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Editorial

Volume 25 No.2

2nd issue for the year since I resumed as Editor of 'in Miniature' in 2011. We have now been able to catch
up on the schedule by issuing 25/2 at the end of June.
IN miniature (previously
News & Views) is the official
magazine of IPMS New
South Wales.
Contributions are warmly
invited. All due care is taken
for material offered, however neither the editorial
staff nor IPMS New South
Wales accepts any responsibility. Acceptance of material does not signify a guarantee that it will be published.

As usual I have to thank those people who have kindly allowed us to reproduce their articles and photos this
issue, in particular the following - Mick Mirkovic & the AHMWA, Clarke Cone, Ley Reynolds, Bruce
Chapman, and Alan Yee. Don't forget that all photos credited to these individuals are subject to copyright
and cannot be reproduced without their written permission. I also am grateful to John Baxter & Mike Reccia
for the review material.
Don't forget that all and any contributions to this publication are always welcomed, so send any material to
the editorial address (P.O Box and email listed at the end of this page), or hand it to me at club meetings.

Steve Mackenzie - Editor

Except where noted, all material in IN miniature remains the copyright of the
author, editors and IPMS
NSW. Reproduction of any
material is prohibited without
written permission of the
copyright holders.
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c/o P.O. Box 175
Belmore 2192
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RAN Agusta A109E Helicopters
by Steve Mackenzie
The Agusta A109E Power helicopters joined 723 Squadron in 2007 on
lease from Raytheon Australia and they are used for multi engine
training for pilots moving onto other aircraft such as the Seahawk. The
aircraft are based at HMAS Albatross and form the A109E Flight, a
fully integrated component of 723 Squadron. The initial three A109E
aircraft were selected to ‘fill the gap’ for aircrew who have completed
basic rotary conversion and are awaiting operational flying training.

fitted with floats and bottles and utilises the radar to provide contact
positioning for visual identification. Generally, sorties are configured
purely for the role intended. However, due to time constraints involved
in configuration changes, aircraft may fly sorties in a non-typical
configuration, without detriment to profile outcomes. Most sorties are
conducted with a crew of three - Pilot/ TACCO/ Aircrewman - but this
can be reduced to two: either, Pilot/ TACCO or Pilot/ Aircrewman if
necessary.

The aircraft are civil leased and managed under Civil Aviation Safety
Authority CASA guidelines by Raytheon Australia. They were issued
an Australian Military Type Certificate (AMTC) and obtained service
release prior to transfer to the state register. As a state aircraft,
technical airworthiness will be managed as specified in AAP 7001.053
(Regulation 2.7). Training benefitsThe A109E will provide significant
parallel benefits to junior aircrew in core skill retention and building
of confidence in flying assimilated military evolutions.
Qualified pilot, observer and aircrewmen graduates, who have
completed their basic and advanced rotary training on the AS350BA
Squirrel at 723 Squadron, will undertake conversion to the A109E,
qualifying them as full captain (pilots), TACCO (observers) and utility
aircrewmen. The skill retention and enhancement provided by this
aircraft ensures aircrew consolidation and advancement to meet
operational flying training (OFT) objectives of the Seahawk, Sea King
and MRH-90 platforms.
The A109E is a proven platform capable of a diverse range of
operations. It can be flexibly employed in either the utility or
communication (transport) role. The standard utility configuration is a
winch, hook and floats/bottles. The platform in the utility role has a
maximum external load capability of 1500kg up to a internal maximum
weight of 2850 kg. It also has a rescue hoist capable of dual lift (272
kg). In the communication role the platform has an endurance of 235
minutes (3.9hrs) with two crew. In the surveillance role the platform is

N42-501 - Grey in colour with Black titles. Supposed to
represent the RAN "Work uniform". Operated by 723 Sqn with
the Callsign will be 'Medusa'. Fitted with a winch on the
starboard side, and has the capability to carry a NX-16
Nightsun on the starboard side of the n ose.
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Below – N42-505 - White in colour with Blue titles (with 'drop shadows'). Supposed to represent the RAN "Summer uniform".
Operated by 723 Sqn with the Callsign will be 'Medusa'. Fitted with a winch on the starboard side, and has the capability to carry a
NX-16 Nightsun on the starboard side of the nose.
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N42-510 - Very Dark Blue (not Black as it looks in photos) in
colour with Gold titles. Supposed to represent the RAN
"Winter uniform". Operated by 723 Sqn with the Callsign will
be 'Medusa'. Fitted with a winch on the starboard side, and
has the capability to carry a NX-16 Nightsun on the starboard
side of the nose.

