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As usual I have to thank those people who have kindly allowed us to reproduce their articles and photos this
issue, in particular the following - Mick Mirkovic, Clarke Cone, Ley Reynolds, Bruce Chapman, Rod Blievers,
Jim Grant, Alan Yee, Ryan Hamilton, The WT333 Operating Team & the AHMWA. Don't forget that all
photos credited to these individuals are subject to copyright and cannot be reproduced without their written
permission. I also am grateful to John Baxter & Ley Reynolds for the review material.
Don't forget that all and any contributions to this publication are always welcomed, so send any material to
the editorial address (P.O Box and email listed at the end of this page), or hand it to me at club meetings.
This printed version does not include material from the Technical Manuals for the Chipmunk and WC 51/52
series. The Chipmunk is the subject of a detailed photographic article from Rod in the next issue explaining
the differences between the different versions. The Dodge WC 51/52 manual was a complete PDF copy of
all 350+ pages and can’t be reproduced in this version for obvious space reasons

Steve Mackenzie - Editor
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Australian Aero Club Chipmunks Addenda 5

By Rod Blievers
Addenda No.5

schemes.

Readers will recall that I covered this subject in three parts (IPMS In
Miniature 22-2, 22-4 and 23-1) with some amendments covering the
earlier section appearing in the last two sections. It is time for a further
addenda- the “problem” with researching a subject like this is that you
can make some very good contacts; several of these gents not only
provided a great deal of information and photos at the time but they
continue still to do so! I shouldn’t really have been surprised, but some
have revealed hitherto unsuspected variations and indeed entirely new

Latrobe Valley Aero Club
When VH-MOA and –MOB were first assembled by the club, their
registration letters were applied in red. Further, the fuselage letters
were applied in a smaller format located immediately behind the wing
trailing edge.

Fig.53a - VH-MOA (C1-0064, ex WB623), to RVAC on 12.10.1956, sold to NZ as ZK-DUC on 4.2.1974.
VH-MOA is seen in its very early days with the LVAC. The scheme is obviously ex-RAF overall silver. The anti-dazzle panel with a straight lower
edge leading directly to the forward cowl was uncommon, but occasionally seen, on RAF Chipmunks. Note also the diminutive fuselage registration.
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Figs 53 (Prev Page) & 54 Two photos supplied by John Willis, the former CFI at the LVAC, showing VH-MOA (C1-0038) and VHMOB (C1-0059) at Morewell in September 1956, immediately after they had been registered to the club. Note the red lettering
plus the small fuselage registration positioned relatively forward.

Fig 55 Proof that VH-MOR had the yellow panels/black registration first! Note how the registration letters on VH-MOB are now
black, while the fuselage letters are larger and re-positioned further aft. This format was to be used on all LVAC Chipmunks
except VH-MOA.
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Shortly after the aircraft arrived, the club started applying areas of a pale
yellow shade; VH-MOB was the first such application. At the same time,
the letters were changed to black and, in this instance; the fuselage
letters were completely removed and re-applied in a larger black font
located slightly further aft. When it came VH-MOA’s turn to receive the
yellow and have the red registration replaced, the fuselage letters were
simply overpainted black.

Royal Aero Club of NSW
Some lovely photos of this club’s aircraft have come from Mike Kirton,
who instructed at the RACNSW in the 1960’s. These reveal yet another
colour scheme, proof indeed that this club just couldn’t stop fiddling with
their schemes! At some stage circa 1959/1960, the black trimmed
fuselage band was removed, with the club badge re-positioned to the
rear fuselage. Chronologically, this scheme fits between Fig.7 and Fig.8
(see In Miniature 22-2).

Fig. 56 The entire RACNSW fleet at Bankstown, probably photographed around 1959 or 1960. This photo cannot have been
taken later than April 1961, as Chipmunk VH-RSR (C1-0500) was lost that month. All of the Chipmunks have had the yellow
fuselage band removed, replaced by the club badge – a simple and elegant scheme. But notice how, where visible, this badge
now has a white background – C.310 VH-RSY, PA24 VH-RSX, PA22 VH-RSW and Chipmunk VH-FTA all carry this, while
Chipmunks VH-RSR, RSV(C1-0466), RSP (C1-0446) and RSQ (C1-0075) retain the earlier form of the badge with a dark
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Fig.57 A lovely tight formation phot featuring VH-FTA, RSV and RSQ. Evidentially this was taken a little later than the
group seen in Fig 56, all aircraft now have the light-background to the club badge.

