by the Allies. Dick 
provided a very intersting article of these Fire fighting operation by the 
9th Division RAE. Unfortunately we don't know at this stage which 
publication these pages originate from, nor am I able to reproduce 
them for this printed version. 
 
The above AWM photo shows the same airframe earlier in 1945, 
before it went to RAE. It is in the common 1945 scheme for Army Co-
op machines of overall Foliage Green. Note there are no White I.D 

markings which were no longer required to be carried. The unusually 
presented codes (QE-R) and serial A20-619 all appear to be in White. 
Standard Blue/ White roundels are carried in six positions plus fin 
flashes in the same colours. Armament is not carried and the aerial 
mast has been removed (unusual but not unique for this period).  
 
I have assumed that there may be a whip aerial mounted on the rear 
fuselage (similar to postwar airframes), for radio reception, although 
this isn't visible in the photo. Later when used at Siera they also 
removed the tail planes, outer wings, engine cowling etc as per the  
heading photo on this page. 

CAC Wirraway, 4 Squadron RAAF, QE-R, A20-619, Labuan, 1945. 
Overall Foliage Green. White codes (QE-R) and serials. Other details as per the notes above. Ref: AWM photo P01119.001 

Fire Fighting operations underway at the Siera Oil Fields Brunei by Dick Hourigan.  
Profile & Text by Steve Mackenzie 
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AWM Photo No. P01119.001 of Wirraway A20-619, Labuan  
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Stinson Reliant, A38-1, 2 Comm Flight, 1941. 
Overall a very light Yellow with most of the wings in Dark Red (bordering on Maroon). All 
the trim areas on the fuslage are in the same Dark Red, outlined in Black (this includes the 
serial). Note that the Red above the wings extends down the top of the spine of the 
fuselage and around the edge of the vertical fin and rudder also (see AHMWA photo 
above). Standard roundels of 1941 in six positions. There are 2 Medium Yellow bands 
encircling each wing (see scrap view). 

Dick Hourigan sent me a later photo of the Stinson Reliant A38-1 after 
seeing our article in issue 23/2 of 'in Miniature'. Apart from showing that 
the airframe was repainted in mostly overall Aluminium Dope (see below 
for further details), it also showed that the Red trim on the fin extended 
around the outer extremity of the rudder also. This IS present on the 
original scheme per the photo on the previous page, but is very difficult to 
see against the background unless you know that it is there. I have 
amended my original drawing below to reflect this new info. 
 
Scrap view of the wing showing the layout of it's colouring. The lower 
wings appear to be identically painted.. Note this is NTS with the fuselage 
drawing 

An important High quality shot of the RAAF Reliant. Interesting features here are the Yellow bands above the wings  and how the Red 
colour continues down the top of the fuselage spine and around the vertical fin. Photo: AHMWA P018179 via Mick Mirkovic. 

RAAF Oddity #23b - Stinson Reliant A38-1 

by Steve Mackenzie 
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Stinson Reliant, A38-1, 2 Comm Flight, 1941/42. 
Overall Aluminium Dope with the wheel spats still in the original Yellow/ Red colours. All the 
trim areas on the fuslage and wings which were originally Dark Red, show through the 
Aluminium Dope as lighter areas  Black serial A38-1. Standard R/W/B roundels in six 
positions (no fin flashes).above). Ref: photo above via Dick Hourigan. 

Photo courtesy of Dick Hourigan of A38-1, repainted in what is believed to be mostly overall Aluminium Dope. 

In the photo above which Dick sent us, it can be seen that all the 
fuselage and wings have been repainted one solid colour (which Dick 
believes was Aluminium Dope). The former Red areas are showing 
through as a different shade (being fabric covered it is not possible to 
remove these before repainting). This however does not apply to the 
metal cowling areas, or to the wheel spats which appear to be in the 

original Yellow/ Red colours. Research continues on this airframe as 
there is a very strong possibility that it would have been eventually 
repainted in the Foliage Green/ Earth Brown/ Sky Blue scheme as 
were other Comm airframes in it's class such as the Fairchild 24 and 
Cessna 17 which we have covered previously in 'in Miniature'. 
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Reviews 

Allied Wings” series No 7, Boeing Fortress Mk.1 
 
By Phillipe Listermann (Author), colour artwork by Malcolm Laird; 
published in France by Phileditions at 13.50 Euro 
 
Perhaps given my  
 
completion last year of an Academy 1:72 Boeing Fortress Mk.1 in RAF 
colours, Ley Reynolds from Platypus Publications asked me to cast an 
eye over this small but informative 44-page softback booklet on the 
early Boeing Fortress in RAF service. 
 