N42-129 - There has quite recently been a 4th airframe taken onto the
ADF register. This one is painted Black with two Yellow fuselage stripes
and titles. It is currently being operated by ARDU with their badge on
the tail. There are no photos of it on the ADF Image site but one can
get up a few private photos by searching in Google with the rego 'N42129'.
Modelling - There is a Revell A109 kit but it will need a fair bit of work to
build as one of these as it does not have the bulged fuselage sides that
the RAN ones do. If you can get past that problem, the other Mods
required for the RAN gear shouldn't be too difficult.....
Editor's Notes - The main text is adapted from an article in 'Sea Talk
Winter 2007' By LCDR Terry Garside OIC RAN A109E Flight. The
longer version is available online. (Steve)
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Minor War Vessel Concentation Period 2011
The Minor War Vessel Concentration Period was held 30 May - 3 Jun
11 in waters off Cairns. During the week long exercise, HMA Ships
Launceston, Brunei, Labuan, Wewak, Shepparton and Benalla
practiced a range of skills, with escalating levels of difficulty to
challenge their capabilities. Squirrel and A109E Augusta helicopters
operated by 723 Squadron took part in the exercise, enabling the
ship's companies to test their aviation skills.
I thought someone may be interested in seeing a bit of Naval stuff,
such as these which were on the ADF Media site. How they ever
managed to get three of the LCHs going at the same time is beyond
me.

by Steve Mackenzie
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Light Tank 95 ‘Ha-Go’
From Ley is a set of Walkaround photos of a Light Tank Type 95 'HaGo' diplayed in the Bovington Museum.
Text courtesy of the Editor
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by Ley Reynolds
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Light Tank 95 ‘Ha-Go’ Part 2
A small set of photos of a 'Ha-Go' Light Tank displayed in Russia. This
is a vehicle captured during August 1945 per the text. See the
Bovington Museum page for more 'Ha-Go' photos.

Text courtesy of the Editor

by Ley Reynolds
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RAF Museum visit 2010
Bruce Chapman has kindly passed a disk of photos to me for use on
the Club CDs of his overseas trip in 2010. They will be run over
subsequent issues.

by Bruce Chapman

This 2nd part shows additional photos taken during a visit to the RAF
Museum, Hendon NW9. Most are of Blackburn Buccaneer S.Mk.2B
XW547 "Guinness Girl" still in it's original Gulf War (1991) markings.
More will follow next issue.
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Stinson VH-UXL
by Steve Mackenzie
RAAF Oddity #23 in issue 23/2 covered Stinson Reliant A38-1. This
airframe had been registered as VH-UXL before being impressed into
RAAF service. It is still on the register as VH-UXL again, however it
should be noted that the colour scheme currently carried differs from
it's 1939 civil scheme or when it was in RAAF service.</p>
In May 2011 it visited RAAF Tindal and was photographed alongside a
FA-18 Hornet on the hardstand. The aircraft was flown by Mr and Mrs
Kevin Bailey the son and daughter-in-law of Mr John 'Blue' Bailey a 75
Squadron veteran from WW2, who were on a trip to Darwin and called
in to the base to compare the older and newer aircraft.
It provides us with the opportunity to view some good detail photos of
the Stinson.
The colour scheme (not so obvious when we run the photos as B/W) is
White with varuios areas in a Dark Red trim colour.
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Images from the Photographic Collection of Alan Yee

One of the most popular club members, Alan Yee has a large
collection of personal photos dating back to just after the end of W.W.
II. Many of these photos are from an era from which few good
illustrations turn up in print in the usual sources.
Until recently Alan did not have prints of many of his negatives that he
had taken over the years. With the advent of access to cheaper
scanning solutions he has been able to obtain electronic copies of
much of his collection and has agreed to this publication using a
selection of his images in each issue. He and myself (the editor) will
select some for use each quarter, on some occasions they will be to a
random theme as here, sometimes it will concentrate on one particular
airframe or type, on other occasions there may be a mini walkaround
of a particular airframe.
Alan has kindly sent me a disk with images from the Classic car
Shows in 2010 and 2011 This month we have Part 2 of 2010. Part 1
of 2011 will be in the next issue.(Steve - Editor).
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First MRTT Delivered

By Steve Mackenzie
The first Airbus Military A330 MRTT new generation tanker/transport
has been formally delivered accepted by the DMO.
At a ceremony held at the RAAF base Amberley on June 1, Air Vice
Marshal Colin Thorne, head aerospace systems division, Defence
Materiel Organisation, Air Commodore Gary Martin, commander, Air
Lift Group and Mr Javier Matallanos, senior vice president and head of
program, Airbus Military formally presented and accepted the latest
addition, designated the KC-30A, to the RAAF.
The aircraft is the second converted by Qantas Defence Services in
Brisbane, which was returned to Europe for painting and finishing. It
will be joined by the second aircraft for the RAAF in this month, and
two further aircraft later in the year.
In RAAF service, the A330 MRTT will be equipped with two underwing
refuelling pods, the flyby-wire Airbus Military Aerial Refuelling Boom
System (ARBS), and a Universal Aerial Refuelling Receptacle Slipway
Installation (UARRSI) enabling it to be refuelled from another tanker.
Text above courtesy of the ADF Media Site.
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The RAAF has finally taken delivery of the first MRTT (KC-30) Multirole Tanker, after having no Tanker capability since the last 707
Tankers were retired. This airframe will be serialled A39-003 when in
service (it carried callsign MRTT003 for the flight from France).
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M3 Grant at Aberdeen Proving Grounds