Fig.57a - VH-RSQ (C1-0075, ex WB640); to RACNSW on 4.1.1957, sold 14.4.1969, returned to RACNSW 13.9.1973, sold
again 7.9.1977, exported to the US as N640WB in 2005.
Overall 'Silver' with Black cowl trim etc. Club badge on rear fuselage as per Fig.57 above. Orange letter ‘Q’. Spinner is believed to be White with
Red spiral as seen in Fig.56.
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Royal Victorian Aero Club
From photos I recently received from an old friend, Barry Tate, it
becomes apparent that when this club decided to adopt the Day-Glo
markings they were rapidly applied to the entire fleet, e.g., Tiger Moths,
Beech Debonairs, Cessna 172’s and Chipmunks. I get the distinct
impression that you wouldn’t have wanted to be standing around then,
unless you also wanted to be painted Day-Glo also !

The immediate “fix” for the silver Chipmunks seems to have been, at
least in the case of VH-RVS and RVW, to fit them initially with Day-Glo
painted spinners – while the club generally eschewed spinners this was
a quick & simple solution and required virtually no aircraft “down-time”.
Shortly afterwards VH-RVT and RVU appeared sporting some Day-Glo
areas; this comprised the vertical fin (i.e. leaving the rudder stripes) and
what appear to be the upper surfaces of the tailplanes only.

Scheme-wise, the Chipmunk fleet was in transition; while some were now
sporting the new “blue” scheme (see Fig.46, In Miniature 23-1), others
still retained the silver painted finish with the blue tail stripes (as in Fig.43
and Fig.44). At least VH-RVS, RVT, RVU, RVV and RVW were in this
latter category.

Fig.58 VH-RVS (C1-0503) and RVW (C1-0064) still in the earlier silver/vertical rudder stripes scheme, but now sporting Day-Glo
spinners.

Fig.58a - VH-RVW (C1-0064, ex WB623), to RVAC on 12.10.1956, sold to NZ as ZK-DUC on 4.2.1974.
Overall 'Silver' with earlier silver/vertical rudder stripes. Club badge on rudder. Spinner is Day-Glo as seen in Fig.58.
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Fig.59 VH-RVT (C1-0066) with Day-Glo applied to the silver/vertical rudder bands scheme. There is no trace of Day-Glo
visible under the tailplanes,

Fig.59a - VH-RVT (C1-0066, ex WB625); to RVAC on 19.9.1957, sold as VH-RJK on 17.1.1964, re-engined to become a
DHC-1/A1 in 1968, remains current.
Overall 'Silver' with earlier silver/vertical rudder stripes. Club badge on rudder. Dayglow area to forward fin and fuselage strake as seen in
Fig.59.

Change to the “blue” scheme appears to have been achieved fairly
rapidly, note how VH-RVS and RVW have transitioned schemes
between Fig.58/59 and Fig.60.
All aircraft in the later blue scheme received extensive Day-Glo areas
(as seen in Fig.47 and Fig.47a). Given my earlier comments about the
lack of spinners in the RVAC Chipmunk
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fleet, it is perhaps surprising to note just how many in the blue/Day-Glo
scheme also carried, albeit briefly, Day-Glo spinners as well. Those
fitted included VH-RVS, RVT, RVW and RVZ.

Fig.60 - RVAC Chipmunks in transition. VH-RVS, RVK (C1-0098) and RVW are in the then-new blue scheme with Day-Glo added,
although RVS and RVW also sport Day-Glo spinners. VH-RVU (C1-0146) still retains the earlier silver/vertical rudder stripes
scheme, again with some Day-Glo added. Note how this has also been applied to the tailplane upper surfaces.

Fig.60a - VH-RVS
is in the then-new blue scheme with Day-Glo added, it also sports a Day-Glo spinner. Club badge on fuselage. Dayglow area to fin and upper
tail planes as seen in Fig.60.

Editor's Note - Rod Blievers who co-operated with Roger Lambert on
the RAAF Oddity article re the RAAF evaluation of the DHC Chipmunk a
couple of years ago, kindly agreed to provide material for a series (3
parts plus addendums) on the colour schemes of DHC Chipmunks in
service with local (Australian) Aero Clubs. This is the final part unless
we find more info leading to another addendum.

All drawings by myself (Steve Mackenzie) from photos (scans) and
other info supplied by Rod.
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Cowora 2011 Vehicle Rally

by Ley Reynolds
Some Photos from the Annual Military Vehicle Rally at Cowora in
March 2011. Ley Reynolds captured an extensive set of images of the
vehicles on parade, it would seem that Armoured cars and APCs were
the 'in thing' this year.
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RAF Museum visit 2010 Part 3
Bruce Chapman has kindly passed a disk of photos to me for use on
the Club CDs of his overseas trip in 2010. They will be run over
subsequent issues.
This 3rd part shows additional photos taken during a visit to the RAF
Museum, Hendon NW9. These ones are of WW.II subjects. More will
follow next issue.
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by Bruce Chapman
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Miliciana, Milicia del FAI
by Ley Reynolds
As the photographs show this figure was constructed from components
(body parts ?) taken from various WW.2 Soviet and German figure
sets, suitably modified to achieve the desired pose.
White Milliput was used to fill out the trouser legs and make the
Garrison cap. Pouches were made from Ploysterene rectangular
section, detailed with stretched sprue and belts/ braces from thin
plasticard softened with Liquid Glue to conform to the shape of the
torso.
The figure was painted with Humbrol enamels.