The booklet is 170mm x 245mm, in between A5 and A4 in size and 
orientated in portrait format. It is well illustrated and clearly set out with 
good use of text boxes to add special information. There’s no space 
wasted except perhaps for a couple of maps which don’t seem to add 
much detail to the story. The book is broken into two main sections; the 
first covers the story of the introduction of the B-17 into the RAF, early 
experiments and trials, use by 90 Sqdn in daylight bombing raids, use 
in the Middle East and use by 220 Sqdn in Coastal Command. The 
second section, a full half of the book, provides a very high level of 
detailed information on the operational record, including sorties flown, 
captains’ details, aircraft and crew members lost on operations 
(including name, rank, number and service), aircraft allocation to 
squadrons with dates and markings, and a roll of honour at the back. 
The book is also illustrated with many black and white photographs, 
including about half a dozen close-ups with lovely detail which I had not 
seen before. 
 
The highlight of this book is the wealth ofdetail on the actual operations 
undertaken by the pathetically small number of Fortress Mk.1s which 
the Brits were able to muster and keep serviceable during the second 
half of 1941 – they only had twenty in the first place! The degree of 
research is impressive! The text has been generally very well 
translated and is very readable, whilst still providing lots of details for 
each aircraft, crew and sortie.  

 
There are only a few colour illustrations in this book, including one 
which is correctly identified as being in Dark Earth, Dark Green and 
PRU Blue, though the uppersurface pattern is incorrect. A second 
aircraft is in different colours for Middle East operations while a third is 
shown in Coastal colours (EDSG and DSG over White) with a full set of 
ASD aerials –admittedly provisional as the official photo had been 
tampered with by the censor, but that’s the project for my second 
Fortress Mk.1 because, as they said about Cindy Lauper, she’s so 
unusual. 
 
This is a very well detailed booklet on a short, unhappy but very 
interesting component of the RAF’s war effort. While perhaps aimed 
more at the historian than at the modeller, it will provide valuable 
background and context, offering assistance and inspiration for those 
modellers with a taste for the unusual.  
 
This book is available direct from Mushroom Publications in the UK. 
 
Otherwise for IPMS (NSW) members, the book is available from Ley 
Reynolds (Platypus Publications) at club meetings. 
 
Mushroom Model Publications 
 
Website: www.mmpbooks.biz 
 
 
Review By Dave Richardson 
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Reviews 

Most Secret War  
 
By R.V.Jones (Author) & Penquin (Publisher) 2009 
 
When this book first came out in 1978 it was the first to give a complete 
picture of British technical/scientific intelligence operations in WW2 and 
was a landmark publication. I read it at the time and found it 
engrossing, although Jones’ text is rather condescending in tone. Since 
then numerous other titles have been published and unhappily the 
2009 reprint does NOT include revised/updated information. 
 
The book covers everything from the Knickebein beam navigation 
system to German nuclear research via German radar, V-1 and V-2. If 
Jones is to be believed he was personally responsible for all these 
intelligence breakthroughs despite attempts to stop him by all branches 
of the Army, RAF, most of the RN, the Civil Service and virtually all 
other British scientists. No chance at self promotion is too small – eg he 
does admit that Constance Babington-Smith discovered the V-1 at 
Peenemunde but as she was merely a photographic interpreter it was 
left to Jones to alert the world to its true importance. He also feels it 
necessary to comment on several non-technical operations such as 
“The Man Who Never Was” and claims that not only did he request PR 
operations but told the pilots exactly how to carry them out! He also 
gave Churchill electoral advice for the 1945 elections, which the latter 
ignored and ,of course, lost the election. 
 
If you wish to plow through 500+ pages of text written by a pompous, 
self-serving pommie arsehole with a massive inferiority complex, this IS 
the book for you. If you want a balanced – and quite possibly more 
accurate – account of Britsh intelligence operations during WW2 just 
about any other books on the subject will be better. 
 
This book is preaumedly available from Ley Reynolds (Platypus 
Publications) at club meetings. (steve) 
 
 
 
Book Review By Ley Reynolds 
 
 
 