By Clarke Cone
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in the United States tested most captured
Axis etc vehicles during and after WW.II to ascertain their
performance characteristics for Intelligence purposes. As AFV
modellers would be well aware, many of these vehicles (and guns)
have been on outside display at the Ground's museum for many
years, this being the source for measurement of many of them as
references for kits that have been released over the years.</p>
This month we have a M3 Grant. There is no shortage of kits of these
in various scales, so these photos will be very useful to those
Modellers working on this subject.
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post

them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged.
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post
them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged.
All of these photos on this CD are the copyright of Clark Cone of
North Carolina, USA and may not be sold or distributed without his
written authorisation.
The rule shown in some photos to give scale is 2' overall, with one
half divided into 6" and 1" segments.
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Images from the Photographic Library of the
Aviation Heritage Museum of W.A
The Photographic Library at the AHM of WA is a vast treasure of
photographic images from all periods of aviation history. We currently
have over 32,000 images in all forms from glass plate negatives,
nitrate & cellulose negatives, slides (colour & B/W), photos and
computer scans. The vast majority come from private collections and
most haven't been published before.
In the collection there are images from the dawn of aviation in W.A,
Australia and the World, WWI aircraft (including a rare selection of
prototypes of RFC/RAF and French aircraft) both from the Western
Front and the Middle East, England and even the Italian Front. There
is also post war civil and military, WWII (all fronts) and post WWII to
current times (civil & military). These photos are all under copyright to
the Museum and can only be published with due recognition to their
source.
These photos can be purchased from the Museum as the Museum's
Photo No. is shown next to each photo, if no number is shown it's
from my own personal collection. The Museum's address and details
are as below:
Aviation Heritage Museum of WA
Bull Creek Drive
Bull Creek WA 6149
Phone: (08)9311-4470
Fax : (08)9311-4455
Email: alclarke@raafawa.org.au
Website:www.raafa.org.au
Please mark all correspondence attention to the Photographic Library
or myself.
Mick Mirkovic, Photographic Librarian, AHM of WA

P019365 - 3rd Pursuit Sqn, AVG, Kunming, China c.1942.
Fleet Model 10D trainer with 2 P-40C Tomahawks in the
background.
P020162 - 87th Pursuit Sqn, 79th FG, 12th AF, USAAF,
Houaria, Cape Bon, Tunisia c.1943. Squadron's P-40F
Warhawks.
P020163 - 87th Pursuit Sqn, 79th FG, 12th AF, USAAF, Castel
Benito, Libya, March 1943. 2 P-40F Warhawks, X7-5 and X7-0
on alert.
P020165 - 524th Sqn, 27th FBG, 12th AF, USAAF, Sicily
c.1943. Lt, J,P 'Jeep' Crowder flying his A-36A 'Invader' 428390/A-A 'Dorothy-Helen' over Mt.Etna.
P020166 - 3rd Sqn, 3rd ACG, USAAF, Japan Sept 1945. Jerry
Collins flying his P-51D Mustang 44-64083/C 'Lady of the Sky'.
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P020167 - 77 Squadron RAAF, Taegu, Korea, c.1950. Korean
labourers loading Napalm onto an unknown P-51D. (Editor odd spinner colours for a 77 Sqn machine, if this is one of
their's)
P020168 - 5th Fighter Wing, Phillipines AF, Nichols Field,
Luzon, Phillipines, 20th July 1958. Wing Commander's F-51D
Mustang 45-11590/001 with an 8th FS airframe #41 parked
next to it.
Editor's Notes - Mick sent a disk of photos from the collection of
P020252 - Civil Air Transport, Taiwan c.1948-9. Line-up of C46D Commandos with XT-810 in front.
P020253 - Civil Air Transport, Taiwan c.1948-9. Line-up of C46D Commandos with the first one named 'Lanchow'.
P020316 - 33rd Pursuit Sqn, 8th PG, USAAC, Langley Field,
Virginia c.1941. Line-up of P-40s with 21/8P in front.