Two photos showing the figure under construction and almost
finalised.
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RAAF Oddity #35 - Canberra B(I)8 WT333

by Steve Mackenzie and Ryan Hamilton
WT333 at the Royal Radar Establishment, Pershore UK after it's return from Australia in 1969. Note 2ATU zap on tail
consisting of a Red Kangaroo and '2 ATU Edinburgh'.
2 dozen RAF Canberras were used at the Weapons Research
Establishment (WRE) which was a joint U.K./Australia project based
at Salisbury, Woomera and later Edinburgh and flying over the
Woomera ranges. Most were B.2 models and were operated in an
overall Gloss White colour scheme with various Black markings for
photographic purposes. Both RAF and RAAF crews flew them (as part
of 2 Air Trails Unit) and some are believed to have carried RAAF
roundels at times. Details of their work (and photos of some) can be
found on the ADF Serials Canberra page.
There was however one odd one out amongst the others. This was a
Canberra B(I)8 serial WT333 which was used at Edinburgh between
1966 and 1969. It was painted Gloss White overall as per the others
with Black markings including Triangle shaped photographic markings
under the wings. At one stage, possibly for the return flight to the UK
(with apparently a RAAF crew) it gained 2 ATU markings on the tail
fin. This would make a different model using one of the new Airfix
Canberra B(I)8 kits in either 1/72 or 1/48th scale.

WT333 Restoration Team). Full details can be found on the
Team's website at 'http://on-target-aviation.com/heritage/'.
Thanks to Stephen Reglar of the Canberra WT333 Operating Team
amd Richard Strudwick for permission to use the photos of WT333 in
Australia here.

Next Page - Two photos showing 1969. In addition to
several Black photographic markings, it is also carrying
Black underwing triangular markings in this photo. Photo
copyright: Richard Strudwick.

Ryan - 'The triangles appear to be black, but Tom was in Edinburgh in
1966 and remembers them as being black and yellow, much like the
Israel Air Force ID markings. Roundels on top of the wing only.
Aircraft serial number on the lower wings, behind the triangles. These
were in a smaller font then the standard under wing serials on
Canberra's.'
If you are building one of the Airfix Crannies in either scale the
following two sources would be indispensible.
a)http://ipmsuk.proboards.com/index.cgi?
board=cpr9&action=display&thread=4445 - very detailed build of the
PR.9 kit with lots of info re corrections, much of which pertains to all
versions except the wing.
b) http://ipmscanberrasig.webs.com/apps/forums - very useful site
which has lots of detail photos (for all versions) and Tech Manual
scans.
WT333 still survives to this day, being the Canberra that is closest to
being able to fly in the UK (it is regularly taxied at Air Shows by the

A slightly different version of the 2 ATU marking.

IN miniature Vol 25/3 23

24 IN miniature Vol 25/3

Images from the Photographic Collection of Alan Yee

One of the most popular club members, Alan Yee has a large
collection of personal photos dating back to just after the end of W.W.
II. Many of these photos are from an era from which few good
illustrations turn up in print in the usual sources.
Until recently Alan did not have prints of many of his negatives that he
had taken over the years. With the advent of access to cheaper
scanning solutions he has been able to obtain electronic copies of
much of his collection and has agreed to this publication using a
selection of his images in each issue. He and myself (the editor) will
select some for use each quarter, on some occasions they will be to a
random theme as here, sometimes it will concentrate on one particular
airframe or type, on other occasions there may be a mini walkaround
of a particular airframe.
Alan has kindly sent me a disk with images from the Classic car
Shows in 2010 and 2011 This month we have Part 1 of 2011. Part 2
of 2011 will be in the next issue.(Steve - Editor).
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Dodge WC 51/52

By Jim Grant
A selection of photos from Jim of restored Dodge WC51/52 3/4
Tonners. There are 3 different vehicles here. This is about half of the
photos of these from Jim, I will scan the remainder for the next issue.
(Steve - Editor).
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37mm US Anti-Tank Gun at Aberdeen Proving Grounds

By Clarke Cone
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in the United States tested most captured
Axis etc vehicles during and after WW.II to ascertain their
performance characteristics for Intelligence purposes. As AFV
modellers would be well aware, many of these vehicles (and guns)
have been on outside display at the Ground's museum for many
years, this being the source for measurement of many of them as
references for kits that have been released over the years.</p>
This month we have a 37mm US Anti-Tank Gun. These photos will be
useful to those Modellers working on this subject.
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post
them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with

appropriate photo credits being acknowledged.
Clark Cone has generously agreed to allow our club members to
access these photos for their personal use, and for our club to post
them as reference files in our publication 'in Miniature', with
appropriate photo credits being acknowledged.
All of these photos on this CD are the copyright of Clark Cone of
North Carolina, USA and may not be sold or distributed without his
written authorisation.
The rule shown in some photos to give scale is 2' overall, with one
half divided into 6" and 1" segments.
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Images from the Photographic Library of the
Aviation Heritage Museum of W.A
The Photographic Library at the AHM of WA is a vast treasure of
photographic images from all periods of aviation history. We currently
have over 32,000 images in all forms from glass plate negatives,
nitrate & cellulose negatives, slides (colour & B/W), photos and
computer scans. The vast majority come from private collections and
most haven't been published before.
In the collection there are images from the dawn of aviation in W.A,
Australia and the World, WWI aircraft (including a rare selection of
prototypes of RFC/RAF and French aircraft) both from the Western
Front and the Middle East, England and even the Italian Front. There
is also post war civil and military, WWII (all fronts) and post WWII to
current times (civil & military). These photos are all under copyright to
the Museum and can only be published with due recognition to their
source.
These photos can be purchased from the Museum as the Museum's
Photo No. is shown next to each photo, if no number is shown it's
from my own personal collection. The Museum's address and details
are as below:
Aviation Heritage Museum of WA
Bull Creek Drive
Bull Creek WA 6149
Phone: (08)9311-4470
Fax : (08)9311-4455
Email: alclarke@raafawa.org.au
Website:www.raafa.org.au
Please mark all correspondence attention to the Photographic Library
or myself.
Mick Mirkovic, Photographic Librarian, AHM of WA

P020501 - Soviet Air Force, Northern Russia c.1942. Snow
camouflaged Hurricane IIBs preparing to take off.
P020502 - Soviet Air Force, Northern Russia c.1942. Close-up
of a Snow camouflaged Hurricane IIB with modified wing
armament (20mm cannon added) and underwing rocket rails.
P020503 - Soviet Naval Air Force, Northern Russia c.1942.
Hurricane IIB 'white 14' with 'White 02' in the background
preparing to take off.
P020791 - 60 Sqn SAAF, Heliopolis, Egypt 1st April 1942. Bill
Forward leaning against the propellor blade of Martin 167F
Maryland 1624/B.
P020792 - 2 PRU RAF, Heliopolis, Egypt 2nd April 1942. 3/4
front view of Spitfire PR.IV serial AB421.

P020890 - Regia Aeronautica, Castel Benito, Libya 1943.
Abandoned S.M.79 Sparviero.
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P020889 - 81st Fighter Group, 12th Air Force, USAAF, Castel
Benito, Libya 1943. P-39N-1 Aircobra 42-9190/X-Y.
P020891 - 3rd Photographic Group (Reconnaisance), 12th Air
Force, USAAF, Algeria 1943. F-5A Lightning #09 taxying.

Editor's Notes - Mick sent a disk of photos from the collection of

P020892 - 86th Fighter Group, 12th Air Force, USAAF,
Salsoa, Italy 1943. Captured Ju-88A-4 W.nr 4300227 with pilot
on board. It was transferred to USA in Dec 1943.

the AHMWA. They will be run over the next few issues on this page.
On this occasion I have put together a spread of various subjects RFC/RAF 1917-18, some wonderful shots of a Empire Flying Boat in
1940 and a few USAAC/USAAF subjects.

P020893 - 98th Bomb Group, 15th AF, USAAF, Egypt, Nov
1943. B-24D Liberator coded 'R'.

Copies of any of these can be ordered from the Museum as above by
writing to their address for information on sizes available and prices
etc. Quote the above 'P' reference nos with any enquiries to identify
items required. (Steve)