the AHMWA. They will be run over the next few issues on this page.
On this occasion I have put together a spread of various subjects RFC/RAF 1917-18, some wonderful shots of a Empire Flying Boat in
1940 and a few USAAC/USAAF subjects.
Copies of any of these can be ordered from the Museum as above by
writing to their address for information on sizes available and prices
etc. Quote the above 'P' reference nos with any enquiries to identify
items required. (Steve)
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RAAF Oddity #34 - PC-9A A23-31

PC-9A A23-031 in flight earlier this year (2011).
Since we last had a detailed look at the PC-9A FAC machines in issue
15/4, they have been through a number of changes. They now have
their own operating unit (4 Sqn) and a new tail insignia. We won't go
into the new 4 Sqn markings in detail yet (I am still waiting to see a
detailed closeup of their tail markings) but will look at A23-031 which is
an oddity amongst their airframes.
A23-031 was for a long time in an Overall Gunship Grey (FS36118)
colour scheme with the 'Eagle and Missile' insignia marked on the
tailfin and rudder. Lately however, photos have been appearing of it
with the wings (apart from the end caps), horizontal tail planes, rudder,
cowling and sundry other small panels painted in the lighter Grey
(FS36237) that the other airframes are painted in.
Whether this is due to using replacement parts already painted in the
other colour for budgetary reasons or they are trailing some sort of
new colour scheme I don't know, but it makes it an oddity amongst the
FAC airframes. They are very few images of this airframe on the ADF
Image site but more can be turned up via Google. The following link
has a number of them for instance.
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by Steve Mackenzie

< BR>'http://sirstev e incairns.
s m u g m u g . c o m / A i r p l a n e s / A U S T R A L I A N MILITARY/8805248_WoL7U/7/907101680_8m6u3'.

The larger overall photo from which I cropped the image of PC-9A A23-031 in flight. One can see that the other airframes are in the
Light Grey scheme overall with the new 4 Sqn insignia on the tail. RAAF Official.
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Reviews

Australia’s Lost Fighter - The CA-15 and its
Demise
I’d been looking forward to this particular book from the time the cover
art designer, Ronnie Olsthoorn, advised me almost eight months ago,
that it was in production. The CA-15 had the promise, like the Martin
Baker MB5 of being one of the best (and fastest) piston engined
aircraft ever flown. Sadly, neither went into production (along with
several other promising designs) so we’ll never know. It’s a double
blow as this was a superb, all Australian concept.
David Clark’s new book, published by Red Roo Models, is A4 sized
with stiff card cover. Its 128 pages are basically in two parts. The first
covers the ‘story’ of the fighter whilst the second part contains the
copies of the official correspondence covering the life and ultimate
demise of this promising indigenous fighter. That alone is interesting,
although often dry for its bureaucratic presentation and writing style.

Now, most of the data is not new to those of us familiar with the
aircraft. But, information on the CA-15 has not been seen in print since
the Stewart Wilson book by Aerospace Publications in Canberra back
in the early 1990s. There are some new pictures which I’d not seen
previously, but there’s not much new here except for the fact that the
CA-15 has finally warranted a book for itself!
Supporting the text are 52 b&w photos, four pages of colour artwork by
Graeme Molineux (of Grubby Fingers fame), four pages of scale
drawings by Langdon Halls and several b&w concept drawings. Is it
worthwhile? Yes, it certainly is. For the ‘new boy’ it is an inexpensive
and very good coverage of the history of a promising RAAF fighter.
It’s available from Hylands Bookshop in Melbourne (03 9654 7448 or
www.hylandsbookshop.com.au) for about $32. My thanks to Red Roo
Models and ModelArt Australia for the review copy.

by John Baxter
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Reviews
Sci.fi & Fantasy Modeller
Dear Valued Reader,
Volume Twenty-Two publishes July 20th and is available to pre-order
now!
It's here… Volume Twenty-Two of Sci.fi & fantasy modeller, the all colour, perfect bound, one hundred page genre modelling title packed with
exclusive science fiction and fantasy modelling features, from kits to
conversions, studio scale replicas to scratch builds. Illustrated throughout with hundreds of photographs, Volume Twenty-Two’s must-read
lineup includes:
S c r a t c h b u i l t
D U N E
ALIEN Derelict - large-scale replica project!

O r n i t h o p t e r !

S c r a t c h b u i l t
B l a k e ’ s
Doctor Who Polyphase Avatron replica!

7

L i b e r a t o r !

c l o s e :

V I N C E N T

C l a s s i c s
u p
Interplanetary Mystery Ship!

Jim
Millett
a
career
in
models
and
FX!
Viper Squadron project and Moebius Mk 7 build!
Moonbase Alpha original filming miniature in depth!
Into Infinity Altares build!
...Plus much, much more!
To order Volume Twenty-Two please visit our website: www.
scififantasymodeller.co.uk now and we'll send you your copy on day of
publication (July 20th).
Thank you, as always, for reading!

By Mike Reccia
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