P020894 - 98th Bomb Group, 15th AF, USAAF, Egypt, Nov
1943. B-24D Liberator coded 'R', named 'Kate Smith'.
P020895 - 47th Bomb Group, 12th AF, USAAF, Tunisia 1943.
A-20A Havoc named 'Skonk Works'.
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P020896 - 576th BS, 389th BG, 8th AF, USAAF, Hethal, UK,
Mar 1944. B-24D Liberator 42-40473/ HP-O-/ 'Circle C' with 51
bomb marks.
P020897 - 552 BS, 386th BG, 9th AF, USAAF, Beaumont,
France, Apr 1945. A-26C Invader 43-22509/ 208 after a
landing accident.
P020900 - VF-16, USS Lexington, Pacific, Dec 1943.
Grumman F6F-3 Hellcat #13 after a landing accident.
P020929 - 11 Sqn RAF, Berka, Libya, Jan 1942. F/O W.R
Matherson RAAF leaning on the wing of a damaged Fiat
G.50bis/AS 360-12 of 360 Squadriglie, 150 Gruppo Autonomo
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RAAF Oddity #36 - Douglas Dolphin

by Steve Mackenzie
The Douglas Dolphin is one of the lesser known types that were used
by the RAAF. Four (4) examples were used between 1940 and 1943
carrying the A35 suffix. See ADF serials page for additional info. From
memory there was also an article in the AHSA Journal quite a few
years ago for anyone looking for further info.
Photos are fairly scarce, and I have attached the best of them below.
Interesting to note that in a couple of the photos it can be seen that
the upper wing is camouflaged in two colours.
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Reviews

No 452 (RAAF) Squadron 1941-1945 RAF, Dominion & Allied Squadrons at War
Timing is everything! Hot on the heels of ‘Darwin’s Spitfires’ recently
reviewed is the latest in Phil Listermann’s series on RAF, Dominion
and Allied Squadrons at War, involving one of the three Spitfire
Squadrons making up the Darwin (Churchill) Wing. In the new format
as used in ‘Allied Wings No 9 NA B-25 in RAAF Service’ (reviewed in
ModelArt Australia Issue No 60, April/May 2011) ie A4 size with clear
plastic cover, this is a very welcome addition to any RAAF enthusiast’s
library – mine included.
It’s 42 pages starts with a brief history of the Squadron, then comes
the statistics in nine Appendices covering bases, squadron and flight
commanders, major awards, operational diary – number of sorties per
month, victory list, aircraft lost on ops, aircraft lost in accidents, aircraft
serial numbers matching with individual letters, list of known pilots
posted or attached to the squadron and Roll of Honour. Then there
are 42 b&w photos, plus an additional three glossy stock pages with
ten colour profiles and the Squadron badge. Each study of this title is
individually printed, bound, numbered and signed.
The research is extensive and very nicely presented. The photo
quality ranges from very good to a very few which are slightly blurred
or perhaps just a bit too pixelated. However, we need to remember
that many photos presented in these types of publications were taken

at forward bases, in time of war and often by amateur photographers.
Now, despite those minor drawbacks, each photo is valued and we are
very fortunate to see them and they remain important and revealing
snapshots of the time. The captions, which accompany each, are both
concise and informative.
My recommendation is to get one if you have the slightest interest in
RAAF ops in the SWPA. I found it an excellent production overall and
I eagerly look forward to more in this series. This is a very informative
booklet for any military enthusiast at a very competitive price. It is
available from Platypus Publications for about $28. Many thanks to
Ley Reynolds for the review copy.
It’s available from Platypus Publications (Ley Reynolds) for A$28

Review by John Baxter
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Reviews

Review by John Baxter
ARNHEM – Myth and Reality
Most of us would have read the book or seen the movie/video/dvd ‘A
Bridge Too Far’. This new book provides strong evidence that the
powers that be took a very long time to understand the doctrine about
deployment of paratroops and failed to learn the consequences.
It covers more than just Operation Market Garden, although this
particular operation or more correctly the critique of this Operation, is
the main thrust of the book and it is looked at in great detail. But we
go back to Eban Emael, Crete and D-Day, plus other airborne
operations to see what happened and what lessons could be learned.
It seems that the risk of dropping para borne forces too far distant from
conventional ground forces and supporting troops, or their inability to
carry heavy weapons (other than air dropped machine guns and
mortars), or food and water for more than a day’s rations, or the
casualties taken out of proportion for the task when compared to
conventional ground forces with their associated support in armour and
artillery all seem to have been ‘conveniently’ overlooked or failed to
comprehend. At the very least, it was a steep learning curve and the
lessons difficult to comprehend and dissect before moving on to the
next parachute assault.
It’s a fascinating read and shows how Market Garden was a
convenient way of utilising expensively trained and maintained
airborne troops who were ‘sitting around waiting to be used’. The
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hasty and inadequate training, adaptations of plans from previously
cancelled drops, new and inexperienced transport pilots, lack of
understanding of British and American equipment from their opposite
numbers are all additional factors, along with egos or lack of
comprehension at the highest levels (Montgomery and Browning in
particular) which all made for a potential and indeed an actual failure.
And this is without the poor or inadequate interpretation of Intelligence,
misunderstandings regarding air support both transport and ground
attack or escort, along with drops made too far from the targets,
politically motivated targets, tricky terrain, radio communication
failures, time between morning and afternoon drops and the length of
daylight hours! And more!
>It is an eye opener and certainly with the value of hindsight, there
were lessons to learn long before Operation Market Garden. Wartime
always provides expensive lessons and these, whilst not being totally
unknown to me as a result of earlier reading, show more than are
usually revealed to us as armchair generals. Is it a good read? Yes,
indeed it is!
It is a quite fascinating book for any military enthusiast at a very
competitive price. Written by Sebastian Ritchie, an official historian at
the Ministry of Defence, first as a thesis and then as an historical
account, it provides a rare and valued account with information not
available or not put forward for earlier publications. It is available from
Hyland’s Bookshop in Melbourne www.hylandsbookshop.com.au or 03
9654 7448 for about $50.

Reviews

The Last Blitz – Operation Steinbock Luftwaffe
Operations over Britain January to June 1944
So much has been written about the London Blitz of 1940. Much less
has been printed regarding the ‘Last Blitz’ of 1944 and this title fills in
that gap quite nicely. Now, there’s no Index nor Bibliography, but this
book is a ‘no holds barred’ chronology from the first Blitz of 1940
through the Baedeker (historic towns) raids in 1942 to Operation
Steinbock, the retaliatory raids demanded by Hitler for the damage
caused to German cities by Bomber Command.
Written by Ron McKay and edited by Simon Parry, this Red Kite
publication fills a gap, and fills it so well. Akin to Christopher Shores
style (‘Bloody Shambles’ trilogy and more), ‘The Last Blitz’ is a fine
documentary starting with the end of the 1940 Blitz. The research is
extensive and the accompanying photographs are placed within the
text at the appropriate place rather than in 8 page blocks in the centre
of the book. I can’t say it’s profusely illustrated, but it just falls short of
that with its 163 black and white photos within this 430 page hard
cover book. Most of these are of damaged or destroyed aircraft and
crew photos with their captions telling clearly the horror of (air) war.
I find it difficult to say it’s an enjoyable read. It is objective in its telling
of a time of war but it does provide that information neglected for so

long. It’s very, very good and I recommend it highly for the Luftwaffe
enthusiast or air historian. The aircraft concerned, identified by their
Staffel//Geschwader codes, and the fates of their crew members are
all provided, along with detailed analysis of each raid and the RAF
combat and interrogation reports. The inclusion of a comparison of
dwindling Luftwaffe strength in western Europe to the growing Bomber
Command strength, plus an unclear German strategy, makes for
interesting divergence of purposes.
It’s a welcome addition to my library and I have been impressed with
its detail. Printed on quality stock, I was surprised at the price,
expecting higher. With its evocative artwork cover of Heinkel He 177s
over Holland by Mark Postlethwaite, it’s a great book for any aviation
military enthusiast at a very competitive price. It is available from
Hyland’s Bookshop in Melbourne www.hylandsbookshop.com.au or 03
9654 7448 for about $60.
Many thanks to Ms Orietta Colussi of DLS Australia Pty Ltd for the
review copy.
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Darwin Spitfires - The Real battle for Australia
This is an amazing story about the 1943 air campaign over Darwin.
The Darwin Spitfire Wing or also known as the ‘Churchill Wing’ took on
the Imperial Japanese Army and Navy Air Forces in this somewhat
overlooked air campaign. This book by author Anthony Cooper is a
brilliant and comprehensive account of those air battles in that
campaign and he pulls no punches.
The Spitfire Wing, or No 1 Spitfire Wing RAAF, comprised three
squadrons – No 54 Squadron RAF and two RAAF squadrons serving
with RAF Fighter Command in Britain, Nos 452 and 457. These were
sent out to Australia in early 1943 to satisfy a ‘promise’ made by
Churchill – to which he had little intention of keeping! All three were
average squadrons, typical of RAF Fighter Command at the time,
comprising young men with average flying and fighting skills as the
tests of battle over northern Australia would show.
The attention to detail in this title is marvellous and the aerial battles
are researched to the nth degree but are still presented extremely well
and are easily readable. And what you read is staggering! Without
letting the cat out of the bag, the overall result against the Japanese in
kill:loss ratio was no better than RAF Fighter Command operating over
France and Northern Germany at the same time, despite the much
vaunted superiority of the Spitfire! Anthony Cooper explains why
objectively – poor command, low hours of experience, poor tactics
(despite the recognised need for change instituted years earlier),
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mechanical problems with propeller Constant Speed Units and engine
wear due to the prevalent dust (outside the Wet season, obviously)
and constant cannon failures leaving just rifle calibre machine guns to
achieve a ‘shoot down’. Poor intercepts, poor positioning, poor
leadership – all have their place and yet some incredible kills were still
achieved by these young and mostly unremarkable young pilots.
The problems stem from Wing Leader Clive Caldwell downwards. Still
trying to use the ‘Big Wing’ tactics when it had been shown two years
earlier that it had disadvantages. Again, without being picky, this book
points out the variety of failings that might have brought about a
‘better’ score against the Japanese; all of which should have been
addressed and if attempted, were ignored. It was suggested to me by
another reader that this book is akin to those written by Brian Cull or
Chris Shores in its style of writing and information presentation, and
that’s as good a way of putting it as I can think. Remember ‘Bloody
Shambles’, ‘Buffaloes Over Singapore’ and others? It reads similarly.
It’s a great read and sets the record straight very well indeed. It’s a
hard one to put down and I found that it does make very compelling
and fascinating reading. I obtained my copy from Hylands bookshop
(9654 7448 or www.hylandsbookshop.com.au) in Melbourne for about
$40 and its good value for a 516 page paperback.
My
recommendation is that if you want a good read or a brilliant history of
this overlooked RAAF Wing, this is the one!
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The Empire Air Training Scheme - Identity, Empire
and Memory
Most of us have heard of the Empire Air Training Scheme whereby
Australia (amongst other dominions) provided air crew for RAF
squadrons in Europe and the Middle East during World War Two. This
book takes a different stance from historical accounts in recounting
what firstly brought young Australians into RAF and RAAF service and
their confrontation with death and surviving the ferocious air battles.
Now, be advised that this is a thesis by author Doctor Suzanne Jillian
Evans (not a historical account) and draws upon the memories of
survivors and her own research to explain why aircrew and war offered
opportunities for young men to serve the Empire and how they were
affected by that service. The EATS was set up late in 1939 and was to
provide about 28,000 young men for active service overseas. It’s a
very interesting read and describes the feelings of these young men
and how the society of the time moulded their responses to the call to
war.
This 290 page book reveals a bygone age. The use of, and its
seduction by, new technology, masculinity, travel and adventure all
combined to draw in more recruits than could be accommodated in the
first drive. We live in far different times and the appeal of serving

Empire no longer has that impetus, however the images used in those
recruiting drives over sixty years ago still hold their attractive powers
and could possibly exert similar influence today. It’s a fascinating read
about mindsets, opinions of young warriors and what they would
ultimately face in the service of their country.
Published by University of Melbourne Custom Book Centre, it may be
a little difficult to locate in most bookshops and is a print on demand
publication. It is a book that has appeal and covers an aspect of the
RAAF in World War Two that doesn’t seem to have been adequately
covered previously, at least not from this perspective. Occasionally
referred to as the ‘away team’, this book on the Empire Air Training
Scheme helps to fill in a gap in my own library of RAAF publications. It
is available from Platypus Publications in NSW for about $30.
Many thanks to Dr Suzanne Jillian Evans for the review copy.
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Harrier
One of the most evocative and well known British warplanes of the jet
era would have to be the BAe Harrier/Sea Harrier. The idea of Vertical
Take-Off and Land outside the province of the helicopter has long
been a dream of aviation tacticians and strategists for a number of
practical reasons. From the Luftwaffe projects of the 1940s, the early
French attempts with the Coleoptère, the US turbo-prop tail sitters
such as the Convair XFY-1 along with several other flying (and often
tethered) test beds, only one nation has been able to design, develop
and introduce into long time service just such an aircraft. Yet it was
only possible through American funding!
This book is the epitome of all that’s gone before on the Hawker/
Hawker Siddeley/BAe Harrier and Sea Harrier. Written by well known
aviation author Tim McLelland and published by Classic Publications,
this 326 page hardcover book is a true gem. Well, in truth which
Classic Publication isn’t? Unfortunately, the Harrier has recently been
withdrawn from RAF and RN due to extensive defence cuts in the UK
after forty years of service but the type soldiers on in the US Marine
Corps and the air forces and navies of India, Italy, Spain and Thailand.
This publication is a very fine record of a very remarkable aircraft.
Spawned from original ideas for a three seat, STOL, battlefield liaison
aircraft, it starts with the project designated the Hawker P.1127 and
follows that through to a proposal for a single seat, VTOL aircraft with
a respectable operational capability. Once the now changed design
was built, we progress to testing and development into service. I
remember building the Airfix kit of the Hawker P.1127 back in 1965 –
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how different the type looks today when compared with that model!
The P.1154 and Kestrel also feature as does the US version, the
AV8A and the following generations. Its wartime service in the 1982
Falklands War, Iraq and Afghanistan is briefly documented and the
anecdotal stories from various British and American pilots from that
time and later are both impressive and entertaining. My own favourite
remembrance was the saying I heard from a former RN pilot “With
carrier ops, you had to land and stop, but with the Sea Harrier you
could stop and land!” I also had the delight to see USMC AVA8s on
board the USS Belleau Wood in 1979 and fervently wished to see the
type in RAN or RAAF service. Sadly, that was not to be.
This book is profusely illustrated with over 400 b&w and colour
photographs, numerous b&w line drawings covering engine, antennae,
wing structure, outrigger wheel fairings, ejection seats, weaponry and
external attachments, nozzle exhaust patterns and much, much more.
There are 45 colour art works and this book is well worth acquiring for
its illustrative content alone! Is it a good read? Well, it kept me up
until three am in the morning! There have been plenty of books on the
Harrier before, but this is the only one in my library and with very good
reason – it’s a beauty!
This is a great book for any aviation enthusiast at a competitive price.
It is available from Hyland’s Bookshop in Melbourne www.
hylandsbookshop.com.au or 03 9654 7448 for about $90. Many
thanks to Ms Orietta Colussi of DLS Australia Pty Ltd for the review
copy.
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Codes: MKD48013 and MKD72013
Title: Fairey Swordfish Colours and Markings
Author: Michal Ovcácík, Karel Susa
ISBN: 978-80-86637-40-2 (MKD48013), 978-8086637-39-6 (MKD72013)
Published in: 2011
The Swordfish biplane – the legendary ‘Stringbag’ – was designed in
1934 to meet the Air Ministry’s requirement for an aeroplane in the
Torpedo-Spotter-Reconnaissance (TSR) category. Produced in
substantial numbers by the Fairey and Blackburn companies, it
became a real workhorse of the Fleet Air Arm fulfilling search and
anti-shipping roles, destroying enemy surface vessels and U-Boats
and carrying out escort duties with convoys. By 1944 almost 2,400
Swordfish had been completed.

The publication has 28 pages, including a total of 44 overall and
detailed photographs, 13 pages with colour camouflage schemes
and their description. Text in English. A comprehensive decal sheet
is added for modellers’ convenience. Two variants of this title are
available, one including 1/48th scale decal sheet (MKD48013; 1x
250x200 mm sheet) and another one with 1/72nd transfers
(MKD72013; 1x 200x165 mm sheet).
This edition also includes a bonus – an extra decal option, the
thirteenth in a dozen, while additional colour profiles are also
included to cover another aeroplane. Detailed information about
stencil decal placement can be found on our website
(www.4pluspublications.com) as a result of our extensive research.
Following aircraft are depicted on each decal sheet: Fleet Air Arm
(11x), Royal Air Force (1x) and Royal Canadian Navy (1x).
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Whispering Death - Australian Airmen in the Pacific
War
There have been a slowly increasing number of books dealing with the
RAAF in the Pacific and New Guinea coming onto the market recently
and this is another. Now, as my father served in the SWPA as a
member of the RAAF, this theatre of operations is of special interest to
me. So as some of these books pass across my desk, I find it most
fascinating for such an avid history reader and amateur researcher
such as myself.
Mark Johnston’s book is yet another revelation. Over the last few
years, as my interest in the Pacific War had grown stronger, more
books have emerged regarding the manner in which the RAAF had to
operate. Whilst the lower ranks lived, fought and survived in a wet and
poisonous green hell and still performed heroically under extreme
conditions, some of the top ranks’ efforts reflect less ‘heroically’. Mark
Johnston has written another remarkable book which sheds more light
on RAAF operations during World War Two. Sure, hindsight is 20:20,
but we’d been at war for just over two years when the Japanese struck
and during this time, our major efforts had been directed to Europe and
Africa.

Despite warnings going back to the early twenties, we were remarkably
unprepared having placed great faith in British support, especially with
the promotion of the great fortress of Singapore. So, when war came
to our doorstep, our limited armed forces achieved something quite
momentous. This book deals with the air component of our defence of
Australia. The exploits of so many is truly heroic and many are
recounted here in quite vivid fashion. Having had the experience of
actually working with some of these former RAAF flyers during my ATC
career, I’m even more impressed with these quiet heroes.
I was fascinated by the bulk of the book and found that his conclusions
put very succinctly into words the thoughts and feelings that had
welled up inside me on many occasions. It’s a great read – factual,
extensive and objective. It tells it extremely well and is, can I say it, a
remarkable and yet equally enjoyable read.
This interesting paperback book should appeal to any military
enthusiast, and in particular, to those with an interest in World War
Two RAAF operations. It is available at the very competitive price of
$30 from Hyland’s Bookshop in Melbourne www.hylandsbookshop.
com.au or 03 9654 7448.
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